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Mark Johnston

Where you live: San Jose, California
Place of Birth: Downpatrick, Co. Down
Age: 34
Status: Married
Family: Married almost three years to my
wife from Texas - expecting our first child in
April this year which we are super excited
about! My wider family at still back in
Ireland and my in laws are based in
Indianapolis, Indiana.
First Job: Supermarket
What it taught me: -the importance of team
work
- never be afraid to get your hands dirty
- people love a good bargain!

Current Company and position: SVP &
Head of West Coast at Invest Northern
Ireland.
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Focus and execute on every
small task/job - no matter how insignificant
they may seem.
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1. Still haven't finished Game of Thrones
2.  I have 60 first cousins
3. One of very few Irish Baseball fans
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
I'm a huge sports fan so always supporting
our sports teams from 6,000 miles away.
After a disappointing world cup, I'm really
looking forward to the 6 nations and hoping
the Ireland rugby team can take it home!

Born and raised in County Down Mark
graduated from the University of Ulster with
a BSc in Human Resource Management
during his time at UU Mark also spent 14
months in Los Angeles working for an
aviation company. This give Mark his first
experience in California and upon
graduation accepted a role as a Business
Development Manager with Invest Northern
Ireland in California. Mark has spent the last
12 years representing INI and has
progressed through the organisation to now
leading the West Coast team. Over this time
Mark has helped many US companies build
operations in Northern Ireland creating
hundreds of jobs in the region.

Stephen Maloney Jr.

Where you live: Mount Sinai, New York
Place of Birth: White Plains, New York
Age: 32
Status: Married
Family: Wife: Brittany; Children: Madison
(2) and Mackenzie (4 months); Parents:
Stephen Sr. and Victoria; Grandmother;
Marge; and last, but not least Doug, the 3-
year-old Golden Retriever. My family is the
most important thing in my life and I am
truly blessed to have such a supportive and
loving "squad" in my corner
First Job: Waiter/Server
What it taught me: The summer going into
the 10th grade I started working at The
Meadow Club, a local catering hall. That
summer consisted of football practices
during the day, work at night and then
double shifts on the weekends. That job
really taught me how to prioritize and
organize my time and the true value of a
dollar.
Current Company and position: Associate
Attorney at Lewis Johs Avallone Aviles, LLP,
a full-service law firm with offices in Islandia
and New York City.
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Set goals, create a plan and
then don't let anything stop you from
accomplishing them. Life will inevitably
place some roadblocks along the way, but

you need to stay focused and always keep
moving forward. Lastly, always be a good
person and treat people the way that you
would want to be treated.
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
Shortly after I graduated law school my
uncle and current New York State Supreme
Court Justice, William J. Condon, brought
me to a meeting for the Brehon Law Society
of Suffolk County. He had been a long-time
member and former Brehon of the Year. I
have been a member ever since and
currently have the honor of serving as
President of the organization.

Stephen was born in White Plains, New York
to Stephen Sr. and Victoria. Immediately
thereafter, Stephen and his parents moved
down to Mount Sinai, a small town in Suffolk
County, Long Island. Stephen attended the
Mount Sinai School District (K-12) where he
was an Honor Roll student and a standout,
three-sport athlete. 

Stephen attended Marist College for his
undergraduate, earning a Bachelor’s of
Science degree in Finance, Cum Laude,
while also minoring in Economics. There,
Stephen obtained his first experience in the
legal field working part-time at a general
practice law firm. Stephen then went on to
earn his Juris Doctorate in 2013 from Albany
Law School. During his three years up in
Albany, Stephen interned for former New
York State Senator and current U.S.

Congressman, Lee Zeldin. Stephen is
currently admitted to practice before the
state courts of New York. 

Stephen is an associate for Lewis Johs
Avallone Aviles, LLP, where he represents
clients in all facets of litigation including
general liability matters, vehicular
negligence, property damage claims,
municipal liability, transportation law,
premises liability, professional liability and
commercial litigation. He is the current
President of the Brehon Law Society of
Suffolk County and holds a position on the
Advisory Council for Nassau Suffolk Law
Services. Stephen sits on the Young Lawyers
section of the global law firm network
Primerus and is an active member of the
Nassau Suffolk Trial Lawyers Association,
Suffolk County Bar Association and
Supreme Court Committee. He also
volunteers and sits on the Expansion
Committee for the nonprofit Pal-O-Mine. 

In his spare time Stephen enjoys
spending time with his wife, Brittany and
watching their two young daughters begin
to take on the world. Stephen and his family
live around the block from his parents and
childhood home and are also a one-minute
drive from his wife’s family. He is an avid
sports fan (Giants, Yankees, Knicks,
Rangers) and currently attempts to satisfy
his competitive nature with his “developing”
golf game.

Katie Fitzpatrick

Where you live: Lake Forest, Illinois
Place of Birth: Glen Ellyn, Illinois
Age: 34
Status: Married
Family: Katie and her husband, Emmett,
have one son, Thomas Emmett. Katie's Irish
roots extend to her great-great
grandparents, Michael Devine and Mary
McCarthy, who immigrated from Ireland to
the U.S. during the famine in the 1800s. Her
maternal grandfather, Dennis J. Devine, was
born in 1861 in Brookline, MA.
First Job: Intern/writer, Glen Ellyn News
What it taught me: My first paid gig as a
high school student at the local newspaper
taught me the importance of being proactive
in the workplace. Rather than sit at a desk
all day and waiting to be told what to do, I
learned to be bold, ask questions and find
work that needed to be done and that
interested me. It makes the day go by much
quicker!
Current Company and position: Corporate
communications consultant and Founder of
the Fitzpatrick School of Irish Dance
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: No job is too big or too small

to do well. During an interview, a senior
executive once asked if I felt that any aspect
of a newsroom job was beneath me. My
answer, of course, was "no" - and while I had
the amazing opportunity to participate in
meetings and interviews with global leaders
and heads-of-state, other days I helped
make coffee and lick envelopes. Each and
every interaction offered a chance to learn,
grow and stand out from the crowd.
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1. When I was a grad student in Cork, I
waitressed part-time at the River Lee Hotel,
and promptly earned the nickname "Yank."
2.  The only (and last!) time my husband has
seen me Irish dance was at our wedding.
3. I spent a semester during college
interning at Good Morning America and
living in Westchester.
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
I grew up Irish dancing and now teach Irish
dance; and I consider it a true joy and
privilege to pass this beautiful artform on to
the next generation of Irish Americans. I also
enjoy supporting various Irish-related
groups in Chicago, including Irish
Community Services, Ireland Network
Chicago and the Irish American News.

Katie Fitzpatrick is a corporate
communications consultant and freelances
for a number of small- and mid-sized
businesses in Chicago. She holds two
master’s degrees in public policy from
University College Cork and University of
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, as well as a
bachelor’s degree in journalism from the
University of Illinois. Her career in public
affairs includes leadership positions at the
Consulate General of Ireland in Chicago,
Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce and FTI
Consulting, a global business advisory firm.
She currently chairs the Ireland Network
Chicago Advisory Board and is an active
contributor to the Irish American News.

Additionally, Katie is a certified Irish
Dance teacher (T.C.R.G.) with An Coimisiún
le Rincí Gaelacha (the Irish Dance
Commission in Dublin, Ireland) and the
North American and Mid-American Irish
Dance Teachers Associations. After years of
performing and competing with the McNulty
School of Irish Dance, she later returned to
the school as an instructor, where she
taught for more than 10 years. She received
her T.C.R.G. certification in Dublin in 2017
and founded the Fitzpatrick School of Irish
Dance in Lake Forest, Illinois in 2020.
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