Rory McCreesh
Business: Duce Construction Corporation
State: NY
Position in Business: President
Website: www.Ducecc.com
Total Employees: 35
Where You Live: Queens, NY
First Job: Electrician for a TV Repair Shop
What it taught me: (Patience) from tracing faults in electrical and
electronic circuitry.
Family: I am happily married for 29 years and have 4 children.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Learn from your mistakes and never
give up.
The most important thing for business success is: Excellent
communication, attention to detail, hire the smartest people you can
afford.
You know you’re Irish if… you always have a story about a man and no
facts to back it up.
Biography: Rory was born and raised in Ireland. He was educated at The
Marist and Newry Technical College.

Rosaleen Doherty
Place of Birth: New York City
Business: Right at Home Boston and North
State: MA
First Established: 2002
Your Position in Business: CEO/Co-Owner
Website: www.rightathomemass.net
Company Twitter Handle: @RightatHomeMass
Where You Live: Marblehead, MA
First Job: ShopRite - cashier to front end manager
What it taught me: Working at a supermarket in the NYC area taught me
how to communicate with the public and stay professional even when
your line is down the aisle! I got my first management position there
when I was 17 and learned how to be a trusted employee with
responsibility to my co-workers.
Family: My business partner is my husband, Jay Kenney. We have two
children, Noah who is 20 and Gabrielle who is 17. My mother Catherine,
who is 89, came from Co. Donegal to NYC in 1960.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Do the next right thing.
The most important thing for business success is: My business has
been successful based on the principal of service. I know that we serve
our patients every day, but I also serve my employees. Profit is the result

Ryan McDermott
Place of Birth: Staten Island, NY
Business: Cross Coastal Advisors
State: MA
First Established: 2016
Your Position in Business: Partner
Website: www.crosscoastaladvisors.com
Company Twitter Handle: @ryanpmcdermott
Total Employees: 12
Where You Live: Dedham, MA
First Job: Customer Service Specialist @ McDonalds
What it taught me: My Manager used to always quote Ray Kroc's
famous saying “If you have time to lean, you have time to clean.” There's
always more you can do to contribute and be productive.
Family: Wife - Kara; Children - Aidan (13), Nolan (11), Stella (7)
Best advice anyone ever gave you:
1. Be gentle with yourself.
2. You don't get to know when your defining moments are happening. By
the time you've hit a goal or have had any success, the moments have
already happened.
The most important thing for business success is:
1. Self-Awareness about what your strengths are and aren't.

