
CAITLIN WARBELOW 
Profession: Violinist, fiddler, and
entrepreneur. In non-Covid times, I'm the
violinist/fiddler for the Tony Award-
winning Broadway show "Come from
Away". In March 2020, my partner Chris
Ranney and I founded Tune Supply
(https://tune.supply) to keep the
traditional music community vibrant,
supported, and connected, and to keep
traditional musicians working, during
the pandemic.
How have you continued to practice
your art during the pandemic? While
my career used to be primarily focused
on my own performances in various
venues, since the pandemic started it
has been increasingly focused on using
what resources I have to keep the trad
music community going as a whole. This
has involved a lot more logistical and
managerial work, and a lot less playing,
unfortunately!! But through it all, I've
managed to keep leading virtual sessions
every week (66 so far), as well as

performing on virtual concerts and
teaching group and private classes. But
what I'm most proud of is the work that
Tune Supply has done to help others
continue to practice their art. It's been
near impossible for performing artists and
session musicians (whether they are

professional or not!) to continue doing
what they do (and paying the bills) when
all venues are closed, and pubs aren't
holding sessions. My creative energy
during the pandemic has shifted away
from personal performance, and towards
building platforms, networks, and

opportunities
so that we all can continue to play and
enjoy music while physically apart.

O
riginally from Alaska, Caitlin now
serves as the violinist/fiddler in the
Tony Award-winning Broadway

musical "Come From Away". An All-Ireland
winner and New England Fiddle Champion
who holds degrees from Columbia
University (M.S., Urban Planning) and
Boston University (B.A., Anthropology and
B.Mus., Violin Performance), Caitlin’s
expertise lies not only in music, but also
business and activism. Caitlin is on the
faculty at the Irish Arts Center and the
Swannanoa Gathering and maintains a
private teaching studio. Caitlin performs as
a symphony soloist and with numerous
ensembles including Warbelow Range.
With Chris Ranney, Caitlin is a co-founder
of Tune Supply.
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ALEX BOATRIGHT 
Profession: Performing artist, teacher, and Artistic
Director of the Baltimore-Washington Academy of Irish
Culture.
How have you continued to practice your art during
the pandemic? I have been teaching groups, private
lessons, and festivals all via zoom until recently when
we could do door to door mini concerts outside with the
BWAIC students.

I founded the nonprofit school (BWAIC) with Mitch
Fanning during the pandemic to provide the local kids
with Irish language, dance, and music classes in a
central space and to provide them with instruments to
try for free via coordinating an instrument library for
them. 

Most of my quarantine work has been facilitating
learning despite the circumstances online- whether
adults or kids, groups or solo.

W
ashington DC based concertina and harp
player, Alex Boatright, is the Artistic Director of
the Baltimore-Washington Academy of Irish

Culture. BWAIC is a non-profit school dedicated to
creating equitable access for all children and teens to
Irish music and cultural classes on all traditional
instruments no matter their cultural, racial, or
economic background.

Alex has been active in creating spaces for the
FairPlé movement in the USA and facilitating a lens
that applies directly to benefiting marginalized US
students and teachers. 

KYLE DARCY 
Profession: Profession: Producer of vivid colorful
pictures inside people’s minds using only black ink on
white paper.
How have you continued to practice your art during
the pandemic? The pandemic prevented the release of
UNDER THE IMPRESSION from being promoted with
book signings and public library events. Fortunately,
however, supporters of literature and the arts, such as
the IRISH ECHO have done an awesome job elevating
the KYLE DARCY brand. Receiving this award is truly
humbling, because the worthiest recipients are the
hard-working staff of the IRISH ECHO.

K
yle Darcy was born and raised in Belfast,
Northern Ireland, but has called Boston,
Massachusetts home for over thirty years. His

2010 debut novel, UNDER CURRENT CONDITIONS,
made the BOSTON GLOBE BESTSELLERS LIST and
created a loyal fan base with an appetite for more.
Darcy’s responded in June of 2020 with the prequel,
UNDER THE IMPRESSION. Darcy’s 2020 novel,
UNDER THE IMPRESSION, begins in the waning days
of World War II, as a group of Nazi elite escapes to
South America. The gripping and fast paced
narrative weaves through decades and continents
into the worlds of drug cartels, terror organizations
and intelligence communities. The story is a prequel
to Darcy’s debut novel, UNDER CURRENT
CONDITIONS, which made the BOSTON GLOBE
BESTSELLERS LIST. 

HELEN O' LEARY 
Profession: Artist and Professor of Art PSU
How have you continued to practice your art during
the pandemic? I am currently in central PA, where I
teach and sometimes live, having moved here from
Jersey City last March. I have spent Covid living in my
barn, and making pigments and dyes from plants
within my immediate environment. I grew an extensive
dye garden and am exploring sustainable materials for
my practice. I have used the lockdown to immerse
myself into the work, and to explore rural PA for
content. Lots of exhibitions have been cancelled, my
gallery in NY closed permanently, but I am working
towards shows in NY this summer, solo at Patricia
Sweetow in San Francisco in the fall, and Limerick City
Gallery in 2022. I am very much looking forward to
being able to travel home once all of this is behind us.

H
elen O’ Leary was born in Wexford she attended
NCAD and earned a BFA and MFA at the School
of the Art Institute of Chicago, IL. She has been

honored with a Civitella Ranieri Fellowship, The Rome
Prize, American Academy in Rome, Hennessy Purchase
Award, IMMA, Dublin, John Simon Guggenheim
Fellowship; two Pollock-Krasner awards; the Joan
Mitchell Award for painting and sculpture; Scholars
medal Penn State University, Culturel Irlandaise
fellowship, France; the Sam and Adele Golden
fellowship, NY; ME; and Yaddo, NY. Mac Dowell, NY,
Bogliasco., IT. She lives in State College, PA, Jersey
City, NJ and Leitrim, Ireland.


