
Mícheál Curtin 

Where you live: Prospect Lefferts Gardens, Brooklyn 
Place of Birth: Brooklyn 
Age: 33 
Family: My family is a revelrous NYC-bred tribe with roots and branches
in Colombia, the West Indies, Chicago, and in LGBTQ+ America. 
My father’s family was famine Irish, arriving with a slew of others during
the crisis that defined New York City as much as it defined Ireland. As
the generations went on, they became involved in the Irish political
establishment and reaped its privileges. My mother’s family is from
Galway and Cavan and we have kept up connections with cousins in
Ireland, the US, and in England over the years. 
First Job: Political Staffer and Organizer 
What it taught me: Not to be afraid to change careers. I learned that
the things I was good at didn’t align with the original vision I had for
myself. So, I became an artist/educator. 
Current Company and position: Project Director, CUNY Creative Arts
Team. I direct a Drama-in-Education team of Actor-Teachers and
Counselors who work in five high schools around New York City, using
drama as a teaching tool to build critical thinking and social and
emotional learning skills. I am also a Freelance Educator and Group
Facilitator with communities in both Ireland and the US. 
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Reflect on your
implicit bias from the start. Ask yourself questions about why you are or
aren’t drawn to certain people, why you do and don’t trust particular
folks, and whose voices you might be amplifying or shutting out. If you
are an advocate for inclusion of BIPOC, LGBTQ+, and other marginalized

voices from the beginning, you will learn more than any degree could
teach you. 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? The Irish language is deeply
important to me. Becoming fluent in Irish is by far my greatest source of
pride. Understanding my heritage has been eye-opening. It gave me
perspective on who we have been throughout history and can be in the
future. Namely, if the Irish community in the USA is going to have a part
in undoing white supremacy, which I hope it does, then understanding
our heritage— the good and the bad— will be key to that. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me....
1.  I can teach in three languages 
2.  I see defunding the police as an Irish issue. 
3.  I knit. 

M
ícheál Curtin is an educator who uses drama as a teaching tool
in communities in the US and in Ireland. The generosity of the
communities he has worked with, particularly the young people

of New York City’s public schools, and the residence of the Gaeltacht in
Ireland, has offered him a rich perspective on the modern-day impact of
colonialism. 
Mícheál is presently a Project Director for the Literacy through Drama
program at the CUNY Creative Arts Team, where he works with a
talented team of teaching artists and counselors to bring drama-based
workshops to New York City public high school students. 
Mícheál has used this approach in schools in Ireland to teach the

Irish language and to facilitate conversations about the role of the
language in Ireland. He is proud to be recognized by the Irish Echo for
his accomplishments. 

Mark Costello 

Where you live: West Orange, NJ 
Place of Birth: Staten Island, NY 
Age: 38 
Family: Brianna Costello (Wife); Therese & Gerald Costello (Mother
and Father); Karen and Brian Kennedy (Sister and Brother-in-Law);
Jaclyn Costello (Sister) 
First Job: Apprentice Structural Ironworker with Local 40 
What it taught me: After graduating high school, I went to work with
my father that summer as a structural ironworker with Local 40. I
learned the meaning of a hard day's work, earning a living, discipline,
teamwork, and being accountable for yourself. 
Current Company and position: I currently work as a Site Safety
Manager with Gilbane Building Company in New York City. 
Best advice you could give someone starting out: You are never
guaranteed or given a position or title, you have to learn and earn it.
Always be ready to learn something new and open to advice along the
way. You do not get anywhere in life or business without help and
knowledge from others that have been there and done it. 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? Coming from a long line
of construction workers with Irish heritage, I always embraced the
hardworking and strong family values both on the job and at home. I
have also traveled to the regions where my ancestors originated from
(both in Ireland and Newfoundland CA) to better experience the
culture. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me....
1.  I was cast in two Broadway shows while in my grade school chorus. 
2.  I have three amazing cats and am a complete cat dad. 
3.  I was a competitive swimmer from the age of six to 22. 

B
orn October 1982 in Staten Island NY.  12 years of catholic
schooling and graduating from Monsignor Farrell High School in
2000. Spent 6 years at SUNY New Paltz where was a member of

the swim team and captained the team the last two years. Graduated
with a bachelor's degree in Business Economics. 
After college, went to work for Hunter Roberts Construction Group

in New York City as an assistant project manager. Continued working
for them for 6 years moving up the ranks to Superintendent and
receiving the first of my official safety certifications as a Fire Safety
Manager. Left Hunter Roberts to work for Cava Construction where
was elevated to Assistant General Superintendent. 
Moved to Jersey City and new company Structuretone to lead the

construction and completion of a medical office building in Weehawken
NJ. After being offered a position with Lend Lease Construction in New
York, went back to the city to work as Superintendent. During the time
at Lend Lease received the prestigious and hard to obtain certification
of Site Safety Manager with the DOB (Department of Buildings). Also
worked on some of the most iconic buildings in New York City such as
432 Park Avenue (Tallest residential building in the western hemisphere
at the time) and 220 Central Park South (Most expensive and exclusive
residential building in NYC).  Leaving Lend Lease in 2018, accepted a
position as Site Safety Manager with Gilbane Building Company to
manage the day-to-day safety on the construction of a new 34 story
office building in Brooklyn, NY. 
Currently managing the safety at a new project which will become

another new 24 story office building in Brooklyn, NY.  While working
for Cava in 2013, met his wife Brianna through a mutual friend even
though they had met before at a party thrown at my family summer
house. Continued dating for the next four and half years and then in
July of 2018 proposed to her at Warwick Winery with friends from
work under the ruse of celebrating one of their birthdays. Married in
October 2019 and purchased first home in January of 2020 in West
Orange, NJ.
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Keenan Lacey 

Where you live: New York City 
Place of Birth: Dublin, Ireland 
Age: 29 
Family: Parents: Des and Mary. Brother: Rowan. 
First Job: Working in the local newsagents 
What it taught me: How to make the perfect 99 ice cream! 
Current Company and position: Postdoctoral Research Fellow at
NYU Grossman School of Medicine. 
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Take every
opportunity that comes your way - say yes to everything! 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? I love the arts - I'm a
regular at the Irish Rep Theatre and the Irish Arts Center. I can also be
found at many of the brilliant trad sessions in the city. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me....
1.  I can ride a unicycle! 
2.  I have run 4 marathons 
3.  I travelled the Trans-Siberian railway across Russia 

K
eenan was born and raised in Dublin. He holds a B.A. in
Microbiology and a Ph.D. in Immunology from Trinity College
Dublin. Keenan moved to New York City in 2018. He is currently

a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Department of Microbiology at
NYU Grossman School of Medicine. His research focuses on the
development of new treatment strategies against life-threatening
infectious diseases. Keenan's research has been published in
numerous highly regarded journals and he has been invited to speak
at multiple national and international conferences. Keenan’s research
is supported by the National Institute of Health and the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation.
Keenan is an active member of The New York Academy of Science

and served as an executive board member of INet NYC, an
organization that provides support and professional development
opportunities for international scientists in NYC. Keenan is a
committed member of the Irish community in NYC and has served as
the co-chair of The Irish Network NYC for the past year and a half.
During his time with INNYC, he has been involved in organizing over
20 events for the Irish community.
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