
CAITRÍONA WEAFER 
Profession: Teacher
How have you continued to practice your art during the
pandemic? As I was home and had more time, I resolved to
make more classes available during the pandemic and so,
free of charge through The Gaelic League LA, I added classes
in poetry, stories, conversation, mythology, and test
preparation in Irish on Zoom so I was teaching six days a
week remotely. I also started working with Let's Learn Irish in
DC. Zoom made Irish available anytime, anywhere. I now have
a student from Italy who, because of the time difference, gets
up in the middle of the night to join the class. Students from
Iceland, Greece, Perú, the US, Canada, Ireland, from all over
the world are learning Irish with me and it is SO heart-
warming. I have produced so many lessons (on movies, on
books, on sport, on crafts) it is incredible and truly rewarding.
The miracle is that each student shares the knowledge and
the joy of learning Irish with others. Over a hundred attended

the free online LA
Immersion Weekend.
It is a group effort.
Huge thanks to The
Gaelic League, LA, and Let's
Learn Irish who challenge me and help me grow in
my learning of how to teach Irish as best I can. I miss the
monthly Céilís and weekly dance classes we had but hope to
get back to dance as soon as it is safe to do so. Céilí Nua
continues the dance classes online. Bless them!

B
orn and raised in Ireland, I'm a primary school (B. Ed.
H.Dip) and Irish dance teacher (TMRF). While teaching
in Ireland, I took students to Carraroe in Connemara

where I taught summer classes in an Irish college. I lived in
Japan and then taught Japanese in Dublin. In the States, I got
a degree in Spanish (MA) and taught Spanish in Community
College and High School as well as Japanese in Middle
School. I now focus on Irish as our language is a treasure well
worth saving and sharing. I work with The Gaelic League LA
and Let's Learn Irish.

CARSON ELROD  
Profession: I'm a professional actor, teacher,
activist, and organizer.
How have you continued to practice your
art during the pandemic? It's been
incredibly difficult. I lost three jobs over a 24-
hour period in March of 2020. So much
acting necessitates collaboration and the
kind of brilliance in performative storytelling
that can only happen when actors are sharing
physical space together. I have done several
ZOOM "readings" that have been nice, but
they're nothing like the intimate,
spontaneous, and thrilling experiences that
can only be had together and in person.

Other than the practice of my art, I've
become an activist and organizer on behalf of
the entire Arts & Culture sector in the
country. I founded Be An #ArtsHero with a
few friends and have spent the greater part of

the pandemic participating in lobbying,
demonstrations, and campaigns designed to
call attention to the importance of relieving
and sustaining our devastated industry and
the 2.7 million Arts Workers who remain
totally unemployed.

C
arson Elrod: BROADWAY: Peter And The
Starcatcher, Reckless, Noises Off.
LINCOLN CENTER: The Merry Widow

(The Metropolitan Opera) OFF-BROADWAY:
Important Hats of the 20th Century, The
Explorer’s Club (Lortel Nomination), Comic
Potential, House/Garden, Based On A Totally
True Story, (Manhattan Theatre Club) Lives Of
The Saints, All In The Timing (Primary
Stages) The Heir Apparent, The Liar (Classic
Stage Company), The Tempest, Measure For
Measure, All’s Well That Ends Well (The
PUBLIC/NYSF) Waiting For Godot (NY
Fringe). FILM: Kissing Jessica Stein,
Wedding Crashers. Co-Founder Be An
#ArtsHero. MFA: NYU BA: KU
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MARY SUE CONNOLLY
Profession: Documentary Filmmaker
How have you continued to practice your
art during the pandemic? I was in Ireland
when the lockdown went into effect. All of
the film festivals that I was scheduled to
attend after March 2020 had either been
cancelled or become virtual, so I decided to
stay in Ireland and before long I found
myself in the edit room, digging into some
of my earlier projects as well as revisiting
some of the footage from my current film. I
participated in festival events remotely,
which was a very different experience. As
the schools had shut their doors, I also
became a teacher for my six-year-old. I
decided to use the video format for
homeschooling. We made numerous short
videos about our environment in Ireland,
which involved foraging, local history and
folklore.

M
ary Sue Connolly is an Irish born
filmmaker, editor and producer. She
has been an editor/producer for

television since 2004, working for CNN,
CBS & CBS Television Distribution. During
her time at CBS, Mary Sue edited numerous
award-winning investigative reports,
including the Exceptional Merit in Media
Awards, the National Headliner Award, the
Clarion Award and the National Press Club

Award. She has made two feature length
documentaries as well as numerous short
docs. Mary Sue’s latest documentary
Overdosed, about the US opioid crisis, was
screened and won awards in major festivals
across North America.

KEN FLEMING  
Place of birth: Fort Bragg, NC 
Profession: Co-Owner of a team
building company called Group

Dynamix
Founder/Executive Director of the
Traditional Irish Music Education
Society
Founder/Director of the O'Flaherty
Irish Music Retreat 
How have you continued to practice
your art during the pandemic? I
organized a virtual music camp
(O'Flaherty Retreat) in October 2020.
My wife and I host a weekly virtual
session. My family meets weekly for
dinner and tunes. I created TeachIR to
help Irish music tutors and students
to connect. 

K
en Fleming has played and
promoted Irish music for more
than four decades. His love of

Irish music led him to help create the
North Texas Irish Festival in 1981 and
the Southwest Celtic Music
Association in 1983 of which he was
the founding director and founding
president respectively.
In 2004, he began the O’Flaherty Irish
Music Retreat and afterwards formed
the Traditional Irish Music Education
Society. In 2008, he founded the
O’Flaherty Irish Music Youth Camp,
and in 2012, helped start the North
Texas School of Irish Music.
He performs regularly with his

family in an ensemble called
“KinFolk.”


