
Megan Lynch 

Where you live: Bronx, NY 
Place of Birth: Queens, NY 
Age: 31 
Family: My husband, Steven, and I are expecting our first child this
spring. My wonderful parents, Loretta and Bill, inspired me to
become a public interest lawyer. My two brothers, Simon and Liam,
have been keeping me on my toes since day one. Lucky to have such
great in-laws back in Ireland: Sean, Patricia, Christine, Nicola, Clare
and Karen! 
First Job: Retail 
What it taught me: I learned that many jobs do not provide a livable
wage. Most of my colleagues had multiple jobs and were dependent
on getting consistent hours to make ends meet. 
Current Company and position: I currently work for Bronx Legal
Services as a Staff Attorney in their Housing Unit. 
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Find purpose in
your work, wherever you are on your journey. Job title matters less
than how you approach your work. 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? I joined the Brehon Law
Society of New York in law school. The Brehon Law Society is an
organization that promotes and protects human rights in the North
of Ireland. Through the Brehon Law Society, I had the opportunity to
complete an internship in Belfast working for human rights firm,
KRW Law, under the supervision of Niall Murphy. I continue to be
involved with the Brehon Law Society as an Officer and keep tabs on
current events and legal news. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me....
1.  I met my husband in Ireland. 
2.  I sang with Celine Dion in concert. 
3.  I have over fifty first cousins. 

M
egan was born in Queens, NY but spent most of her
childhood in Albany, NY where she attended the Doane
Stuart School. Upon graduating from high school she

enrolled at the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, MA. As a
college student she played for the women’s club soccer team and
volunteered locally as a tutor. Megan spent her junior year abroad in
Spain studying politics at the Universidade da Coruna in Galicia. She
graduated from Holy Cross with a degree in Political Science. 
After college, Megan spent one year as an AmeriCorps VISTA

volunteer in Troy, NY for a non-profit called Unity House where she
coordinated and developed their volunteer programming. She then
accepted a position as an International Fellow for PeacePlayers
International – Northern Ireland, a cross-community organization

that uses sport to bring young people together. There she spent two
years working in Belfast as a coach, facilitator, program coordinator,
and assisting with finance/grant writing. During this time she also
met her future husband, Steven.
Megan returned to New York to pursue her law degree at the City

University of New York (CUNY) School of Law. In her first year of law
school, she spent her winter break in the Mississippi Delta, with
fellow law students working on housing and civil rights cases for the
Mississippi Workers Center for Human Rights. That summer, she
received a Sorensen Center Fellowship to travel to Bogota, Colombia
and intern at Womens Link Worldwide researching and drafting
memoranda on pressing human rights issues impacting women and
girls. For her second year of law school she was selected by the
Brehon Law Society to intern in Belfast for the summer working for
KRW Law under the supervision of partner Niall Murphy. There she
assisted with the Loughinisland case which later was the subject of
the Trevor Birney documentary ‘No Stone Unturned,’ along with
other pending inquiries into deprivation of human rights in the
North. In her final year of law school, Megan participated in the
Human Rights and Gender Justice clinic at her law school first on
the Reproductive Justice docket advocating for the due process
rights of pregnant women in the U.S. and then on the Gender Justice
docket preparing a petition for the International Criminal Court. As a
member of the clinic, she had the opportunity to travel to the Hague
to meet with prosecutors regarding gender-based crimes committed
by ISIS, as well as conducting a presentation to graduate students
at Leiden University. During law school she was also selected to lead
a conversation with former Senator George Mitchell on the Northern
Irish Peace Process. 
Upon completing her law degree, Megan accepted an Excelsior

Fellowship with the New York State Division of Human Rights,
working in their central office in the Bronx. There she investigated
discriminatory patterns or practices in housing, employment and
public accommodations under New York State Law. In her second
year she transferred to the Division’s Prosecution Unit to handle
cases where the complainant was unrepresented. 
Megan then obtained employment as a Staff Attorney in the

Housing Unit at Bronx Legal Services where she continues to work
today. There she represents tenants facing eviction in Bronx Housing
Court, which has been entirely virtual since the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Since being at Bronx Legal Services, she has
successfully advocated for her clients both in and out of court by
connecting them with resources and engaging in litigation to raise
affirmative defenses or to get their case dismissed.
Megan looks forward to her next trip back to Ireland when

conditions allow!

