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James Quilty 
Place of Birth: Manhassett New York 
Where you live: North Bellmore NY 
Job Title and Description: Detective, investigate crimes 
Why I chose this career: I chose being a police officer because I was
becoming 3 generation NYPD officer and there is job security and a
pension that can obtained after working 20 years. 
The proudest moment of my career: Was getting the same shield my
father had worn as a Police Officers and as a Detective. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: By visiting Ireland and listing to Irish
music. Plus, indulging in a pint of Guinness and a glass of Jameson
from time to time. 
What would people would be surprised to know about me.... That I'm

somewhat of a quiet person until you get to know me. 
Biography: James Quilty was born to the parents of James and
Elizabeth Quilty and raised with 3 sisters Peggy, Noreen and Donna
Quilty in Massapequa Park. James attended Saint John’s University in
Queens NY and graduated in 1987 to later work in the Financial field on
Wall Street. After a brief career James was hired by the NYC Transit
Police in 1992 which later merged w/the NYPD in 1995. James worked in
Transit District 01 and later transferred to the 32 Precinct in March of
1997 and was promoted to Detective in 2007 at the 32 Squad. James
was then promoted to the rank of second grade in 2013 where he still
works as of today. James met his lovely wife Kathleen McCarthy in 1997
and married her in September of 2001 and had 2 beautiful children
Rachelle and James. The Quilty family still resides in North Bellmore NY.

Thomas Burns 
Place of Birth: Brooklyn 
Where you live: Staten Island 
Job Title and Description: Deputy Chief - Commanding Officer, Family
Assistance Section 
Why I chose this career: Growing up in a middle-class neighborhood,
I was surrounded by blue collar, hardworking people who I admired and
was undecided to join the FDNY or NYPD. The NYPD called me first and
35 years later I am grateful I made that decision. 
The proudest moment of my career: I have several in mind, but the
proudest moment would be when Police Commissioner Ray Kelly at the
time selected me to become the Commanding Officer of the Employee
Relations Section now known as the Family Assistance Section. At the
time, there were several highly qualified members of the service he
could have chosen and I am truly proud to still be the Commanding
Officer and work with such great people. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: discussing our Irish roots with my
children and ironically enough, my son John was actually born on
March 17th - St. Patrick's Day. 
What would people would be surprised to know about me.... That I
am an avid runner and I die hard New York Mets and Jets fan. 
Biography: Deputy Chief Thomas J. Burns was born and raised in the

Sunset Park Section of Brooklyn, New York. He joined the New York City
Housing Police Department in January of 1985 and began his career
assigned to PSA #1. He was promoted to Sergeant in May of 1992 and
was assigned as to PSA #2 and then as a Project Community Supervisor
in PSA #2. 
In May of 2000 he was promoted to Lieutenant and was assigned to

Transit District #34. Later that year, Deputy Chief Burns was assigned
as a Field Representative at the Employee Relations Section.
Deputy Chief Burns was promoted to Captain in October 2004 and

was assigned as the Executive Officer of the 68th and the 60th
Precincts. He was assigned as the Commanding Officer of the Coney
Island Detail and then returned to the Employee Relations Section as
the Executive Officer in November of 2006. 
In July of 2010, Deputy Chief Burns took over as the Commanding

Officer of the Employee Relations Section, and has continued in that
assignment to this day. He was promoted to Deputy Inspector in
December of 2010, Inspector in April of 2013 and Deputy Chief in March
of 2016. 
Deputy Chief Burns earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Saint

Joseph’s College and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from
Marist College. 
Deputy Chief Burns has been married to his wife, Enza for 19 years

and they have two children; Caitlyn, 17, and John, 15.

