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George Heslin, founding director of the Origin Theatre
Company, takes on a new role.

A new leader
By Peter McDermott

pmcdermott@irishecho.com

A new era begins at 10-40 Jackson Ave. on Oct. 1. 
While the New York Irish Center has been largely

empty and silent since lockdown, a momentous
changing of the guard will take place there on that
Thursday morning. For its longtime executive direc-
tor Paul Finnegan will hand over the reins to Origin
Theatre Company founding director George Heslin.

Finnegan told the Echo Sunday evening that a
“thoughtful succession plan” had been put in place
by the board.

He had begun to feel in 2019 that he’d achieved
what he’d set out to do at the center in Long Island
City in Western Queens. “My work was done and
maybe it was now time for a fresh injection of cre-
ativity and ideas,” he said. 

Discussions with the board began early in 2020, be-
fore the global pandemic hit. The outgoing executive
director said, “George seemed like a great candi-
date.”

The Limerick City-born Heslin revealed when con-
tacted Sunday that he had a series of interviews with
the executive board and then was offered the posi-
tion in recent weeks. It was “great news” and he was
“delighted.”

He told the Echo, however, “It is difficult as found-
ing director to leave after 19 years.” He added that he
is helping the board of directors find the right suc-
cessor to take Origin into its third decade. He will act
as an advisor in the transitional period, just as the
outgoing executive director will guide him in his first
weeks in Long Island City.

“The board has been very supportive. It’s wonder-
ful to have such great people around both organiza-
tions,” Heslin said.
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WIDENING RIFT
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By Anthony Neeson and Ray O'Hanlon

A rift as wide as the Irish Sea has opened up between
Dublin and London after the UK parliament voted to
give Prime Minister Boris Johnson power to override
parts of the European Union Withdrawal Agreement.

And on this side of the Atlantic that rift is raising
alarm and concern on Capitol Hill.

Prime Minister Johnson reached the agreement with
the EU last October, ensuring that there would be no
hard border on the island of Ireland with customs
checks moving to Northern Ireland ports.

He now insists his new Internal Market Bill will pro-
tect Northern Ireland and prevent the breakup of the
United Kingdom.

The majority of parties in Northern Ireland don’t see

it that way and Dublin and Brussels are furious, un-
sure whether the UK government is using the bill as
a bargaining chip as negotiations on a trade deal be-
tween the EU and UK close in on the December 31
deadline. Last week, the UK government admitted
that the bill breaks international law.

In the North, the DUP, who are against the With-
drawal Agreement as it would mean Northern Ire-
land following different customs rules than the rest of
the UK, voted with the British government in the
House of Commons on Monday night.

The SDLP and Alliance voted against. Sinn Féin do
not take their seats at Westminster so did not vote.
The first stage of the bill went through by 340 votes to
263.
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