Meghan Quinn 

Where you live: South Buffalo, NY 
Place of Birth: Rochester, NY 
Age: 36 
Family: I'm the daughter of Anita (Durkin)
and Patrick Crotty. My husband Kevin and I
have three children, Keira (11), Rory (9) and
Colleen (6). 
First Job: Finish Line, Sneaker Sales 
What it taught me: Find the right fit, what
might work for one person may not work for
another. Talk to the customer and figure out
what will meet their needs. 
Current Company and position: HSBC Bank
USA, N.A. - VP, Sr. Credit Manager,
Commercial Banking 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Find your balance. Early in my
career it was easy and necessary to work
long hours, but now I’m at the point in my life
where having time and flexibility is
invaluable. I’m fortunate that I can be
successful professionally while still having
time to devote to my family and friends,
attend important events and volunteer for
organizations I am passionate about. 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? I
embrace my heritage through Irish music and
dance. My favorites, the Wolfe Tones and
Black 47, are always on the playlist and there
is a good chance you can catch a jig from my
daughters or friends in my kitchen. I love
tradition, so in 2020, when both of the areas
parades were cancelled I organized an
impromptu parade around our block
complete with banners, music, dancers and
decorated trucks. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1.  Every year me and 10 of my old Irish

dancing friends get together and go out the
Saturday night before the downtown St.
Patricks Day parade. The RNT retired crew
hasn’t missed a night out in 15 years. 
2. I ran the Buffalo Marathon in 2013. 
3.  3. In 2016, my husband and I went to the
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. 

M
eghan Quinn’s pride and involvement
in her Irish heritage started at a
young age, with her parents Anita

and Patrick Crotty enrolling her in the Rince
Na Tiarna Irish Dance school at age 6.
Meghan continued Irish dance through her
life winning multiple regional and national
team titles, learning the value of hard work
and determination while making lifelong
friendships. 
In 1994, Meghan’s family took part in the

Belfast Summer Relief program. The Belfast
Summer Relief program began in 1975 to
provide children of Northern Ireland a
carefree summer away from the political
tension in Western New York (WNY). Through
this program Meghan met Pauline (Hutton)
Daniels who traveled from Derry, to stay with
Meghan and her parents for the summer.
Pauline quickly became part of the family.
Through the years both families have stayed
in touch with Meghan and Pauline visiting
most recently with their families in Buffalo in
2014 and Derry in 2016. 
Meghan is a graduate of Mount Mercy

Academy (2002) and John Carroll University
(2007) in Cleveland, OH. During her time at
John Carroll, Meghan participated in the
inaugural ‘Ireland Peacebuilding Program’
where she spent six weeks living at Queen’s
University in Belfast, Northern Ireland. As
part of the program students met with
members of government and political
leaders, former paramilitaries, victims, police

and peacemakers to learn first-hand the
history of Northern Ireland. Meghan
graduated John Carroll with a B.S.B.A. in
Accountancy and a minor in Human
Resources. After graduation, Meghan began
working in public accounting and obtained
her CPA license in 2009. Meghan moved to
the banking industry in 2010 and currently
works for HSBC as a Vice President in the
Commercial Bank. Meghan is a Senior Credit
Manager supporting international clients
headquartered in the North Eastern United
States. 
Meghan is the Treasurer of South Buffalo

Roots, a community organization responsible
for the area’s largest and only free Irish
Festival. The organization is responsible for the
planning of the South Buffalo Irish Festival, a
day-long event with 12+ Irish bands and dance
troupes in the heart of Buffalo’s Irish Heritage
district. In addition to the annual festival,
South Buffalo Roots is active in the
community. In 2020, without the in-person
festival, the organization shifted its focus to
the community, coordinating meal delivery for
hospital staff attending to Covid-19 patients
and cafeteria workers who were distributing
food to families in need. The organization also
sponsored food drives for local food banks and
clothing drives for area shelters. 
Meghan volunteers at her children’s

school, Notre Dame Academy. As a member
of the Finance Committee, Director of the
Annual Fun Run and active PTO volunteer
Meghan works hard to be sure the school
continues to thrive as the last remaining
Catholic elementary school in the
neighborhood. Meghan makes her home in
South Buffalo with her husband and famous
accordion player Kevin, daughters Keira and
Colleen and son Rory.
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