Friends of Young Enterprise Northern Ireland Foundation Inc

Imagine the positive impact on
the Northern Irish economy if
every young person, regardless
of social class or educational
background, had a passion for
business and entrepreneurship,
and the opportunity to build
their own success. To maybe
even build their own business
for the future.
This is what Young Enterprise
Northern Ireland does. The
charity is part of the global Junior Achievement network,
which was established in the
United States 100 years ago to
develop the entrepreneurial
skills, financial capability and
work readiness of all young
people.
Northern Ireland young people are encouraged to have ambition and a self-belief in what
they can achieve. This is nurtured from a young age, with 4
and 5 years old getting involved. By the age of 10, young
people on the Business Beginnings program set up and run
their own business for 6 weeks.
Developing a product idea, creating the actual item, marketing, and then selling to the
general public. As a result, they
develop a self-confidence, understand about the potential
that self-employment and business start-up can offer. For $50 a
young person can have this experience, and the impact of this
early intervention has the potential to change their life path-

ways.
Young people aged 4-25 work
with business mentors to set up
their own student business and
try out the world of business.
As a result, alumni are twice as
likely to start their own business, and earn one third more
than their peers.
Ciaran Sheehan, President of
the Friends of Young Enterprise
NI
Foundation
Inc
has
launched the work of the Foundation in New York and Belfast
this year, with ambitious plans
for 2019 to extend the support
for N Irish students to Boston
and right across the States. This
ambition was honored at the recent Homecoming Event in
Belfast for taking the bold step
to establish the Foundation to
increase the impact of the charity by working closely with US
partners to inspire N Irish
young people to succeed.
Ciaran explains, “Having
been Chair of Young Enterprise
N Ireland for over 6 years, I
have seen first-hand the impact
on young people from disadvantaged backgrounds. Not
everyone in N Ireland has benefitted from the peace dividend,
and it is important to ensure all
young people, particularly
those from challenging backgrounds, benefit from this experience.
The charity works with 1 in 3
of school age children, and we
want to make this 3 in 3. The

young people build their own
student businesses, and learn
the skills needed to run a successful business. N Ireland has
the lowest level of business
start-up levels across the UK
and a huge dependency on
public sector employment. For
long-term socio-economic stability and success, we need to
invest in our young people and
equip them with the skills they
need to take control of their
own futures.”
Last year the charity launched
a Shared Education initiative,

bringing together the Protestant
Boys and Catholic Girls schools
in socially deprived North
Belfast to create their own company. The students developed
an app that challenged the mental health issues in the local
area, and have developed skills
that will make them more employable & successful.
MD of the Company, Theo
Burton (age 18) said: "The opportunities that I have gained
from this are so fantastic. Before
this, I wouldn’t have dreamed
of being a leader. Now? I’d say

leadership has become a cornerstone of the person I am."
As part of our year end campaign, we ask you to support
this investment in the young
people of Northern Ireland. To
help them develop skills for
success and own their future.
To donate, find out more, or
get your business involved in
the year ahead, contact
Ciaran at Ciaran@
entrepreneurs-ni.com or
check out
https://www.facebook.com/
friendsofyeni/
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