
Alicia MacLoughlin 

Where you live: Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Place of Birth: Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Age: 25 
Family: Father: Guillermo MacLoughlin;
Mother: Alicia Moyano; Brothers: Guillermo
and Francisco "Pancho"; Dogs: Shakespeare,
Lost, and Quique. My forefathers came from
Glascorn, 5 miles west of Mullingar, Co.
Westmeath, in 1851. I am the 7th Irish
generation in Argentina. 
First Job: Client Experience Officer, CHUKKA
Caribbean Adventures (Montego Bay,
Jamaica) (chukka.com) 
What it taught me: “Satisfying work is about
enjoying the process, not just the product.
Don't become a writer to have your name on
a book. Don't become a writer because you
like reading. Become a writer if you like
writing. Pride in the result is not a substitute
for joy in creating it.” - Adam Grant 
Current Company and position:Manager of
Programs and Operations, Puentes Abroad
(puentesabroad.com) Puentes builds
bridges for students and recent graduates to
cross into professional and cultural
opportunities in Argentina and Uruguay. We
design, set up, and manage customized and
meaningful internship programs and
immersive trips, which are complemented
by personalized career development,
engaging cultural activities, and constant
support before, during, and after the

Puentes adventure. We achieve this through
meticulous and cheerful organization, local
know-how, and vast experience working with
participants, universities, and partner
institutions. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Find the people who challenge
you and inspire you to be the best version of
yourself and to always grow. Be picky with
your friends, your supervisor, your
colleagues. It matters who we have around
us in terms of our mood, our growth, our
impact. Choose your people wisely! 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? I
co-founded “Glascorn Polo”; we organize
customized polo experiences such as polo
holidays, online and in-person clinics,
Estancia Day Trips, and more. Glascorn is
the place where the MacLoughlins, who
emigrated to Argentina in the mid-19th
century, come from. (glascornpolo.com). 
I am the president of the Irish Business
Network Argentina (IBNA), which is a hub
for business people with a connection to
Ireland in Argentina, established with
support from the Irish Embassy in Argentina
and the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs.
(ibnargentina.com)
I am a contributor for The Southern Cross

(TSC), the oldest newspaper in the Irish
Diaspora, founded in 1875.
(thesoutherncross.info)
At 14 years of age, I joined my dad

Guillermo MacLoughlin in the 1st Global Irish

Economic Forum, which took place in
Farmleigh, Dublin, in 2007. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1.  Adventure makes me tick: I play polo and
I have tried skydiving, paragliding, rock
climbing, kitesurfing, surfing,
snowboarding, and other action sports. 
2.  My body is extremely flexible (and my
mind is too!). 
3.  My mother and grandmother are also
called Alicia. 

A
licia is a big proponent of experiential
learning and she firmly believes that
“the best way to predict the future is to

create it.” She currently coordinates polo
experiences, international internship
programs and immersive trips. She has
previously worked as Client Experience
Officer at CHUKKA Caribbean Adventures in
Jamaica and as Brand Ambassador at
Newport Polo Club in the U.S. Alicia studied
Business, Data Science, and User
Experience (UX), and she is often taking
courses, hackathons, and jams to develop
new skills. 
She also conducts workshops to share

her knowledge on tech tools and
productivity. You will always find her asking
questions and trying new things, and in her
free time, she takes joy in contemporary
dance, acrobatics, outdoor activities, and
playing polo.
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Kekoa McClellan 

Where you live: Honolulu Hawaii 
Place of Birth: Kailua Hawaii 
Age: 36 
Family: Wife: Makana McClellan; Daughter
Emma Sophia (7), Son Verissimo (6),
Daughter Arabella Rose (2).
First Job: Mail clerk at a law firm 
What it taught me: Organization is
everything. 
Current Company and position: The,
McClellan Group - Principal
The McClellan Group (TMG) is a full-service
public affairs and government relations firm.
TMG has extensive experience in dealing
with local, state and federal agencies and
policy makers. Our approach focuses on
knowledge-based solutions that meet our
clients’ legislative, regulatory and
community building objectives. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Show up on time. Done is better
than perfect. Spend less than you make. And
always, always, listen to your wife. 

