
Ryan Greff 

Where you live: Fair
Lawn, New Jersey 
Place of Birth:
Englewood, New Jersey 
Age: 22 
Family: I come from a
long line of proud Irish
Americans, dating back
to when my great-great
grandmother came from
Ireland to America
through Ellis Island. At
one point in history,
Ellis Island was the
busiest immigrant
inspection station in the
United States. 

First Job: Intern with the Small Business Development
Center at Ramapo College 
What it taught me: Interning with the Small Business
Development Center at Ramapo College taught me the
importance of treating others with kindness and respect.
Small business owners from various walks of life come to
the Small Business Development Center for different kinds
of services that range from help with starting a business,
acquiring capital, or growing an enterprise. However, each
person, no matter their background or industry, needs to
be treated with a certain level of respect and compassion
if they are to be effectively helped. 
Current Company and position: I am currently serving as

the Chairperson of the Economic Recovery Task Force
Initiative of the New Jersey Small Business Development
Center at Ramapo College. The New Jersey Small
Business Development Center is a federal-state-education
partnership, primarily funded by the United States Small
Business Administration, that provides no-cost business
management counseling and information services to small
business owners and aspiring entrepreneurs. 
Best advice you could give someone starting out: The
place where you are most likely to succeed is a place
where you are valued. If you do not feel valued for your
contributions, you will most likely not be able to put your
best foot forward at your workplace. However, if your
employer does value your contributions, you will be more
likely to be inspired to work harder, form bold ideas, and
make a difference in your workplace. 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? There is a
quote from famed Irish author Oliver Goldsmith that
asserts "success consists of getting up just one more time
than you fall." I live life by this quote. A life without
setbacks and failures is a life that is not worth living. A
person is not judged by how much they fail at something,
as long as they are willing to get back up and try again. 
Furthermore, staying true to my Irish immigrant heritage, I
support immigrant owned businesses through my service
with the New Jersey Small Business Development Center. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about
me....
1.  A volunteer as an Assistant Scoutmaster in the Boy
Scouts of America 
2.  My favorite color is blue 
3.  I enjoy wearing funky socks on special occasions 

W
hen COVID-19 first hit the United States in the
spring of 2020, Bergen County, New Jersey was
among the places leading the nation in confirmed

coronavirus cases. At this time, Ryan Greff was appointed
by the regional director of the New Jersey Small Business
Development Center in Bergen County to spearhead the
center’s Economic Recovery Task Force Initiative. The
Small Business Development Center is a federal-state-
education partnership, primarily funded by the U.S. Small
Business Administration, that provides small businesses
with no-cost business management counseling and
information services. As the newly appointed Chairman of
a federally-funded Economic Recovery Task Force
Initiative, Greff was charged with the creation and
supervision of specialized economic recovery task force
teams designed to provide comprehensive support to
struggling small businesses in the region. Since then, the
Economic Recovery Task Force Initiative has yielded
thousands of hours of service helping the small business
community recover from the aftermath of the COVID-19
crisis. 
Greff serves on the Board of the Ramapo College

Alumni Association. Greff graduated from Ramapo College
in the top 1% of his class. He is a recipient of the Eagle
Scout Award from the Boy Scouts of America and has
received numerous honors for his academic and
community service-related achievements. Most notably,
Greff has earned the Congressional Award. The
Congressional Award was established by the United States
Congress in 1979 to “recognize initiative, service, and
achievement in young people.” It is the nation’s highest
honor for youth.

Thomas J Tubridy

Where do you live?
Oceanside, NY 
Place of Birth: 
Broad Channel, NY. 
Age: 37
Status: Married
Family: Married to Tara
Dunleavy and have three
children Ava Ryan (4)
Devin Rae (18 months)
Brynn Kelly (18 months) 
First Job: Local Paper
Route for the Rockaway
Wave.
What it taught me: I had

one simple task: deliver the news on time and keep the paper
dry. It meant so much to all the customers and was key to
maintaining the route.  To add, it was as important to keep
good books. Otherwise, the cost for the paper had to come
out of my pocket or in other words it came out of my parent’s
pocket. 
Current Company and position: Senior Sales Representative
at Lincoln Financial.
Best advice you could give someone starting out:
Whatever position or task you are starting out in, come to it
with an open mind, be ready to learn and be adaptable to

change. It will take a long time to become an expert at your
craft so don’t get discouraged by the process. Lastly,
accountability is key. As soon as you can learn and
understand how to hold yourself accountable, you can then
hold everyone else around you as well. 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? Through music of
course! At the age of 18, I transitioned from barback to DJ at
McFadden’s on 42nd street in NYC. For 17 years, while
simultaneously jumping into the corporate world, I continued
as a professional DJ, MC and “Roadie” for DJS@WORKNYC.
I was afforded the opportunity to entertain thousands of
people by using an eclectic arrangement of music. My most
cherished events that always brought me back to my Irish
roots were playing to crowds at incredible venues such as:
The AOH Division 21 Rockaway Irish Festival, St. Patrick’s Day
celebrations at Park Avenue Tavern & Bungalow Bar
Restaurant, Saloon, Rory Dolans, Fordham University and
Manhattan College. Lastly, an annual tradition I look forward
to most is marching down 5th avenue alongside family with
the AOH Divisions 21 in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. It is a
privilege to have this opportunity and I am truly looking
forward to many more celebrations and marches ahead. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I wear two pairs of socks pretty much every day. 
2.  A long time ago, my Godfather taught me to play about 20
songs on the Chanter. One of these days, I will take it up again
and hopefully graduate to the bagpipes. 
3.  Notable guest that I have entertained at one point or
another at various events include: American Journalist

