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Andrew Sharp

Where you live: New Orleans-New York
Place of Birth: Bayonne, NJ
Age: 30
Status: Married
Family: Andrew and his wife, Alexandra are
expecting their first child in February 2020.
First Job: Canvass Supervisor
What it taught me: Supervising a political
canvass as a teenager taught me how to lead
among a diverse group of canvassers,
volunteers, and campaign staff. I also gained
immeasurable personnel management and
organizational skills.
Current Company and position: Campaign
Consultant and Irish Musician.
Best advice you could give someone

starting out: Just keep going and ask for help
when you need it
What people would be surprised to know
about me....
1. I wouldn't want to ruin the surprise.

Andrew grew up in Bayonne, New Jersey and
has been emerged in Irish music and culture
since childhood. Andrew began professionally
playing the Uilleann Pipes and Highland Pipes
at the age of 15 with local bands such as New
York City Irish music legends, Black47. After
Black 47's final tour in 2014, Andrew had the
privilege to join and tour with many iconic
groups including Derek Warfield and The
Young Wolfetones. He can currently be seen
performing with Black47 frontman, Larry
Kirwan, in the show, Ireland: A History in Song. 

Andrew is also a dedicated teacher of
various types of bagpipes and traditional
music. He is currently the instructor for The
Saffron United Pipe Band in Babylon, New
York. The band was just awarded “Champion
Supreme” in the eastern United States and will
travel to Glasgow in August to compete at the
World Pipe Band Championships. 

Andrew is a former Hudson County
Democratic Committeeman and also worked
for local government and elected officials in
New Jersey. Andrew continues to work in
politics as a campaign consultant, developing
and managing winning field and media
strategies for candidates and public interest
groups, with a specialty in handling grassroots
and independent expenditure efforts
throughout the north and southeast.

Betsy Gilligan 

Where you live: New
Providence, NJ 
Place of Birth: Summit,
NJ 
Age: 38 
Status: In a relationship 
Family: Daughter of Sue
Ellen and Martin J.
Gilligan. Maternal
grandparents are
Virginia and Robert
Hickey of Erie, PA.
Paternal grandparents
are Elizabeth and Martin
Gilligan of Waterbury, CT
My closest familial tie to

Ireland is my grandfather Martin who emigrated to
Waterbury, CT from Tuam, County Galway. I am the proud
older sister of Michael, a police officer with the NYPD’s
33rd precinct and Maura, a registered nurse at Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. Niece of Barbara
LaMonaca, Nancy and Jeffrey Harrison, Carol and Joseph
Smith and cousin to many! 
First Job: Baby-sitting 
What it taught me: How to manage clients and network,
time management, and the value of work. 

Current Company and position: Deloitte LLP, Senior
Regulatory Analyst 
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Take
advantage of any professional opportunity that comes your
way, whether it be an unpaid internship, summer job, or
entry-level position to start establishing your professional
reputation. Build your network and relationships by
attending events and reaching out to those more senior in
your industry. Always go above and beyond! Never
underestimate the power of a hand written thank you note. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I’m an Irish twin! 
2.  I was a caregiver for many years. 
3.  I performed in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in
high school. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? My parents
nurtured our love and appreciation for our heritage by
making it known our identity was Irish Catholic. We were
exposed to our culture stateside through arts and music and
were connected to our roots by multiple family trips to
Ireland. As a high school junior, I attended the Irish American
Cultural Institute’s “Irish Way,” a summer study abroad
program which exposed me to Irish history and culture. 

Betsy is the eldest daughter of Sue Ellen and Martin J.
Gilligan and was born in Summit, New Jersey and raised in
New Providence, New Jersey. She received her
undergraduate degree from Saint Joseph’s University,

where she was fortunate to study abroad at the National
University of Ireland-Galway during her junior year. She
earned her Master of Arts degree in International Affairs
from Seton Hall University. She received her Juris Doctor
from Seton Hall University School of Law and is licensed to
practice law in New Jersey. As a legal and risk management
professional, she is currently a Senior Regulatory Analyst
with Deloitte LLP and her primary responsibilities are
analysis, evaluation, and research of state accountancy
laws, legislation, and regulations impacting the firm.  

Prior to Deloitte, she worked for EY in risk
management, focusing on lobbying and political
compliance matters. Her professional experience
extends to roles in higher education including Rutgers
University. Her professional career began with a seven-
year tenure with the United States Senate. As a Senior
Outreach Coordinator, she promoted the Senator's
legislative accomplishments and agenda through
community engagement and outreach. She also handled
constituent relations and acted as co-administrator of
the Newark office internship program. 

