
SEAN MCMENAMIN 
Profession: Retired Facilities Engineer/Director at
DuPont in Wilmington, DE 
How have you continued to practice your art during
the pandemic? As a member of the executive board of
The Commodore Arts and Culture Center, we have
taken advantage of this time of closures due to Covid
to make improvements to our facility. We have
maintained communication throughout the 2020-21
year virtually and have been able to plan various
events once the city opens up again.

S
ean McMenamin was born in the village of
Killadangan, Westport, County Mayo, Ireland in
1941. As a child, he attended Killadangan

National School, Westport Christian Brothers School,
and Westport Technical School, where he specialized
in construction trades. Sean enjoyed playing sports
growing up, as well as experimenting with shortwave
radio; connecting with different parts of the world in
hopes of one day traveling to those various places. At
18, Sean began his adventure by moving to England to
complete his apprenticeship. After six years, Sean
decided to make the move to America.
Sean’s only dilemma upon his arrival was...should it be
Pittsburgh or New York? But after a visit with his
cousin Austin McGreal, fate intervened in that decision

when Austin said “Give Philadelphia a try.” Sean then
decided to call the “City of Brotherly Love” home. Sean
joined the Mayo Society shortly after his arrival, along
with playing football for the Mayo Team. Sean proudly
served two years in the U.S. Army.
In 1966, Sean met his wife, Johanna at the Irish Center.
They were married in 1968 at St. Martin of Tours
church in the Oxford Circle neighborhood of
Philadelphia where they raised their four children,
Margaret, Sean, Noreen, and Eileen. Sean and
Johanna truly lived by example as faith-filled
individuals, devoted parents, and true role models of
the community and the church.
Sean worked for DuPont, DuPont Merck, Bristol-

Myers Squibb in Wilmington, DE, for 30 years where
he retired in 2003, holding the position of Engineering
and Facilities Manager; never missing a day of work
during all his years. While working full time, Sean also
attended Spring Garden College for two years, and
became a member of the International Society of
Pharmaceutical Engineers.
Sean was and still remains a dedicated father. He was
a volunteer assistant coach for his daughters’ Track
and Field Teams at Little Flower Catholic High School
for Girls for 17 years in the 1980’s-90’s. Sean is also
“Pop” to seven grandchildren; Kaylee, Kiera, Maura,
Johanna, Patrick, John, and James, as well as father-
in-law to Jim, Steve, and John.
In 2009, Sean and his wife Johanna were inducted into
the Delaware Valley Irish Hall of Fame. Sean lovingly
and devotedly cared for Johanna throughout her two
battles with cancer, until her passing in 2010.
Over the past decade, Sean has continued his spirit

of charity by making it his goal to see the Irish Center
flourish and continue for generations to come. With
the assistance and support of members of the Irish
Center, Sean set up a 10 year capitol improvement plan
which included updates to the electricity, roof, air
conditioning, flooring, putting in an elevator, and most
of all, making the Irish Center the “Commodore John
Barry Arts and Cultural Center”; a 501c3, non-profit
charitable and cultural organization. Sean was elected
as the President of the Mayo Association from 1971-74,
and again from 2013-15. He was also the first President
of the Commodore John Barry Arts and Cultural
Center.
Sean was chosen to be the 2019 Grand Marshall of

the Philadelphia St. Patrick’s Day parade in
Philadelphia in recognition of his work in keeping the
Irish Culture alive in the city and surrounding suburbs.
Sean’s dedication to his family and to the Irish
community is an inspiration. Sean has worked
tirelessly and passionately to continue to preserve the
Irish culture in Philadelphia for generations to come.
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CHRIS RANNEY  
Profession: Pianist/Conductor/Music Director/Media
Producer
How have you continued to practice your art during the
pandemic? I started a company called Tune Supply along
with my partner Caitlin Warbelow. Tune Supply supports
musicians, singers, and dancers in the traditional music
scene and provides a platform for virtual performance and
instruction.

O
riginally from Washington State, Chris now resides in
Manhattan and serves as the Associate Conductor of
the hit Broadway musical Come From Away. Chris is

the co-founder of the innovative new online music platform
Tune Supply, which delivers virtual performance and
learning resources and seeks to keep artistic communities
connected and musicians working during the pandemic. As
a pianist, Chris’ wide range of stylistic influences are
apparent in his accompaniment, bringing a fresh take to
traditional tunes and modern compositions alike. His skills
as a producer, engineer, and editor also shine in Tune
Supply’s numerous virtual productions.

Congratulations to
all our Award Winners

— From The Irish Echo —


