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MARY KAY
HENEGHAN 
Profession: Irish
Dance Teacher
How have you
continued to practice
your art during the
pandemic? Yes. After a
quick shift to google
classroom and then
Zoom, we were able to
keep teaching. We then
did "parking lot pop up
classes" and "practice
in the Park" until we
were able to move back indoors following covid guidelines. 

B
orn in Buffalo, NY. Mary Kay started Rince Na Tiarna (RNT), in 1986. She
received her Master's Degree in counseling education from Canisius College.
RNT is the first school in North America to win gold at the All Ireland's in team

dancing in 2004. The school has produced several world champion winners and
medalists. Three RNT dancers were cast as part of Riverdance's 25th Anniversary tour
which was postponed. Mary Kay volunteers for the MidAtlantic Region, the Irish Dance
Teacher's Association of North America and International Work Group that was
established by An Comisiun Le Rince Gaelacha (CLRG)

DIANE
V. BYRNES 
Profession: Producer &
Host of Echoes of Erin
on WEDO 810AM. 
How have you
continued to practice
your art during the
pandemic? I prepare

music, content, arrange interviews and contact News Correspondents for a weekly
radio broadcast every Sunday. My Correspondents come from the four corners of
Ireland - Donegal, Galway, Dublin, and Belfast.

F
ebruary 2021 began my 33rd year on the air on WEDO 810AM with 'Echoes of
Erin', the Irish radio program out of Pittsburgh, Pa. There is a re-broadcast every
Wednesday at 1:30 PM on www.kdwradio.com out of Florida. Previously I was a

Promoter of Irish talent producing many concerts in the Pittsburgh region. My day job
was as Office Manager for a non-profit veteran's organization for 11 1/2 years. Today I
am retired.

ELIZABETH O'REILLY  
Profession: Artist and Teacher
How have you continued to practice
your art during the pandemic? The one
thing painters never have enough of is
time, and the pandemic gave me that. I

spent six weeks with a friend on
Long Island and made a portfolio of
new watercolors where I tried out
new ideas and more abstract work.
Then I went to an artist friend, Lois
Dodd, in Cushing, Maine and we
worked side by side for three months
in her gigantic studio in her barn.
The days were productive and
uninterrupted. It was a kind of bliss.
I would start every day with a walk,
and most days I would see some
interesting creature; a porcupine, a
rafter of turkeys and on one special
day, a pileated woodpecker. A
pandemic will quiet the roads. The
Caldbeck Gallery in Rockland Maine
showed the watercolors in an e-
catalog, and this summer my oil
paintings will be in a two-person
show at the same gallery with my
friend. It was actually a very
productive year.

I
was born in West Cork, but went
to school in Dublin and County
Meath. I studied at St. Patrick's

College and became an elementary
school teacher. It was when I came
to the US that I was able to get my

MFA in painting at Brooklyn College. I've
been painting and teaching painting
since I graduated in '92. My work has
been shown at the George Billis gallery in
Chelsea for twenty years, but I also show
at the RHA show in Dublin every year. The
Caldbeck gallery in Maine will show my
work from this pandemic year.

EAMONN WALL 
Profession: I have been writing
and publishing poetry, reviews,
and essays in books,
magazines, and journals for
thirty years. My first book,
Dyckman-200th Street (Salmon
Poetry) was published in 1994
and my most recent, From Oven
Lane to Sun-Prairie: In Search of
Irish-America (Arlen
House/Syracuse UP), was
published in 2019. In addition to
being a writer, I work as a
professor of English and Global
Studies at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis.
How have you continued to
practice your art during the
pandemic? I have continued
with my practice of writing and
reading during the pandemic. But,
ethically and practically, it has been a
challenge. Both the pandemic and the
Trump presidency have been entwined
and all-consuming, and it has been
impossible for me to avoid them in what
I write, particularly in poems, and even
when I am trying not to. I have taken part
in readings and lectures on Zoom--both a
reader and audience member--and this
has lessened the isolation. I have been
reading a great deal while thinking, at
times, that I'd prefer to be meeting
friends for a drink or for coffee.

I
was born in 1955, raised in
Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford, and am one
of the many Irish who arrived in the US

in the 1980s. From 1984-1992, I lived in
New York City where I earned a Ph.D. in
English from the CUNY-Graduate Center.
My poetry collections include Junction
City: New and Selected Poems 1990-2015.
Two of my non-fiction books are From the
Sin-e Cafe to the Black Hills: Notes on the
New Irish, and Writing the Irish West:
Ecologies and Traditions. I live in
Missouri where I teach at the University
of Missouri-St. Louis.

TURLOUGH MCCONNELL  
Profession: Writer and producer. President and CEO Turlough McConnell Communications
How have you continued to practice your art during the pandemic? Since march 2020 I have created and produced
more than a dozen online productions. Production partners include Quinnipaic University, Boston College and the
New York Irish Center.

T
urlough McConnell is a writer, playwright and producer specializing in historical topics, including special features
published in Irish-America media and projects exhibited in museums in the U.S. and Ireland. Turlough’s pre-
pandemic theatrical productions include The Land of Promise: A Celebration of the Scots-Irish in partnership with

Carnegie Hall’s Migrations the Making of America; since the pandemic he has created many virtual productions
including a celebration of the 1976 film “To the Western World” for which he won the 2021 Spirit of the Festival Award
at Origin 1st Irish Theatre Festival. He lives in New York with his family.


