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IRISH ECHO FIRST RESPONDERS AWARDS

Lon Cogley
Place of Birth: Evanston, Illinois 
Job Description: Chicago Fire Department Paramedic 2003 to present. AMBULANCE co. #1. 
United States Marine Corps 1998-2006. Machine Gunner 0331, Wpns Co 2/24. OIF II-2, 1 MEF, 24TH MEU, 1st MAR DIV. 
Why I chose this career: TO SERVE AND MAKE A DIFFERNCE. 
Proudest moment of my career: I am proud of all my choices and accomplishments. It has been challenging and rewarding.
I have had several departmental and DOD awards. I am humbled by them and do not like to draw any attention to them. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: Passing on my knowledge of my / our Irish heritage to my children and being proud of the
family name and heritage. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I am proud of my military/ CFD service 
2.  My children are my priority 
3.  I have never forgotten the sacrifices of my brothers

I
am a 48-year-old man of Irish ancestry. I am a proud father of 3 children. Declan 16, Ellie 13, Emma 7. I began my career
in EMS in 1992 as an EMT-A, EMT-P in 1995. I Joined the Marine Corps Reserves in 1998 and served thru 2006. I served
as a Machine Gunner (0331) and Team leader. I deployed to Iraq in 2004-2005. I am a combat veteran. I joined the

Chicago Fire Department in May of 2003 to the present. I am assigned to Ambulance co. 1. 

Katherine Dempsey
Place of Birth: Manhasset, NY 
Job Description: I am a Sales Tax Accountant for Henry Schein, Inc. and I have been with this company for 5 years. 
Why I chose this career: I actually did not choose this career and I graduated with a BS in Speech-Language Pathology. At
the time I did not want to go for my Master's so I took a job here for the time being. Well, 5 years later and now I can say this
was the best decision I made. I work with a great group of people and I love the company itself. 
Proudest moment of my career: I would say the proudest moment came when I really needed it. I was going through a tough
time in life and literally worked 6 days a week for several months just to keep myself occupied. That year, I received three
separate raises, all in one year. I couldn't be prouder knowing that my hard work was paying off. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: I have only visited Ireland once but I fell in love with the country. Every year, my extended
family gets together and we celebrate our heritage. We all wear our Aran sweaters and paddy caps while eating the traditional
corned beef and cabbage. The first Sunday of March my town celebrates St. Patrick's Day with a parade and celebration at
the fire house. The fire department, my ambulance corp, and all the schools participate. This year was my 10th parade. On
St. Patrick's Day every year I take a half day at work, go into the city to watch some of the parade and then I celebrate with
friends and family at the FDNY Emerald Society party. My father is a retired fireman and I love celebrating the holiday with
a bunch of Irish first responders playing the bagpipes. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I am an Accountant, Bartender, Dog Walker/Pet Sitter, and Babysitter 
2.  I have 2 bunnies as pets 
3.  I currently play on a dart league, kickball league, and bowling league

I
have been volunteering with the Mineola Volunteer Ambulance Corp for 10 years and I joined when I was only 20 years
old. I grew up in Garden City and my father is a member of the Mineola Fire Department for the past 30 years. He introduced
me to the first responder life and I knew I had to follow in his shoes. I hold the titles of past Secretary, Ex-President, Ex-

Lieutenant, and I am currently Captain. This department has been my second home. 

Joseph Duggan, Jr.
Place of Birth: Brooklyn, NY 
Job Description: Battalion Chief assigned as commander of Battalion-48, Prospect Park, Brooklyn. As the battalion commander,
I am in charge of 150 firefighters and fire officers assigned to 6 companies in 4 firehouses in Borough Park, Park Slope and
Gowanus, Brooklyn. Responsible for command at fires and major emergencies within the battalion response area. In 2017, Battalion-
48 responded to 2,807 fires and emergencies. 
Why I chose this career: The FDNY is a para-military organization whose mission is to protect life & property in the City of New
York. Since childhood I have always been attracted to military service and the fire department; I suppose most young men are.
The nobility of the vocation and the brotherhood of the profession are unlike any other occupation in the world. 
Proudest moment of my career: The days in the immediate aftermath of the 9/11 attacks are for me the proudest time on the job.
After having suffered horrendous losses to New York City and to the FDNY specifically, signs appeared in almost every firehouse
and vehicle in New York - "Still the greatest job on earth." Despite losing 30 friends and comrades I was awestruck by the
indomitable spirit that the FDNY displayed and the response from the public; I still am inspired by that time. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: I have celebrated my Irish heritage with travel to County Galway, my grandparents’ home, and
with a deep interest in Irish history. However, foremost in my reverence for my Irish roots is through my membership in the FDNY
Pipes & Drums. For over 24 years I have been a piper in the band. During that tenure I have played the pipes in the White House,
the 2006 All-Ireland Pipe Championships and for untold number of weddings, parades, retirements and funerals. Our ultimate
function as a band is when the FDNY Pipes & Drums brings home a fallen firefighter at a Line-of-Duty funeral. In my opinion that
is the greatest celebration of Irish heritage. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  Recently started yoga. 
2.  Applied to the U.S. Naval Academy
in 1985. 
3.  No middle initial.

J
oe is the grandson of Irish immigrants who made their way to Brooklyn in 1926 from County Galway. He was commissioned
a 2LT in the Army Reserve graduating from college; deployed in Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003 in charge of a civil affairs
team.  Joe was appointed to the FDNY in 1991; promoted to lieutenant in 2002 captain in 2007 and Battalion Chief in 2010.

Chief Duggan recently passed the Deputy Chiefs test.  Joe resides in Breezy Point with his wife of 17 years Maryellen and his
daughters Reilly & Caileigh who attend Xaverian High School and Fontbonne Hall Academy. 