How do you embrace your Irish Heritage?
Being a part of the great Irish American
diaspora is a badge of honor. Like many
Irish Americans and especially those of us
who call Hawaii home, I am proud of my
Irish roots and the multitude of ethnicities
that I am fortunate to share. Being
Hawaiian, Irish, Scottish, English, and
Portuguese has offered me a unique
perspective on history, and on my own life
experiences. Holding the mutually
exclusive beliefs of my forefathers in
juxtaposition with modern realities and
sensibilities has afforded me an altogether
unique life context. And in a world full of IG
copy cats, this self-awareness is a daily
celebration of and the greatest gift
bestowed upon me by my Irish heritage and
all my ethnicities. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1.  I own a car as old as I am (A Chrysler New
Yorker- Fifth Avenue). 
2.  Huge Oprah fan. 
3.  I refuse to let anyone other than me cut
my grass or care for my yard. 

P
rincipal and Lead Consultant at the
McClellan Group, Kekoa McClellan has
worked in politics his entire life. In

addition to consulting on and managing more
than 200 political campaigns, Kekoa has
served as Chief of Staff to the Honolulu
Council’s Fourth Council District, he has
represented native interests on Capitol Hill,
and counts among his clients at The McClellan 
Group the world’s largest hotel

association, the world’s largest hotel REIT,
the Wireless Infrastructure Association,
Local and national non-profit organizations,
and fortune 500 firms. Kekoa also co-owns
Pryzm Consulting, a successful civil and
environmental engineering firm with clients
throughout Hawaii and the Pacific. Kekoa
has been consistently recognized as one of
Hawaiʻi’s most influential young business
leaders. In addition to being of Irish ancestry
Kekoa is proud of his Native Hawaiian,
Scottish, English, and Portuguese heritage.
McClellan holds a Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science from Hawaiʻi Pacific
University and an Executive MBA from the
Shidler College of Business.

Matthew Sweeney 

Where you live: Floral Park, New York 
Place of Birth: Mineola, New York 
Age: 21 
Family: Father- Matthew Sweeney, Sr.; Mother- Barbara Sweeney;
Sisters - Monika and Bridgid Sweeney; Grandfather- Donald Spiess;
Grandmother- Monika Spiess; Aunt- Carol Spiess.
First Job: Plumber's Helper 
What it taught me: Setting up to work often takes longer than the
work itself and if preparation was done hastily, the quality of the work
will decrease, money will be lost on having to solve unnecessary
issues, and you're likely to get hurt or hurt others. As the saying goes,
"Failing to prepare is preparing to fail." 
Current Company and position: Environmental Engineering Intern at
Langan Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc. 
Best advice you could give someone starting out:While untethered
to life's mounting responsibilities, gather experience in as many
aspects of your field as possible and be willing to try new positions
while keeping your sight on a long-term goal. 
How do you embrace your Irish Heritage? Primarily through
maintaining the family history with horsemanship on my father's side.
My family and I ride a few times a year typically and always watch the
Triple Crown races, going to the Belmont Stakes when it looks likely

there's to be a new horse crowned. We've been to the still-operating
Sweeney Family Duhill Stud in Clonmel, Co. Tipperary and we still
correspond with our cousins running the place. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me....
1.  I quite enjoy writing poetry 
2.  I have long-term dreams of fronting a rock band 
3.  I make my own hot sauces and cultivate various varieties of hot
peppers 

R
egaled by tales of his Irish horsemen ancestors, a young Matt
Sweeney dreamt of one day training his own stallions. Sweeney
kept the dream alive by frequenting Belmont Park and telling the

story of his great-grandfather Bart Sweeney of Co. Tipperary who
helped train two Triple Crown winners in addition to numerous
champion steeds. 
The community service aspect of his nature is directly tied to his

Irish heritage with his paternal grandparents always having been
fixtures in the Irish Catholic community and society at large. "If you
want to achieve happiness in life, you need to serve others" is a
mantra passed on to the Sweeney Family through an Irish American
family friend and hero firefighter who passed away on September 11th,
2001. It is one that he has taken to heart in his endeavors at
Manhattan College and beyond.
Matt Sweeney hopes that his services may continue to serve

communities for decades to come!
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