
Kayla Wilson 

Place of birth: Teaneck, NJ USA 
Company & position: Hackensack University
Medical Center, Registered Nurse 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how did
your profession/job/volunteering work help
others? During the Covid Pandemic, I worked
(and still work) as a critical care nurse at
Hackensack University Medical Center. My role
is a critical care nurse on a rapid response
team, in which we are the first to arrival, triage,
assess, diagnose and treat a critically ill
hospitalized patient. I found I was able to help
the most in bringing the critical care team to the

patient, when there was simply no time or room
or resources to bring the patient to the critical
care unit (as is standard) and in serving as a
point of contact between patients and families
during a time when visitation was prohibited
and patients made what was frequently their
last phone call to loved ones. My goal of each
patient encounter was to humanize what was a
dehumanizing medical condition, sometimes in
simply holding a patient’s hand at a time when
physical contact was feared, and using
empathic and compassionate language at a
time when facial expression was hidden by
intimidating armor and PPE. 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did

you cope during the pandemic? I relied
heavily on the support of my team and I
continue to show up every day and risk my life
because of the trustworthy colleagues,
teammates, and friends I have by my side to
care for covid patients. Outside of work, i
decompressed alongside my boyfriend, family
and friends who essentially took care of me as
I spent all my energy taking care of others
through that initial covid surge. 
Biography: Devoted Critical Care Nurse,
motivated Doctor of Nursing Practice student,
loving daughter/sister/aunt/girlfriend, and
avid lover of the travel, the outdoors and any
sport involving a board!

Hannah Cummins 

Place of birth: United States 
Company & position: NYC DOE; PS199
Frederick Wachtel Special Education teacher 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how did
your profession/job/volunteering work help
others? I began teaching students remotely. 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did you
cope during the pandemic? It was difficult to
teach students during the pandemic because
this was something that was so unknown to
educators and to our students. Even though it
was difficult, I tried to always remember how
important me being positive each day for my
students was and so that is what I tried to be...
positive. 
Biography: I am 23 years old, I was born in
New York and I have lived in Rockaway Beach
since I was two years old. This is my third year
as a teacher. I went to SUNY Cortland for my
undergraduate degree in Special Education
and I am currently attending Hunter College to
get my masters in TESOL Education alongside
working as a special education teacher at
PS199 Frederick Wachtel.

Edmond Dowling 

Company & position: The Padded Wagon
Moving and Storage - Owner 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how did
your profession/job/volunteering work help
others? During the COVID-19 Pandemic the
Padded Wagon teamed with Meitheal and
JAD Corp, we provided collection and delivery
services of PPE and Cleaning supplies needed
in NYC by the Hospitals dealing with the
onslaught of patients. 
Biography: Born in Morristown, NJ moved to
Castleknock, Dublin as an infant, he attended
Terenure College where he became a
Chartered Accountant. 

Married his wife, Aine in 1984 and the
couple returned to New Jersey in 1986. They
have 4 children and 3 grandchildren. In 1991
purchased The Padded Wagon, a local NYC
moving company, under his ownership
expanded the company with locations in
Florida, California , New Jersey and Ireland.
He is still very committed to his Irish Roots,
Sponsor of the Dublin Football Club and
treasurer for the IEDFC, Maynooth College.

Joan Henchy 

Place of birth: USA 
Company & position: Chairperson NY GAA 
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how did your
profession/job/volunteering work help others? As
Chairperson of the NY GAA I involved with Slainte 2020. This
consisted of five of the largest Irish organizations coming
together to raise funds, to help those in need during the lock
down. Identifying the needs for the applicant, funds
distributed was to be used for rent, food, and medical, also
counseling for those who needed and any additional
assistance each for the units could offer. We as
a group raised over a half a million dollars through donations
and fundraising all of which was distributed to those that
needed. It was a humbling experience, and could not have
been accomplished without the Aisling Irish, Emerald Isle,
New York Irish center, Untied Irish Counties and the NY GAA.
The entire slainte committee have to be commended for their
hard work during the lockdown and particular thanks to our
association its officers, players, and members for their

support during this incredibly challenging time. The Irish and
Irish American community are amazing, they dug deep to
help each other out.. 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did you cope
during the pandemic? As a volunteer with Slainte 2020. I
was blessed to have the support of my own family, and
friends, along with meeting and working with the most
amazing people in Slainte 2020. (Virtual of course) That
support system for me was a life line, it put things in
perspective, no matter how hard a day was there was
someone less fortunate, and having the means to assist
make there lives a little easier made the hard day better. 
Biography: Born in Yonkers to Dan and Mary (RIP) Kiely.
Returned to Tarbert Co Kerry as a young Child where I
remained to the age of 17. During late 80s Ireland was
enduring one of the worst recessions to date, with no
prospect of work Immigration was the only option. Married to
Brendan, we have two daughters Tara, Shauna, son in law
Sean. I got involved with Kerry GFC in 1999 and have been
involved with the NY GAA, where I held numerous offices
until elected as Chairperson Dec of 2019. 

Jaclyn Costello 

Place of birth: Staten Island, NY
Company & position: Forensic Biologist at the
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner of NYC
During the Coronavirus Pandemic, how did
your profession/job/volunteering work help
others? I am currently employed as a Forensic
Biologist at the Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner of NYC. Up until the start of the
pandemic, my interaction with the morgue
operations was minimal. My work is focused
on DNA evidence recovered from crime scenes

in NYC. With the rapidly increasing numbers of
deceased individuals in NYC our morgue
department was in need of assistance. I was
deployed to the disaster morgue unit to help
with the preservation, collection, and releasing
to funeral homes of these deceased
individuals. I was deployed there from March
until early June. 
As a front-line worker/volunteer, how did
you cope during the pandemic? I leaned on
my family during this difficult time. Their
facetimes, calls, and text messages helped me
stay grounded and calm. The people that I was
deployed with kept me going everyday with

their encouragement and positive attitude. 
Biography: My name is Jaclyn Costello. I have
been employed by the Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner of NYC for the last ten years.
My current position is a Criminalist Level IV in
the forensic biology division. We examine,
analyze, and report DNA results from crime
scenes from all 5 boroughs. I come from a
close tight knit Irish Catholic family, that I love
dearly. I recently moved to Hoboken, NJ with
my boyfriend Jacob. In my free time I enjoy
visiting with family, friends, playing golf, and
traveling (looking forward to doing more of
that in the future hopefully!). 
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