Megyn Kelly, Actress Jessica Biel, the late Stuart Scott of
ESPN, former Yankee Tino Martinez 

T
homas Tubridy is the son of Timothy (Retired FDNY) and
Patricia (Retired NYBOE) and is the youngest of 7
children. Thomas was raised in Broad Channel and

attended PS. 183 and JHS 180 until attending The Loyola
School.  Thomas attended Fordham University where he
earned a BA degree with a Major in Business Marketing.
While attending Fordham, Thomas was a 4-year Walk-on
member of the Men’s Basketball Program and a 3-year
President of the Student-Athlete Advisory Council.  
Currently, Thomas is a Senior Sales Representative at

Lincoln Financial where he works with insurance consultants
and brokers in the employee benefit industry. Thomas works
with small, medium to large-sized businesses, helping them
grow their benefit packages in a competitive marketplace.
Thomas enjoys helping these businesses differentiate their
benefit offerings to attract and retain employees. Through
Lincoln’s offerings, Thomas enjoys helping employees gain
optimism towards securing their financial future. 
In the summer time, Thomas enjoys spending time on the

boat with his wife Tara and their three daughters. Thomas’s
wife Tara is a Radio City Rockette where she has spent the
last 15 years dancing professionally.  When Broadway and all
the entertainment businesses open back up, Thomas is eager
to get back out and bring his daughters to cheer on Tara and
they will be sure to celebrate at one of the local Irish pubs for
after-show drinks!

Róisín Commane 

Where you live:Manhattan, NYC 
Place of Birth: Ennis, Co. Clare 
Age: 39 
Family: Parents - Paddy and Delia Commane; Brother &
Sister-in-law - Ger Commane & Claire Horn; Nieces -
Abigail and Gwen.
First Job: Singer at Bunratty Castle Banquets 
What it taught me: Stone floors and court shoes are a
bad combination! 
Current Company and position: Assistant Professor of
Earth and Environmental Sciences, Columbia University,
New York City 
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Oof.
I’ve just been really lucky with chances that came along so
I’m not sure I’m the best to answer this! I guess: Be open

to new opportunities, even if you think you shouldn't/aren't qualified to take the chance. 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? I’m a social musician (ie not very good but play
for fun at sessions) and was teaching beginner Irish dancing to try and get fit before the
pandemic.
Three things people would be surprised to know about me....
1.  After college, I couldn't find any friends to join me so I took the Trans-Siberian railway from
London and kept going until I ran out of money and flew home from Hong Kong. It was one of

the best solo trips I've ever been on but it really stressed out my mother. 
2.  I work in the Arctic a lot and I once spent an hour standing around at -40C just to watch
the northern lights in northern Canada but thankfully didn’t get frostbite! 
3.  For work, I often have to climb towers and have spent hundreds of hours on research
aircraft flying weird maneuvers (which I love) and yet, I'm not good with heights. 

R
óisín is an Assistant Professor in the Dept. Earth and Environmental Sciences, Lamont-
Doherty Earth Observatory at Columbia University. Her research group examines
multidisciplinary questions drawing together observations and modeling of atmospheric

chemistry and transport with terrestrial ecology and pollution emissions. Her recent research
has focused on the carbon dioxide and methane emissions from thawing permafrost in the
Alaskan and Canadian Arctic, and the emissions of carbon dioxide, methane and other
pollutants into the atmosphere in New York City. 
She has co-authored over 50 peer-reviewed articles, is a member of the Science Leadership

Groups of the North American Carbon Project, and she has received two NASA group
achievement awards for airborne research programs. 
Her Arctic research has been the subject of articles in the NY Times, Washington Post, etc.

and she was featured in the National Geographic Arctic Special in Sept 2019. Her recent work
on the impact of COVID-19 shutdowns on air quality in New York were shown on various new
outlets and been the subject of various articles on New York Times, Washington Post, BBC and
RTE News. 
Róisín grew up just outside Ennis, Co. Clare, obtained her BSc from University College

Dublin, MRes in Biomolecular Science from Imperial College London and PhD in Atmospheric
Chemistry from University of Leeds, UK and was a postdoc and Research Associate at Harvard
University 2009-2018 before moving to Columbia University.
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