
Edward T. Velinskie 

Place of birth: Brooklyn, New York 
Company & position: Ancient Order of
Hibernians - Kings County President 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how did your
profession/job/volunteering work help others?
I volunteered 400 hours helping to feed 20,000
families 42,000 individuals at the Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church Community Food Pantry -
Brooklyn, New York. 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did you
cope during the pandemic? I coped with the
pandemic by practicing proper safety
precautions. 
Biography: Eddie was born in Brooklyn, NY to
Ingrid Connelly Velinskie & Edward A. Velinskie.
Eddie's great grandparent’s immigrated to the
United States of America from County Clare,
Ireland in the late 1800's. 
Eddie has been a member of the AOH Kings

County Division #35 for many years as well as the
K of C - Columbus Council #126. Eddie is always
volunteering & helping those in need & even
volunteers at the Sean Casey Animal Rescue.
Thank you Steve Kiernan for nominating me for

this community service recognition. In Our
Motto!!!

Fiona McEntee 

Place of birth: Dublin, Ireland 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how did your
profession/job/volunteering work help others? As an
immigration lawyer, I've been advising people about the
immigration and travel aspects of COVID-19. We have
been proactively writing blogs, doing social media
videos, hosting webinars and other events to keep people
updated on all the various immigration and travel bans
and the constantly changing nature of immigration. I've
also been doing media interviews non-stop since March
to speak out against the anti-immigrant policies that have
been implemented under the guise of this pandemic. 
Biography: Fiona McEntee is a nationally recognized
immigration attorney and the Founder of McEntee Law
Group. Fiona is a spokesperson for the American
Immigration Lawyers Association and she regularly
appears on national/international media including
MSNBC, CNN, and RTÉ. 
Fiona has particular expertise with the “extraordinary

ability” O-1 visa and she counsels attorneys about
leveraging the media to fiercely advocate for clients.
Fiona has published Our American Dream – an award-

winning children’s book on immigration. Along with her
colleague, Carolina Solano, and her brother/colleague,
Ray, Fiona has launched a podcast – Immigration
Revelation – that amplifies the inspirational voices of
immigrants.
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Alanna Kohler 

Place of birth: Bronx, NY 
Company & position: Surgical Physician
Assistant, NewYork- Presbyterian Lower
Manhattan Hospital 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how
did your profession/job/volunteering
work help others? Since all scheduled sur-
geries were cancelled, my colleagues and I
were redeployed to the ICU to help with the
alarmingly increasing number of ventilated
patients. We had to learn an entirely differ-
ent field of medicine within a very short peri-
od of time to help take care of these critical-

ly ill patients. I also coordinated donations
of masks, hand creams and other items and
handed them out to nurses in the ICU and
ER. 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did
you cope during the pandemic? It was a
whirlwind of emotions during the peak of
the pandemic. I was unable to see my fami-
ly for almost 6 months since I was constant-
ly exposed to COVID at work. I found comfort
in video chatting with family and friends and
going on long walks in a nearby park. 
Biography: I am a proud Irish American
working as a Physician Assistant on a multi-
specialty surgery team at a NYC hospital.

Alexis Fitzsimmons Totaro 

Place of birth: Manhattan New York 
Company & position: Administrative
Director of Psychiatry and Behavioral Health
Services for Hackensack Meridian Health.
Advanced Practice Nurse with Board certifi-
cation in Addiction as well as Women's
Health 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how
did your profession/job/volunteering
work help others? Covid has taken quite an
emotional toll on healthcare workers as well
as the general public. I started rounding
each morning on all nursing units to debrief

the staff and provide crisis intervention with
the focus on building resilience during the
pandemic. This grew to a network wide ini-
tiative that resulted in virtual support
groups, welfare rooms and mental health
services 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did
you cope during the pandemic? It was dif-
ficult especially since my daughter is also a
nurse working on the front line. It helped me
to support my staff and family. I practiced
daily gratitude, journaling and exercise.

Bridget Murphy 

Place of birth: New York, New York 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how did your profession/job/vol-
unteering work help others? As a Registered Nurse at Mount Sinai in
Manhattan, I took care of critically ill patients in the intensive care unit
during the coronavirus pandemic. I took care of patients who required
intubation and mechanical ventilation, IV sedation and paralytics and
mechanical circulatory assist devices among other treatment modali-
ties. While taking care of these patients, it was equally as important to
take care of their families, who were unable to be physically present. In
order to keep families informed, I often facilitated FaceTime and Zoom
meetings, sometimes even from my personal device. I formed a lot of
strong relationships with some of my patient’s families and helped them
cope in the event the patient never made it out of the hospital. 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did you cope during the pan-

demic? During the pandemic, I coped by leaning on others for support.
Whether it was friends, families or coworkers, I never hesitated to reach
out and ask for a listening ear or a *virtual* shoulder to cry on. I did a
lot of research and educated myself on studies that were being pub-
lished from China regarding interventions they found to be successful
and tried to stay as involved as possible in the discussions the teams
had regarding patient care. I also watched a lot of Netflix when I had a
day off! 
Biography:  I am 25 years old and have been a nurse for 3 years. I
was born and raised in New York but lived in Charlotte, North
Carolina for two years after graduating from The College at Brockport
in 2017. In Charlotte, I was trained in a cardiac surgery intensive care
unit, taking care of patients after open heart procedures such as
transplants, valve replacements and bypasses. I returned to New York
at the end of 2019 to be closer to family and found myself in the US
epicenter of Covid-19.
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