In her personal time, she enjoys trips to the Jersey
shore, cooking, and spending time with her family and
friends. Betsy dedicates this award to her loving parents,
Sue Ellen and Martin J. Gilligan who made countless
sacrifices and offered endless support to ensure that she,
Michael, and Maura achieved educational and professional
success.
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Patrick Winters 

Where you live:
Smithtown, New York 
Place of Birth: Port
Jefferson, New York 
Age: 27 
Status: Married 
Family: Parents: Joseph
and Michele Winters,
Brother: Sean Winters;
Fiancé: Madison
Pirrone.
First Job: Internship at
Fox News Channel 
What it taught me:
Working at Fox News

taught me how to work in a live, high pressure environment
where breaking news can happen at any moment. It taught
me how to think and act fast and make adjustments in any

situation. The best advice I received while working here as
an intern was to eliminate the word "No" from my
vocabulary and be ready and available to do whatever is
asked of you. 
Current Company and position: Director of Sales, Winters
Bros. Waste Systems 
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Hard
work pays off. Be willing to put the work in necessary to
achieve your goals. Anything can be done as long as you
set your mind to it. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1. I once met Tiger Woods 
2. I once went skydiving 
3. I have 2 King Cavalier puppies 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? My
grandmother was born in Cheekpoint, a small village in
Waterford, Ireland. My Irish Heritage means so much to me
because of where she came from and her incredible story of
starting a life in America. Without her journey and courage,
none of this is possible. I have family in Ireland that I stay in

touch with and visit on a yearly basis and have been
traveling to Ireland since I was 4 years old. 

Patrick Winters was born and raised in Long Island, New
York where he currently resides. Patrick graduated from
Fairfield University with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Communications. After working in the television business
after college at Fox News Channel, Patrick began to work at
Winters Bros. Waste Systems, embodying the third
generation of his family's waste hauling business. In his role
as the Long Island, N.Y.-based company's Sales Director,
Patrick has daily interaction with customers, working to
provide them with high quality customer service and
regularly steps up to take the lead on complex projects,
such as the launch of Winter Bros.' new website. Patrick,
along with everyone else at Winters Bros. Waste Systems,
also are involved in the autism community, helping people
with autism with many initiatives that include creating jobs
for young adults with autism and building a center where
they can expand their work and life skills even further.

Dennis Dunn
McCarthy

Where you live: Brooklyn
NY
Place of Birth: Long
Island NY
Age: 40
Status: Single
Family: Parents Dennis
and Joan McCarthy. Two
siblings, brother Edward
H McCarthy and his wife
Kelley Young McCarthy,
three nephews Jack
Patrick McCarthy, William
Dunn McCarthy and

Emmett Young McCarthy, brother Joseph B. McCarthy and
husband Teddy Moriates.
First Job: Acting and retail

What it taught me: Pride in presentation. Confidence.
Current Company and position: Compass Real Estate -
Senior Managing Director
Best advice you could give someone starting out:
Consistency is very important.
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1. Excellent Cook
2.  I sing. Frequent visitor of the many NY karaoke joints
3. Avid traveler, focusing on getting to each continent by the
age of 50.
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? I celebrate my
Irish heritage through frequent trips to Ireland, typically
twice a year. Supporting the Irish Georgian Society.

Dennis Dunn McCarthy, is a Senior Managing Director of
Sales at Compass Real Estate which was founded in 2012
and has quickly grown to be the third largest real estate
brokerage in the United States with $88 Billion in National
Sales Volume. Dennis has been instrumental in Compass'
New York expansion where he has overseen the Brooklyn
and Queens markets, where under his watch the division has

grown from 3 offices to now 6 in Brooklyn, 2 in Queens and
over 500 agents in Brooklyn and Queens alon. Prior to
Compass, Dennis was with the Corcoran Group for over 13
years where he consistently was aligned with the
brokerage's top teams brokering high end real estate
transactions in Brooklyn Heights, Park Slope, and
Williamsburg, specializing in resales of brownstones and
successfully selling out multiple condo new developments.
Dennis is a graduate of Fordham University, where he earned
BA in English and was actively involved with their dramatic
society of which he was president, performing in or
producing over 25 productions in his four years. Dennis was
awarded the Lord of the Manor at Fordham where he was
class speaker at his commencement. Dennis remains a very
active member of Fordham University's alumni. Dennis
enjoys time spent with family and friends both here and
abroad. He frequents Ireland the most often, regularly
staying with family in beautiful County Carlow, Kilkenny,
Dublin and Connemara. When not at home in Brooklyn,
Dennis also spends a great deal of time with friends and
family in his home town of Blue Point, Long Island


