
Thomas Griffith 

Where you live: New Jersey 
Place of Birth: California 
Age: 39 
Family: Married with one daughter 
First Job: Sunroom Deli 
What it taught me: Hard work and determination 
Current Company and position: Red Hook Terminals; Executive
Vice President 
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Slow and
steady wins the race , with hard work and dedication anything is
possible. 

How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? I’ve traveled to several
cities Ireland. At home we focus on passing on to our daughter the
culture and family traditions learned from my mother and
grandparents 

T
he great grandson of Irish immigrants, Tom was born in Santa
Monica, California, Tom lived in Michigan and Connecticut
before his family finally settled in New Jersey. Tom graduated

from Rutgers University with a Bachelor’s degree in Labor Relations.
After graduation he went to work in Port Newark, where he began
his career as a marine superintendent . Currently Tom is Executive
Vice President of Red Hook Terminals based in Brooklyn , NY, and
oversees their national operations.

Patrick Steffens 

Where you live: NYC 
Place of Birth: Brooklyn 
Age: 27 
Family: All four of my grandparents + both parents are from
Brooklyn but both sides of my family trace back to Ireland. My
mother's side hails from Galway, Clare and Tipperary, while my
father's side comes from Cork and Galway. Parents names are Pat
Steffens, Eileen Darcy. Three younger brothers, Tim, Marty and Greg.
Girlfriend is Allison. 
First Job: Barback/Server/bartender 
What it taught me: You can learn a lot about how to treat people as
a server. Plus by working for tips, it instilled a sense of hustle at an
early age. 
Current Company and position I am an Associate with Avison
Young, a global commercial real estate firm where I specialize in
office leasing throughout NYC. 
Best advice you could give someone starting out: "Make sure you
learn something every day" is a tip I learned early in my real estate
career from a very successful 40-year real estate executive. If he
was able to learn something new after spending such a long career,
it should be easy for someone just starting. 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? I grew up watching my
father and the NYPD Emerald Society march in the St. Patrick's Day
Parade every year and as a family we used to attend the Great Irish
Fair in Coney Island every September. As President of the Rockaway
Rugby Club, every year we host a large celebration of Irish music to

coincide with the Queens County St Patrick's Day Parade featuring
acts such as Shilelagh Law, The Narrowbacks and Two Degrees. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me....
1.  Quarantine helped me renew my love of cooking 
2.  2020 was the first year since 2008 that I couldn’t play rugby
(thanks covid) 
3.  I ran with the bulls in Pamplona Spain in 2019 

P
atrick focuses on the representation of corporations and
landlords in their office leasing requirements, including site
selection, financial modeling and lease negotiations.

A Brooklyn native, Patrick uses his deep seated, local knowledge
of New York City to uncover opportunities in the marketplace. His
successful tenant and landlord advocacy practice is owed in part to
his holistic and consultative approach in helping clients develop
and execute their short and long-term occupancy strategies. Since
joining Avison Young in 2015, Patrick has successfully completed
transactions in all five New York City boroughs. 
Patrick’s belief in giving back to the community is illustrated by

his involvement with The United Way of New York Young Leaders
Committee where he co-leads their fundraising efforts. He also is
the Scholarship and Philanthropy Chair of The Seminole Club of New
York City, President of the Rockaway Rugby Football Club, a Recent
Alumni Board member and mentor of the Florida State University
College of Business, a member of the Irish American Building
Society and the Irish Business Organization of New York.
In 2020, Patrick was named one of the Commercial Observer’s

Top 30-Under-30 Young Sales & Leasing Professionals.

Michael Collins 

Where you live: Chicago, Illinois 
Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois 
Age: 31 
Family: Parents: Eileen and William Collins;
Siblings: Claire Collins; Grandmother: Mary
Sugrue.
First Job: Field Organizer at Tammy
Duckworth Campaign for Congress 
What it taught me: During my last year of
college I worked as a volunteer, then intern,
and then Field Organizer for now US
Senator Tammy Duckworth's 2012
congressional campaign. Throughout my
time with the campaign, I worked in the
field department organizing public events,
phone banks, canvassing, and volunteer
management. The field department is the
most public facing department of a
congressional campaign and as a result I
regularly interacted with constituents. This
work taught me how important empathy,
inclusion, and community are to political
and social movements. I have carried these

skills over into my current position as the
Executive Director of Irish Community
Services, an immigration and social
services nonprofit based in Chicago. 
Current Company and position: Company:
Irish Community Services – Midwest,
Executive Director 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Don't be afraid to volunteer in
the field that you want to work in. When I
was in my early twenties, I volunteered for a
political campaign and was eventually hired
on as the campaign's Field Organizer. If you
desire a career in the third sector,
volunteering and internships are a rite of
passage. 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage?
As I work for an Irish nonprofit, I embrace
my heritage everyday! Outside of work
however, I am also on the board of the Irish
American Heritage Center (IAHC) in
Chicago. The IAHC is the Irish cultural
center on the north-side of Chicago and I
regularly attend Irish music, festivals, and
arts displays at the IAHC. Mainly though, I
embrace my Irish heritage through my

family traditions, gatherings, and
celebrations. 
Three things people would be surprised
to know about me....
1.  I have lived in four different countries. 
2.  I still play soccer on a regular basis. 
3.  I am an avid water skier. 

M
ichael Collins is the Executive
Director of Irish Community
Services, a role that he has held

since 2015. Michael was born in Chicago
and completed his undergraduate degree in
Political Science from St. Xavier University.
Michael went on to complete an MA in
International Relations and an LL.M. in
Public International Law from Dublin City
University and the University of Kent
respectively. Prior to joining ICS, Michael
worked as the Field Organizer on the
successful 2012 congressional Campaign
for US Senator Tammy Duckworth and
completed an internship program at
Atlantic Youth Trust Ireland based in
Belfast, Northern Ireland.
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