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Gary Mannion 

Where you live: Lawrence, MA 
Place of Birth: Lawrence, MA 
Age: 31 
Family: Married; Wife - Kathryn
First Job: Waiter 
What it taught me: You can't spend life
trying to please other people, some people
just can’t be pleased. Wait tables for a week
at any restaurant and you'll get exactly what
I mean. Do what makes you happy and help
those around you. 
Current Company and position: Co-
Founder of Mill City Strategies a political
consulting firm. Firefighter, City of
Lawrence MA. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Your time and effort is worth
something. Don't work for anyone that
doesn't want to pay you what you think you
deserve. Never worry about what others are
doing, as long as you work as hard as you
can and give all your effort, you have done
all you can, and with that you can be proud. 

How do you embrace your Irish Heritage?
My Irish Heritage is something I am very
proud of and always excited to celebrate. I
have been a member of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians Rev. James T. O'Reilly OSA
Division 8 out of Lawrence MA since I was
18. My grandfather was Lifelong member of
this division as well. 
Three things people would be surprised
to know about me....
1.  I ran for a City Council position when I
was only 18 years old and only lost by 17
votes. 
2.  My wife and I are expecting our first
baby in July of 2021 
3.  I'm an avid fan of horse racing and I co-
own several Thoroughbred race horses. 

G
ary was born and raised in Lawrence,
MA. Gary worked on his first political
campaign at the age of 8, holding

campaign signs for a city council race, ten
years later he would run for that seat
himself. He received his Bachelors Degree
in Political Science from Merrimack College

in 2012. From 2014-2020, Gary served on
the Greater Lawrence Technical School
Committee. In 2015, he was elected as the
chairman of the Lawrence Democratic City
Committee, where he oversees the
grassroots organization of the party on a
local level. That same year he became a
Firefighter for the city of Lawrence,
becoming the third generation in his family
to do so. In 2016, he had the pleasure of
helping run the Democratic Presidential
caucus in Portland Maine. That year
Portland saw one of their largest voter
turnouts for a Presidential caucus. Gary has
focused his time working on races ranging
from small town races to state wide offices.
Gary has managed several successful
campaigns and has also created and
overseen multiple fields and GOTV
operations. In 2020 Gary was elected to
serve on the Massachusetts Democratic
State Committee and as a Delegate to the
2020 Democratic National Convention.

Kevin Byrne 

Where you live: Mahopac
Place of Birth: Carmel
Age: 36
Family: Son of Daniel and Patricia Byrne
with two siblings Christopher Byrne and
Trishia (Byrne) Spallina. Married to wife
Briana Byrne and father to 8-month-old son
Braeden Vincent Byrne.
First Job: Lifeguard at Clarence Fahnestock
State Parks, NYS Department of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
What it taught me: In addition to various
life-saving and first aid skills, I learned how
to communicate effectively with people from
all walks of life. Our state parks attract
visitors from all areas and backgrounds.
Ensuring that all who visited our parks were
safe and treated both equally and fairly was
very important.
Current Company and position: New York
State Assembly, Member of Assembly for
New York's 94th Assembly District
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: The good Lord gave us two
eyes, two ears, and one mouth. Watch, listen
and learn more than you speak. Find a
mentor that you admire, respect and seek to
learn from. It is important to speak up when
it counts, but be careful to listen and learn
so you can be better prepared for what lies
ahead. Never stop learning.
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage?
My great grandfather James J. Byrne of
Villierstown, Waterford County, Ireland who
immigrated to the United States of America
in 1905 by way of Ellis Island. He lived to 102
years of age affording me the good fortune
of knowing him as a young child. I continue
to stay in contact with my godfather and
uncle, Eddie Byrne, who lives with my aunt
and cousins in Galway, Ireland.
In addition to my familial connections to

Erin's Isle, I have directly embraced my Irish
Heritage in other ways:

I remain an active member of the
Emeralds Society of Putnam County, the
Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick of Putnam
County, and am an associative/honorary
member of the NYS Fraternal Order of Police
and Knights of Columbus Our Lady of the
Lakes Council # 6318.
I have also studied various historical

works on Irish history and culture,
submitting papers on Eamon de Valera and
others during my undergraduate studies at
the University of Scranton. I also play Irish
tunes on the highland bagpipes and small
pipes. During my college years, I performed
competitively and placed first in the
Rockland County Irish Feis in 2004.
I am a founding member of the Stephen P.

Driscoll Memorial Pipe Band, named after
NYPD Emergency Services Unit Police
Officer Stephen Driscoll who died on 9/11/01
during the attack on the World Trade Center.
In this capacity, I have also assisted in
musical performances accompanying the
Chieftains in Carnegie Hall, in addition to
performing at various other events at the
Javitz Center and The Town Hall Theatre in
NYC.
In my capacity as an elected member of

the New York State Assembly, I also serve an
active member of the American-Irish
Legislators Society of New York State,
participating in the NYC Saint Patrick's Day
Parade and raising funds for scholarships
that support Irish heritage around the state.
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1.  People are still surprised to learn I play
the bagpipes.
2.  I had always desired to serve in the U.S.
military. I joined Army ROTC in college, but
two previous spine surgeries caused by an
athletic injury in high school prevented me
from obtaining the required medical
approval needed to ultimately serve.
3.  I completed multiple Arabic language
classes as a college student.

K
evin Byrne is the current assembly
member for New York’s 94th Assembly
District and serves as the ranking

member of the Assembly Health Committee
and as chair of the Assembly Minority
Program Committee, making him the
youngest member of his conference’s
leadership team. Byrne also serves as an
active member of the Ways & Means,
Insurance, Labor, Transportation, and
Governmental Operations Committees.
Kevin resides in Mahopac with his wife,

Briana (Messina) Byrne, who has a busy
career as a physician assistant at Montefiore
Hospital, and their son, Braeden. He is the
third child of his two hardworking parents.
His father, Dan, recently retired after a 45+
year career working as a high-voltage
troubleshooter at Con Edison with the UWUA
Local 1-2, and his mother, Patty, is a past 20+
year employee of Putnam Hospital Center.
Kevin was born and raised in the Hudson

Valley, attending Carmel High School before
enrolling at the University of Scranton. As a
high school student, he showed an early
commitment to community service and
earned the rank of Eagle Scout. Following
his graduation from the University of
Scranton, Byrne returned to the Hudson
Valley and continued his volunteer service
as an assistant scoutmaster; member of the
Putnam Valley Town Planning Board; and
volunteer firefighter and EMT for the Kent
Volunteer Fire Department where he served
three terms as department president.
His commitment to service was later

recognized by Congresswoman Nan
Hayworth who appointed him deputy district
director. After serving the people of New
York’s 19th Congressional District, Kevin left
the public sector to serve as a regional
director for the American Heart Association.
While working full-time, he completed his
graduate studies and received his M.P.A.
concentrating in Healthcare Administration
at Marist College. 
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