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Richard Roberts 
Place of Birth: Kearny NJ 
Job Title and Description: President Superior Officers Association NJ
State Police, Lieutenant NJ State Police 
Why I chose this career: Following in the tradition of my family
history in Law Enforcement. My grandfather was a Prison Guard at the
Hudson County Jail in New Jersey. My father was a proud member of
the New Jersey State Police beginning his career in 1964. He led an
extremely honorable State Police career when in September 1976 he
was seriously wounded in gun battle after confronting two suspects
who robbed a bank in Flemington NJ. Both suspects were
apprehended at the scene. Due to the injuries he sustained he was
required to retire from service. In December 1995 I proudly followed in
his footsteps and graduated from the New Jersey State Police
Academy. In November 1998, my brother Michael also graduated from
the New Jersey State Police Academy. 
The proudest moment of my career: My entire career has been
fulfilled with many opportunities and multiple assignments to
Organized Crime, Street Gang and Crime Suppression Units
throughout the State. In addition, I have spent over 20 years as a
Union Board member, ultimately being elected to the position of
President of the Superior Officers Association. 

I celebrate my Irish heritage by: I am extremely honored to have
been blessed with Irish heritage. I strongly believe in the values of
faith and family which have been so firmly established in the Irish
Community. I believe these values have guided me throughout my life
and career. 
One thing people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  Avid Fisherman and Carpenter 

R
ich Roberts is of proud Irish descent of the Roberts and
McGlinchey's hailing from Limerick and Killishandra Ireland. He
has been a lifelong resident of the great state of New Jersey. He

was raised in Hunterdon County where he graduated from North
Hunterdon High School and followed his education at Kean College
ultimately earning a Master’s Degree from Seton Hall University.  He
graduated from the New Jersey State Police Academy in December
1995. His career has followed a path from a general road duty Trooper
to multiple assignments in the Intelligence Section. Rich has always
remained involved in the State Trooper Unions holding board
positions in both the STFA and NCO Associations. He is currently the
President of the Superior Officers Association. He was recently
married and is the proud Father of Jessica Roberts (17) and his
Stepson Owen (13).

Kevin Hanley 
Place of Birth: Brooklyn, New York 
Job Title and Description: Special Officer, United States Secret
Service New York Field Office, Conducting Protection assignments as
well as driving Limo in motorcades for visiting heads of state, former
U.S. Presidents and those government officials designated by POTUS
for protection. Also, I'm a retired NYPD Detective Conducted numerous
Investigations in a span of 23 years as well as a Retired Navy
Lieutenant, Intelligence Officer served both active duty and reserves
with 32 years of honorable service. 
Why I chose this career: I grew up in a very blue collar family hard
working Irish family, My father was a truck driver and later to become
a shop steward for the teamster union, I always had a passion to
become a NY city Police officer following the steps of both my
Grandfather who joined the NYPD in 1919, and my uncle who joined it
in 1950 after serving in the U.S. Army Air Corps in WW2. He attained
the rank of Detective and a very distinguish career in NYPD but
unfortunately, he passed away at a very young age. I always had great
respect for him therefore this helped point me into this career. So
when I retired I wanted to continue my love of public service and thus
applied for the U.S. Secret Service. 
The proudest moment of my career: There are quite a few moments,
But the greatest one has got to be while on Patrol as a NYC Transit
Police Officer District 2 at the Broadway Nassau Station, I was
standing post when a woman came screaming into the subway that
there was a building on fire upstairs. I ran upstairs and called on my
radio the situation requesting FDNY, upon looking up at the fire
location I observed a child and woman looking out of the window on
the third floor were the fire was. I broke the door in an attempt to gain
entry into the building in attempt to help the residents escape the fire
I got both the mother and child out of the building though there was
thick black smoke and visual impairment. All residents were
evacuated safely and medically checked, I was later written up by my
Patrol Supervisor and Commanding Officer and was awarded at a
ceremony The NYC Transit Police Department Medal Of Valor. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: I'm a lifetime member of the NYC
Police Department Emerald Society. I love Irish History and reading
the lives of Irelands greatest heroes such as Charles Stewart Parnell,
Michael Collins (My Hero) Robert Emmet, James Connelly, and many
others. I love Irish music especially Irish rebel music about the fight
for freedom. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I'm a very senistive and caring person 
2.  Sang on stage with Jay Black and the Americans in Madison
Square Garden 
3.  I wanted to study to be a Priest 

K
evin is proud of his Irish heritage, with roots traced back to
Counties Clare, Roscommon, and Longford. He is husband to
Florence (nee Horan), father to James, Florence, and Patrick,

and grandfather to Priscilla, Christa, Brendan, Patrick, and Liam. Kevin
has served the public in several capacities: first, he joined the United
States Navy in 1974; he joined the New York City Police Department in
1987; and finally, after retiring from the New York City Police
Department, he has been a member of the United States Secret
Service for more than Ten years.  
Kevin retired in 2014 after serving more than 32 years in the U.S.

Navy served aboard two nuclear submarines USS Pargo SSN 650 and
USS Will Rogers SSBN 659 and Naval Reserves including serving
overseas in Saigon, Gulf of Tonkin, Korea, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and
most recently, in the war in Afghanistan. Kevin was an Intelligence
Officer, specializing in interrogations. 
In 2006, Kevin was recognized by Rear Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr.

for his impressive hostage negotiating skills, ultimately diffusing a
hostage situation at the military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
during which detainees attacked military prison guards. Rear Admiral
Harris was so impressed with the hostage negotiating skills that he
asked Kevin where he developed those skills, to which Kevin replied,
"the NYPD." Kevin coordinated a training by the NYPD's Hostage
Negotiation Team for military personnel at the military base, and was
profiled in the New York Post as well as the New York Daily News for
his work. 
Kevin began his career in the NYPD in 1987, at the age of 33, after

leaving his position as a Shop Steward with the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters - Local 807. Kevin had patrol assignments
with the Transit Department and the 70th Precinct in Flatbush,
Brooklyn. In the early 1990s, Kevin was recognized by the NYPD for
bravery when he arrested an individual attempting to spray gunfire
from an uzi sub-machine gun, narrowly escaping being struck when
the gun jammed. Kevin was promoted to the rank of Detective, and
held assignments in the Missing Persons Squad Medical Examiner’s
Office, Counterterrorism Unit, and the 123rd Precinct, while also being
a member of the Hostage Negotiation Team. Kevin was a proud
member of the NYPD's Emerald Society, and enjoyed marching in the
New York City St. Patrick's Day Parade.
After a distinguished career with the NYPD, Kevin joined the United

States Secret Service, where he works out of the New York Field
Division. Kevin has protected Presidents, Vice-Presidents, and the
heads of state of numerous countries, including former Irish Taoiseach
Enda Kenny. Kevin traveled to Portugal and Italy as part of a protective
detail for President Obama. At the age of 63, Kevin has not shown any
signs of slowing down, and when the time comes to hang up the
"badge," he plans to return to school and return to one of his earlier
jobs, that of a funeral director.

Congratulations to the 2019 
Irish Law & Order Honorees