Christopher Kiernan
Place of Birth: Montclair NJ 
Where you live: Verona NJ 
Job Title and Description: Verona, NJ Police Department Police Chief 
Why I chose this career: To be a problem solver and assist those in
need. 
The proudest moment of my career: Representing the men and
women of the Verona Police Department 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: Ensuring my children know their
ancestry and to be proud of it. 
What would people would be surprised to know about me.... I was a
New York Ranger season ticket holder for over 20 years. 
Biography: John Christopher ‘Chris’ Kiernan is a 29-year veteran of the
Verona NJ Police Department where he currently holds the Chief's
position. Chris is a lifelong Verona NJ resident and was always civic
minded, a trait instilled in him by his parents. He knew from a young
age that he wanted to give back to Verona, a community that gave him
so much. He became a Police Officer in 1990, at age 21, and worked all
shifts until becoming a Detective in 1998 where he served as the
Juvenile Officer. He proudly set up the Department’s initial School
Emergency Plans and began the practice of regular lock down drills
prior to them becoming a mandate. After being promoted to Sergeant

in 2001, he became the Detective Bureau Commander and ran the
Bureau from 2002 until his promotion to Lieutenant in 2007. While in
the Detective Bureau, Chris attended and graduated from the FBI
National Academy’s 222nd Session. He then returned to the Patrol
Division as a Shift Commander of various shifts while also serving on
numerous committees for the Department. These included scheduling
officer, training coordinator, as well as being the lead on the large-scale
renovation and modernization the Department’s Dispatch Center. 
Chris was promoted to Captain in 2016 and served in Administration

overseeing all budgeting, planning and also oversaw the Detective and
the Internal Affairs Bureau. After the Department’s Chief retired in 2017,
Verona filed for the NJ Civil Service Chiefs exam to fill the vacancy.
Chris was appointed Chief in 2018 after achieving the top score in the
State. He is proud of the Verona Police Departments accomplishments
over his tenure at all levels, which always included an emphasis on
service-oriented Policing. "We have had a partnership with - and have
been integrated in - our community long before it was the national
norm. For this, I feel a great sense of pride." He credits his Officers for
all of the accomplishments stating he is blessed to lead such an
exemplary group. 
Chris and his wife Elizabeth, an elementary school teacher, reside in

Verona with their two daughters Riley (9) and Maggie (6).

Sean Murtha 
Place of Birth: Maryland 
Where you live: Long Island, NY 
Job Title and Description: Precinct Crime Section
Lieutenant; I am responsible for overseeing the
precinct gang team, investigative teams and the
Community Support Unit. We follow up on open
misdemeanor cases, prostitution complaints, state
liquor authority investigations, school incidents and
suspected gang activity. The enforcement teams are
responsible for making arrests and enforcing traffic
laws at problematic locations. My command also
handles large scale events such as parades, concerts,
protests and festivals. I work very closely with the
precinct Inspector, local politicians and community
leaders. 
Why I chose this career: I chose a career in law

enforcement because I thought the work would be both interesting and rewarding and
it has been. There are so many different careers within the police department and I have
been fortunate enough to have had worked in several different commands. I also have
had numerous occasions in which I've been in a position where I've been able to help
others in a positive way. 

The proudest moment of my career: I am not sure it is the proudest moment of my
career but I feel that my current position as Crime Section Lieutenant is the most
fulfilling. I am in a position in which I can work with the community and my officers to
try to solve quality of life issues with long term solutions. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: I've been a member of the Suffolk County Police
Pipeband for the past seven years. I am currently a bagpiper and the Assistant Band
Manager. The band plays at several department ceremonies, funerals, special events
and parades throughout the year. 
What would people would be surprised to know about me.... I was featured in a
segment of a television show called Amazing America with Sarah Palin. 
Biography: Sean Murtha was raised on Long Island and is the 2nd of 4 children. His
Father is a retired New York City Firefighter and Mother is a retired Nurse. Sean studied
Finance at the University of Notre Dame and worked for the New York Stock Exchange
for three years upon graduating college. This was an interesting position, but after the
9/11 attacks, Sean thought that this wasn't a lifelong career and sought a more fulfilling
profession. In 2002, Sean entered the Suffolk County Police Academy and was assigned
to the Patrol Division. After several years as a Police Officer, Sean was promoted to the
rank of Sergeant in 2011. Sean worked in Patrol and as a member of the Community
Support Unit while holding this rank. 
In 2017, Sean was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant and worked for the Chief of

Patrol for two years until transferring back to the Precinct level as a Crime Section
Commanding Officer. Sean lives on Long Island with his wife and three daughters.


