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Patrick Donston 

Place of birth: Cleveland, Ohio 
Company & position: ABSOLUTELY FISH INC; PRESIDENT 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how did your
profession/job/volunteering work help others? I think it is
more about what we did for animals. We had no choice but
to commit in working every day to care for the ten thousand
baby fish at our Aquaculture Facility as well as the 14,000
gallons of tropical fish we house from around the world. 

Through voluntary stay-home policy, our work-force
decreased by 50%. This made the day to day duties
exasperating, difficult and tiresome to say the least.
Surprisingly moral was good, probably because we knew
the importance of our jobs with respect to animal-care. It
came easy with our love for fishes. 

As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did you cope
during the pandemic? We reduced hours of work, so that
our employees could get home to family and love ones at
reasonable hours. I felt this was the most important for
mental health. Of course, we installed plexi-glassed in our
office and retail floor areas and where there may be outside
interaction. Mandatory mask policy and one designated
employee every hour to deep clean with germicidal and
virucidal disinfectant mixes. 
Biography: This September Absolutely Fish just passed our
20 year anniversary. Viewed by many as New Jersey's
premiere aquatics center, we've been certified and awarded
numerous times through conservation societies. We've just
been awarded one of the "America's Coolest Pet Stores" by
Pets Plus magazine. "Education/Conservation, the art and
science of fish keeping is our passion and what defines us."

Nick Jordan 

Place of birth: Enniscorthy Co Wexford Ireland 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how did your
profession/job/volunteering work help others? Our main work is
drilling water wells and providing access to clean water in rural Uganda
communities. The Uganda national government asked Wells of life to be
a first responder. With support from our donors we purchased and
distributed over 80,000 bars of soap and over 500 facemasks to
communities’ hospitals and health centers. We created handwashing
stations to prevent the spread of the virus. 

We were given the freedom to continue our work which our team
willingly did knowing the risks involved and to date have repaired 26
broken wells and drilled 23 new wells. 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did you cope during the

pandemic? We took the necessary safety precautions when traveling
throughout the rural communities and kept in close contact with our
office here in Irvine California as well as our office in Ireland. We chose
to continue doing the life-giving work or providing access to clean water
and since the pandemic began, we have been able to serve over 60,000
people with access to clean water. 
Biography: I am originally from Kiltealy, County Wexford and after
teaching school in Dublin for four years immigrated in 1986. 

Spent two decades involved in the real estate sector and in 2008
founded Wells of life. As the organization grew, I finally became the full-
time CEO in December 2015. I lead an organization that’s based on three
continents that after 10 years of drilling wells no provides water to over
600,000 people every day. A water well is the difference between life and
death and so we work with schools’ churches businesses and families to
provide water wells.

Martin Griffin

Place of Birth: Connemara, Galway, Ireland
Company & Position: I am self employed with a small
construction company in Massachusetts. 
During the Coronavirus pandemic how did your
profession/job/volunteering work help others? I didn’t really do
a lot, I just checked on two of my cousins and an older lady on my
street to make sure they were okay and if the needed food
shopping I would go for them and then leave it at their doors.
Biography: My name is Martin Griffin, and I was born in a little
village called Scneebe in Connemara. I have been living in
Boston, MA since 1980 where I run a small construction company.
I didn’t really lose a lot during the virus, only those first few weeks
where people were putting jobs on hold because they didn’t want
anyone in their homes. I didn’t really do much in the way of
volunteering, I just looked after the elderly who lived on my street
by doing their shopping and making sure they didn’t have to be
out and possibly be exposed to the virus. My contribution during
the pandemic was minor compared to all the front-line volunteers
and workers. 

Tara Cummins 

Place of birth: Brooklyn New York 
Company & position: NYP- Columbia -
Registered Nurse 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how
did your profession/job/volunteering
work help others? I worked as RN, my
unit was the first COVID unit in our
hospital. I actually worked with COVID at
the beginning 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how
did you cope during the pandemic?
Thankfully the team that I have at my
workplace is amazing and we all
supported each other.

Christina Blum 

Place of birth: Bermuda 
During the Coronavirus
Pandemic, how did your
profession/job/volun-
teering work help oth-
ers? As a volunteer Irish
dance teacher, the coron-
avirus pandemic forced
us all to adapt, and quick-
ly. A lot of us were facing
the same challenges: how
do we teach virtually?
How do we keep dance

fun and engaging, especially for our young dancers? I did
everything I could to keep dance engaging for my students,
to continue their learning, and most importantly try to retain
some sense of normalcy. I am a firm believer that teachers
are also mentors, but the pandemic brought about different
challenges being a mentor to others while also trying to nav-
igate our own way through this. 

There was a great deal of empathy that I needed to bring
each day to our classes, constantly reminding myself to
understand how our students must feel. Their learning
styles were completely upended as they had to adapt to a
drastic change in a “new” way of life. I often checked in to
see how they were coping with these changes, letting them
know that they could always reach out if they needed to talk,

whether or not it involved Irish dance. In any capacity, I will
be there for our students—even if I have to be silly to put a
smile on their face or show them how my dogs dance to
Irish music!! 

After the travel restrictions were lifted in NYC, I came
down to North Carolina where I continued my volunteer and
mentorship with the Irish dance school virtually. At that
time, our school partnered with the New York Irish Center, in
virtually hosting our 3rd Irish Annual Irish Heritage Night.
This year’s Heritage Night was a little different, not only in it
being virtual, but also in doing a fundraiser for the NYIC
itself. Friends and supporters from all over got together to
watch various singers, dancers, musicians, and community
members from Queens and the local area. I’ve learned that
despite these challenging times, it is important not only to
give back to our community, but also find ways to bring our
community together. I hope everyone felt a sense of com-
munity while watching the virtual heritage night, and look
forward to being back together next year.

Outside of Irish dance, I also became a certified therapy
dog handler. While most senior centers are closed, I have
been able to do home visits within my parents’ community
here in North Carolina. I’ve found any way I could to foster a
sense of community and put a smile on people’s faces,
whether through dogs or dance- for that is what we all need
to get through this together. 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did you cope dur-
ing the pandemic? Navigating through the shut down and
the drastic change in one’s way of life certainly is no easy

feat. I recognized how the restrictions were in place for the
benefit of the whole community, in hopes that the virus will
someday be eradicated. I took each day head on, constant-
ly reminding myself that we, as a community, will get
through this as long as we followed our community’s guide-
lines. Each day I dedicated to doing something for our dance
students, such as making videos so that they could stretch
or drill themselves at home. 

I also gave back where I could. I greatly admired our
nurses and doctors who were working long days to save oth-
ers, and I applaud them for how they were able to cope with
such difficulties. As strange as this may sound, but donat-
ing to various organizations to raise monies for PPE, or buy-
ing gift cards at a local restaurant to give to our healthcare
workers, helped me cope. It was that sense of compassion
and empathy that got me through, as it was a constant
reminder that we are all in this together. By being compas-
sionate, not only will we become stronger as individuals, but
we will strengthen our community. 
Biography: Being born in Bermuda, Christina grew up in a
multicultural community boasting various dance and music
forms. Although she had her start in ballet, it wasn’t until
the family moved to Michigan, where she fell in love with
Irish dancing and exclusively focused on Irish dance at the
age of 7. Now, as a resident of New York City, she helps
teach at the McManus School of Irish Dance and passes on
her love of dance and Irish music to children. She thor-
oughly enjoys cultivating the kind of community feel that
she benefited from while growing up.
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