Sean J Somers
Place of Birth: Boston, MA
Business: Somers Pubs of Boston, Keel Premium Vodka, U-Out Inc, Canary
Inc.
State: MA
First Established: September 1991
Your Position in Business: Director of Strategic Development
Website: Somerspubs.com
Company Twitter Handle: @somerspubs
Total Employees: 200
Where You Live: Foxboro, MA
First Job: Doorman
What it taught me: The Irish Pub is an intoxicating place to work. It’s not
only the cocktails that pull you in but the personalities of your coworkers
and the patrons. A good Pub will allow you to lose track of time sometimes hours, sometimes years! What I learned as a doorman, I
learned fast and many aspects of the job have stuck with through me for
life. The first thing I learned was that I didn’t want to be a doorman all my
life!! The second thing I learned and has stayed with me to this day was a
piece of advice a gent gave me on one of my first shift guarding the sacred
entrance door, and that advice was told to me exactly like this “Always trust
your gut! My brain has lied to me and continues too, my heart has lied to
me and continues too. But my gut - my gut has never lied to me to this very
day. Trust ya gut kid!” It’s those simple words “trust ya gut kid” that have
helped me become the man I am today.
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Rory began his career in New York in 1985 and quickly worked his way
up to general foreman with his strong leadership qualities, expertise and
knowledge.
In 1990, Rory founded Duce Construction Corporation and began to
renovate homes in Brooklyn, Queens, and Long Island, NY. Today, Duce
specializes in constructing, extending, and renovating high-end homes
and apartments in Manhattan, Westchester, Connecticut, and New
Jersey.
As a devoted philanthropist, Rory has donated his time and workforce
to the Kips Bay Children's Charity, DIFFA (Design Industries Foundation
Fighting AIDS) and The Torn Tree Project. Rory also serves on the
advisory board of Downtown Magazine NYC and the NY Irish Center in
Long Island City, NY. He also coached baseball for 16 years.
As the President and Founder of Duce Construction Corporation, his
luxury renovation projects have been featured in the best architectural
and luxury magazines such as The New York Times, Architectural Digest,
Classic Home, Interior Design, Metropolitan Home, House & Garden,
Bathroom Trends, Elle Décor, Home Video, and various other trade
related publications. Rory has appeared on TV shows for the DIY
Network, eStreet.com, and others. He was named by This Old House
magazine as one of the Top Building Pros in America.
of doing this all skillfully.
You know you’re Irish if… You grew up vacationing in East Durham, NY
(the Irish Alps), cannot resist live Irish music and you know that a cup of
tea solves all the world's woes.
Biography: Rosaleen Doherty grew up in the NYC area. Her mother
immigrated to the US in 1960 and married into a large Irish American
family. Rosaleen attended Catholic schools and came to the Boston area
for college, graduating from UMass in 1990. She started a career in the
telecommunications industry. This led to opportunities to become
involved at the ground floor of Boston-area startup dot-com companies.
In 2001, Rosaleen was continually travelling for business when 9/11
occurred. The tragedy of that day compelled her and her husband, Jay, to
reassess their family priorities. In 2002, they opened Right at Home to
help local seniors remain independent in their homes.
Today, Right at Home serves over 1,000 elderly clients every week
throughout the Boston area. Rosaleen is humbled to be able to assist
seniors daily and to serve the employees that work so hard to care for
others. Right at Home’s belief is that they can change the world, one
human interaction at a time. Rosaleen is past president of the Rotary
Club of Marblehead Harbor and North Shore Women in Business. Most
recently, she was chair of the Franchise Advisory Council for Right at
Home, representing 500 franchisees nationwide.
2. Deliberately focusing on those strengths.
3. Partnering with or hiring talent whose strengths are your weaknesses.
You know you’re Irish if… You have 2 competing opinions about the
same topic.
Biography: Ryan is a financial services entrepreneur and Partner with
Cross Coastal Advisors. Cross Coastal Advisors develops comprehensive
financial plans, as well as providing a wide array of investment strategies
and insurance products for Individuals and Families looking to create
efficiency in their financial lives. We also work with business owners
looking to attract and retain key talent by assisting in the creation of
Employee Benefits and Executive Benefit programs while also
addressing critical Succession Planning concepts and ideas.
In addition to his work at Cross Coastal, Ryan participates in a number
of initiatives related to Entrepreneurship, International Business,
Economic Development and Urban/Town Planning. He is a 10-year
member of the Board of the Boston Irish Business Association and served
as the organizations President 2014-2017.
Ryan resides in Dedham, MA where he serves as the Treasurer for the
Dedham Square Circle - a nonprofit focused on the continued revitalization
of Dedham's town Center - Dedham Square. Additionally, he is an elected
Town Meeting Member in Dedham as well as an appointed member of a
few Municipal Committees associated Long Term Planning for the town.
Family: Wife: Katherine Somers, Son: J.R. Somers; Mother Ann Somers;
Father: John Joe Somers (Deceased); Sisters: Noelle Somers, Kristine
Higgins, & Jillian Somers.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Trust your gut!
The most important thing for business success is: Empathy
You know you’re Irish if… You know what a 99 is.
Biography: Sean J. Somers is an Experienced Entrepreneur & Business
Executive with a demonstrated history of working in the hospitality
industry and winning. Whether it be the tried and true Irish Pub concepts
his father taught him in The Somers Pubs of Boston or Sean trying to
disrupt the industry with Innovation through his start-up company's U-Out
and Cannary, Sean has seen a lot, done a lot, and is eager to do more. His
Management style is one that challenges status quo and motivates
winners. Sean is an astounding Brand Identifier, Developer and Marketer.
As a Strategic Advisor with the World's First Premium Low ABV Vodka Keel Vodka Sean helped bring the Low ABV Market Segment to the U.S.
The Somers Pubs: Boston's Premier Irish Hospitality Group is Sean's Life
Long Passion. It's a true Family business in every sense of the word with
Sean's Mother at the helm and his two sisters Noelle & Kristine working
side by side propelling the business to new heights. The word ‘Quit’ cannot
be found in Sean’s vocabulary. His action centric work philosophy and ‘we’
not ‘me’ approach partners Sean with dedicated engaged coworkers. Sean
often says his experience is in hospitality but his inexperience pulls him
towards start-ups and being an Innovator. Sean’s tanks never empty always Willing to give advice and also take it as technology is always
changing and Sean always strives to be out in front.

