
The idea of community is
something that we all cher-
ish, but sometimes, per-
haps, take a little for grant-
ed. Much of the time we go
about our daily lives as
individuals, or as members
of families.

The broader concept of
community does enter our
consideration of course,

sometimes in a positive context, sometimes
in a situation in which one or more of us
might be under pressure or stress. It’s in dif-
ficult times that we look for the headline
about the community “coming together.”

We all understand that if that line was
nowhere to be seen we would be in, to say
the least, a spot of bother. In the normal run
of things our communities depend for their
health and wellbeing on individuals and
groups reaching out, taking an extra step,
going that extra mile.

It’s fair to say that most of the work under-
taken by people we would recognize as
being community champions goes largely
unseen and unacknowledged. And that’s as
most would have it. But from time to time we
like to see what is being done to make life
easier and better for people. We like to
acknowledge this work and reward it, if for
no other reason than for the possibility that

by holding unselfish acts up to the light we
might inspire others to follow, to pitch in, to
themselves take that extra step for others.

Back in 1996, the Irish Echo held an
awards event at the Irish Consulate in
Manhattan to honor individuals who fell
under the definition of “Unsung Hero.”
What we learned at the time and as a result
of people nominating their unsung heroes
was both surprising and inspiring. We’re in
the business of news and knowing things,
but the unsung heroes who stepped into the
light that evening twenty-four years ago
were as surprising to us as they were
remarkable in their previously, but mostly
unsung, lives.

Unsung Heroes was a one-off event. But
we never forgot the impression that it made
on us. And in the intervening years we have
not forgotten that there are folks in the com-
munity who, every day, work to make the
world a better place. Most of the effort takes
place under the radar.

Regardless of the precise nature of the
work, and drawing on the spirit of those
unsung heroes from 1996, we held our inau-
gural Community Champions Awards event
at Rosie O’Grady’s in Manhattan in 2016.
The awards were well received and, in truth,
we were not surprised. People want to
acknowledge the best in their fellows. The
Echo simply provided an opportunity and

venue. We did so again in 2017, 2018 and
2019, and were planning a similar get togeth-
er this past spring.

But of course we know what happened in
the early months of 2020. Covid-19 was
unleashed upon the world and the constella-
tion of definable communities in our world.
So a gathering to celebrate community cham-
pions was suddenly a non-starter.
Nevertheless, a new plan was drawn up and
it was decided to go ahead with the awards,
though now with a particular focus on
Covid-19 and honorees who are in some way
or another working in the front lines on
behalf of our Irish American community, and
our broader American one. 

And so, this Friday, November 13, we will
be gathering together by means of technolo-
gy to salute a group of extraordinary individ-
uals from around the United States who are
battling the pandemic and its grim effects in a
variety of ways. But, honestly, we hope this is
a one off, that Covid-19 is forced into retreat
and ultimately eliminated. Then we can
return to honoring community champions in
the broadest possible way, and by gathering
together in person in a physical space.

But for now, and regardless of the format,
congratulations to the Community
Champions of 2020. You deserve applause
and so much more for all that you are doing
in this most challenging time.

Champions in the 
Battle Against Covid-19
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IRISH ECHO COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS 2020

Vivienne Murrihy 

Place of birth: Ireland 
Biography: Vivienne Murrihy, a native of Co.
Kildare graduated from University College
Dublin with a Diploma in Business Studies and
went on to receive a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Business from the Portobello Business
Institute.  She spent many years working in the
Financial Services Sector in Dublin before
relocating to New York.  Here she worked in the
Finance Division of a Business Management &

Consulting Firm as a Senior Project
Coordinator, whose primary focus centered
around changing its clients internal processes
and systems to optimize growth.  

During this time, her husband Cormach
Murrihy founded a Structural Steel Company
named United Structural Works, “USW".  In
2010, they started a family and Vivienne
became a full-time Mother while Cormach
continued to expand USW to become a tri-state
Leader of Structural Steel fabrication and
erection.  They never forgot their Irish roots and

Cormach supported numerous organizations
including the GAA and the Aisling Irish
Community Center.  Once Cormach realized
that the Aisling Center had purchased their
building with the hope of expanding, he
committed to helping in whatever way he
could.  Tragically, Cormach passed in July 2019
and would not be able to see it through.
However, Vivienne and all of the USW team
embraced and honored Cormach’s
commitment and succeeded in raising
$117,000.00 for Team Aisling in his Memory.  

Stephen Reid 

Place of birth: Ireland 
Company & position: President, United
Structural Works (USW) 
Biography: Stephen Reid  who is a native of
Pomeroy, Co Tyrone, is a graduate of Queens
University Belfast, with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Mechanical Engineering.  Stephen was raised in
the construction industry, mentored by his
Father, who started Reid Engineering.  As
President of United Structural Works, Stephen

guarantees and continues USW’s commitment
to excellence. 

Stephen’s initial responsibility was
Purchasing, Fabrication and Quality Control
for USW.  He was a fundamental component
in the design and development of USW’s
initial fabrication shop expansion in 2010
and again in 2018.  Stephen utilized his vast
experience in structural steel fabrication to
develop a production line purpose built for
USW’s clients. Stephen continues to
improve and streamline USW’s fabrication

process in order to provide his clients with
a high-quality product within stringent
timelines.  

Stephen’s hard work ethic holds no bounds
and he wasted no time in helping with the
fundraising efforts for the Aisling Irish
Community Center.  In November 2019, he
proudly hosted the Aisling Irish Center, Board
of Directors, Employees, and Team Aisling
Captains at USW and presented them with a
check for $117,000.00 in memory of his good
friend Cormach.

rohanlon@
irishecho.com

Ray O’Hanlon


