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CHRISTINA SCHAUDEL
Profession: Academic Advisor for the Arts
and Humanities. Adjunct Professor with the
Performing Arts Department
How have you continued to practice your
art during the pandemic?

C
hristina is a proud member (and
alumni) of the SUNY Rockland
Community College faculty and

administrative staff. She graduated with her
MFA in Acting from the Actors Studio Drama
School at Pace University and will be
starting her Doctoral Studies in Educational
Leadership in June. She is an ever-constant
advocate for the arts in education and
continues to speak about the importance
that the arts have in our everyday lives. She
is first generation Irish- American, as her
mother Mary hails from Co. Kerry, Ireland
and serves as a key member of the Irish
Heritage Committee at RCC.

HILARY BEIRNE 
Profession: Chief Administrator, New York City’s St
Patrick’s Day Parade 
How have you continued to practice your art during
the pandemic? It has been difficult to operate what is
considered the largest cultural Parade in the world
during the pandemic. Because of the pandemic, we
dramatically increased our use of social media. We
ensured the tradition of the Irish marching on the
streets of New York City every year since 1762 (259
years) remained intact. This was done by organizing two
symbolic parades in 2020 and again in 2021 with
members of the parade board, parade committee,
essential workers, first responders, and the 69th
Regiment.

In 2021, due to NY State covid-19 health guidelines
which resulted in the inability to host any large-scale event, we produced not only the
symbolic parade on March 17th honoring First Responders & Essential Workers, we also
produced a virtual parade, a virtual journal, hosted a one-hour show, launched a social
media St. Patrick’s Day greeting campaign, and live-streamed the symbolic parade. All
of these events were hosted on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and our newly redesigned
website. The live-streamed symbolic parade alone was viewed by 198,000 with approx.

50% of the comments on March 17th coming from
Ireland. In January, the Parade produced a one-hour TV
show with the Catholic Faith network featuring the 2021
honorees which were broadcasted on local TV channels
multiple times in March, in the lead-up to the parade in
the New York area. All in, we amass a worldwide
audience of over 500,000 across all media platforms.
Because of the inability to host a large-scale parade, we
diverted our efforts towards increased engagement of
technology and social media, this was necessary in
order to engage our traditional audience, but also it was
done to increase the parade’s profile and engagement
with the younger generation. Engaging the younger
generation at this level (technology wise) will ensure the
future of the Parade for many years to come. 

H
ilary Beirne hails from Boyle, Co Roscommon. As
the Chief Administrator of the Parade, he ensures
the operations of the world’s largest and oldest

cultural Parade run smoothly every March 17th. Under his direction, the Parade has
increased its engagement of technology and social media while maintaining the
traditions of the Parade stretching back 259 years. With a team of dedicated
volunteers, he coordinates the marching sequence of the parade, parade events and is
responsible for press and social media announcements, and all Parade’s publications.

Mr. Beirne is also the Chairman of the St Patrick’s Day Foundation, NYC. 

DARRAH CARR 
Profession: Artistic Director of Darrah Carr
Dance and Assistant Professor in the
Conservatory of Dance at Purchase College,
SUNY.

How have you continued to practice your art
during the pandemic? Darrah Carr Dance has
persevered in creatively and successfully
pivoting their public performances, Arts in

Education workshops, and Community
Outreach programs to the online
environment during the pandemic.
While maintaining a focus on their
signature style of ModERIN – a

unique blend of traditional Irish
step and contemporary

modern dance - the
company also
explored new
themes of urban and
rural environments

given that their
dancers were

quarantined in many different
places throughout New York City
and the tri-state area.

Darrah Carr Dance shared pandemic
projects widely on both national and

international virtual platforms presented by
Irish Arts Center, Tune Supply, Irish American
Writers & Artists, Dancer from the Dance
Festival of Irish Choreography curated by John
Scott, and Cáca Milis Cabaret at Wexford Arts
Centre with Banshee, among others.

Meanwhile, Darrah Carr Dance’s virtual
performance during the Irish American Writers
and Artists Transatlantic Salon was hailed by
The Irish Echo as "during the lockdown, the
company shot individual videos of their roles in
backyards, parks, and apartments,
demonstrating the power of dance to uplift in
any setting." As Darrah Carr Dance pivoted to
virtual performances, the company maintained
focus on Arts in Education and Community
Outreach programs with the goal of producing
virtual events that are family friendly and
readily available online. 

Last October, Darrah Carr Dance filmed a
socially distanced version of their Arts in
Education lecture demonstration program at
the Sugarloaf Performing Arts Center in order
that they could continue their extensive work
with K-12 schools through the rosters of Young
Audiences New Jersey and Siegel Artist
Management.

Artistic Director Darrah Carr was invited to
share her experiences with transferring the
company’s Arts in Education programs to the
online environment during a presentation at
the virtual National Dance Education

Organization Conference in October. The
company also transferred lecture-
demonstrations on the history and
contemporary practice of Irish step dance to
the online environment with presentations over
Zoom for New York University, Coffeyville
Community College, Fei Tian College, and
Warwick Center for the Performing Arts,
among others.

While Darrah Carr Dance eagerly awaits the
return to live performance and in-person
teaching, the company will continue to rely on
the power of dance to uplift spirits and to carry
us forward.

D
arrah Carr Dance itself is a Bessie-Award
nominated Irish dance company based
in New York City that specializes in

ModERIN: a unique blend of traditional Irish
step and contemporary modern dance.
Performance highlights: “Good Morning
America,” “The Today Show,” Carnegie Hall,
Irish Arts Center, Irish Repertory Theatre, Duke
Theater, New Victory Theater, Jazz at Lincoln
Center, Celebrate Brooklyn, Jacob’s Pillow
Dance Festival, MASS MoCA, The Yard, and
Dublin’s Project Arts Centre. Artistic Director
Darrah Carr, PhD, MFA, is an Assistant
Professor in the Conservatory of Dance at
Purchase College. Darrah Carr Dance is
represented exclusively by Siegel Artist
Management.

CIARAN O'REILLY 
Profession: Theatre Producer/Director/Actor

C
iaran O'Reilly was born in Virginia, Co.
Cavan, He co-founded The Irish Repertory
Theatre, a New York institution serving

50,000 people annually, where he works as
Producing Director actor and director. He has
produced nearly 200 plays and musicals.

Ciaran has been honored with several
prestigious theatrical awards including Drama
Desk, Drama League, and the Eugene O’Neill
Lifetime Achievement Award. President Michael
D Higgins presented him with the Presidential
Distinguished Service Award in 2019. An avid
motorcyclist, he has made solo trips around the
world and from the Artic Ocean to Tierre Del
Fuego in South America.


