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FREIA TITLAND 
Profession: Freia is an adjunct Professor
of visual and performing arts at SUNY
Rockland College in Suffern, NY. She is
also an actor, model, writer and the
founder and festival director of the
Midnight Film Festival, the Body Positive
Film Festival and the Divine Feminine
Arts and Film Fest. She is dedicated to
creating and sharing art in its many
forms with as many people as she can.
How have you continued to practice
your art during the pandemic? I have
been fortunate enough to continue to
work as an actor and model during the
pandemic. I have also hosted a 48 Hour
Quarantine Film Challenge where teams
of any size banded together to create
short films from page to screen in only
48 hours. It was an incredibly fun way to
bring some joy into an uncertain situation
in the early days of lockdown. In January
I also celebrated hundreds of filmmakers
and creatives from all around the globe
with my film fest, the Midnight Film
Festival. We met both in person and
online and held filmmaker Q&A’s, virtual
screenings, and readings of original
screenplays.

F
reia M. Titland is an actor (SAG-
AFTRA, AEA), model, writer & the
founder and festival director of the

Midnight Film Festival. Freia is an adjunct
professor of visual and performing arts
and the host of the Body Positive Goddess
podcast. Through her company, Midnight
Films, Freia has produced various award-
winning creative projects and short films.
Thank you so much for this honor!
www.freiatitland.com

NIALL O'LEARY 
Profession: Irish dance & music
performer and teacher, architect.
How have you continued to practice
your art during the pandemic? It has
been extremely challenging, but we have
kept it going with the help of a great
team!

N
iall O’Leary is a former All-Ireland
and World Champion dancer from
Dublin, Ireland. The Niall O’Leary

School of Irish Dance has been
community-building and training
champions since 1995, and currently has
locations in New York City, Miami in
Florida, and Mexico. We currently offer
video classes in Irish dance and music
worldwide. O’Leary performs regularly as
a solo artist, in duet with Darrah Carr,
with Mick Moloney’s Green Fields of
America, and with his professional
company The Niall O’Leary Irish Dance
Troupe. He is in constant demand across
the USA, as well as Canada, Ireland, and
Asia as a performer, choreographer,
master instructor and adjudicator in Irish
Dance. He is the Artistic Director of the
Irish Arts Center's New York City Irish
Dance Festival. He served as President of

the Irish Business Organization of NY Inc.
(2010-11). Additionally, O’Leary practices
as an architect He has been honored by
Irish America Magazine as one of the ‘Top
100 Irish-Americans of the Year’, and by
the Irish Echo newspaper as a
‘Community Champion.’
www.nialloleary.com

MAURA MULLIGAN 
Profession: Dancer/Writer/ Teacher (language &
dance)
How have you continued to practice your art
during the pandemic? YES. 1. Happily wrote articles
for The Irish Echo Newspaper. 2.Delighted be a
volunteer teacher of Irish language for the NY Irish
Center on Zoom. 3.Enjoy teaching a socially
distanced outdoor dance class at Donnelly Park in
West New York, NJ.

M
aura Mulligan, a native of Aghamore, Co.
Mayo, is a retired ESL teacher, Céilí Dance
instructor, Irish language teacher and author

of the memoir, "Call of the Lark." Her articles/essays
have appeared in The Writing Irish of New York, Irish
America magazine,The Irish Echo Newspaper, The
Irish Examiner, Glór Achadh Mór, and 650Where
Writers Read. In 2018, she was honored as “Irish
Woman of the Year” by The Irish Heritage Committee
of the NYC Department of Education. She is founded
of Nollaig na mBan NY - a charity group which raises
funds for a women's shelter.

BARRY STAPLETON 
Profession: Director: Ward Irish Music Archives.
Entertainment Staff: Milwaukee Irish Fest
How have you continued to practice your art
during the pandemic? Yes...we've been very busy
with the Archives. Two grant positions have
continued digitizing at the Archives and Jeff
Ksiazek, our archivist, has posted many tunes on
our social media pages. I just did a general Irish in
Music program for a local historical society. I've
made a commitment to stay in touch with Irish
entertainers over this past difficult year.

B
arry is the director of the Ward Irish Music
Archives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Through
the archives he has published three CDs, the

latest being “Francis O’Neill Cylinders: 32
recordings of Irish Traditional Music in America
circa 1904.” Barry has given programs at many
conferences in the U.S. and in Ireland. He has
organized conferences on Bing Crosby, Irish Music
and Celtic Festivals. He has presented at the Library
of Congress, Folk Alliance, Hofstra University and
the Na Piobairi Uilleann, Pipers Club, Dublin,
Ireland. Barry has presented at the American
Conference for Irish Studies, ACIS national and
regional conferences

BRIAN O'DONOVAN 
Profession: Producer/Host/Arts Manager

B
orn in Clonakilty and immigrating to the
United States in 1980, Brian O’Donovan’s
varied career spans professional sports,

facility and event management, writing, and
public broadcasting. He has served as Vice
President of the New England Patriots, General
Manager of The New England Revolution Soccer
Team, and Producer/Host of A Celtic Sojourn on
public broadcasting’s WGBH in Boston. He is a
producer of live music, radio and television
events and also a tour guide specializing in trips
to the Celtic countries.


