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Mark O’Looney

Where you live: New York
Place of Birth: Dublin
Age: 27
Status: Engaged
Family: Mark's Parents, Mary and Martin
O'Looney are from Co. Clare. They married
and moved to Dublin where they had six
children: Michael, Aidan, Denise, Gary,
Derek, and Mark. Mark is engaged to Eoin
Cannon and they are due to be married this
November.
First Job: Sales Assistant in Dunnes Stores
What it taught me: Be kind to everyone no
matter what their role in the company. You
will not be remembered for the Job you held,
but the kindness you showed.
Current Company and position: Senior
Strategic Program Manager, Mastercard.
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Don't be afraid to fail. You'll
learn much more from your mistakes than
you will from your successes. Everyone has
an opinion. Listen to as many as you can

and then separate the signal from the noise
and make your own decision. Most
importantly, ask for feedback. Learn what
your weaknesses are and constantly work to
make them strengths.
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1. I'm a Singer / Actor in my spare time
2.  I've seen over 100 Broadway shows since
moving to NYC.
3. I run a production company, Boulevard
Productions in Ireland
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
I am a very proud Irish person and really
enjoy celebrating my heritage. I love to see
Irish Theatre in New York, especially as part
of theatre festivals. I enjoy introducing my
American friends to the food, music, and
culture of Ireland. St Patrick's Day at our
apartment is always a perfect opportunity
for this.

Mark O'Looney is a Senior Strategic
Program Manager at Mastercard. He holds a
BSc in computer science from the Dublin
Institute of Technology and an MBA from

Cornell Tech. Mark started out his
professional career as a software engineer
in Mastercard Ireland. He continued on this
path until he was selected as one of
Mastercard's "Innovation Scholars" in 2018.
The "Innovation Scholars" are moved to
New York and given a scholarship to Cornell
Tech so that they can pursue their master's
degree and then return to Mastercard
utilizing their newfound skillsets. During his
MBA, Mark served as the Co-President of
the Cornell Tech Students Association and
was awarded the Spirit of Cornell Tech
Award upon Graduation. Following
successful completion of his MBA, Mark
transferred to the Mastercard, New York
Tech Hub to work as a Senior Strategic
Program Manager. 

Mark cares deeply about creating an
inclusive workplace, having served as the
Global lead for Mastercard's PRIDE Business
Resource Group and since his return from
his studies he now serves as the NYC Lead
for the BRG. In his spare time, Mark runs a
production company "Boulevard
Productions" in Ireland.

Erin Kennedy

Where you live: Woodlawn
Place of Birth: Queens NY
Age: 39
Family: Parents Mary and Joe, siblings Tara,
Kate and Joey
First Job: Cashier at Sutton Place Gourmet
food store in Woodbury, NY
What it taught me: My first job taught me
time management, how to handle my
finances, and how to deal with picky people.
It was an upscale food store, and there were
a lot of them!
Current Company and position: 3rd grade
teacher for the Archdiocese of New York.
Irish Dance Instructor at The Harney Pender
Keady Academy of Irish Dancing in
Stamford, Connecticut
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Work hard, carefully consider
advice from people who have been there
before you, and stop worrying so much
about what other people think. Try to stay
positive and see the good in people and
situations. It just makes life better!
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?

Irish Dancing has been a large part of my life
since my teenage years, which has helped
me to stay close to my Irish heritage.
Dancing lessons, trips to Ireland, and
attending live sessions and parades have all
factored into keeping the tradition alive. By
adjudicating dance competitions across the
United States and Canada, I have been able
to see how other parts of North America
celebrate their Irish heritage as well.

Erin grew up in Syosset in Long Island with
parents Mary and Joseph Kennedy, and
siblings Tara, Katie and Joey. She began
taking Irish dancing lessons at the age of
eleven and immediately loved it! She spent
weekends traveling with family and friends
to local feiseanna. She learned how to be a
competitor and performer, and loved
meeting new people. 

When Erin first qualified for the World
Championships, her family accompanied her
to Dublin. They stayed for two weeks,
meeting relatives and seeing where her
grandfather grew up in Roscommon. After
the first big family trip, Erin travelled and
successfully competed at the All-Ireland and

Worlds annually. She is grateful for all that
her parents did to send her overseas! 
Erin graduated from Iona College in 2002
with a degree in Elementary Education. She
finished her competitive dancing career and
went on to become a certified Irish Dance
instructor (TCRG). She was teaching
elementary school and Irish dancing when
she moved to Yonkers, where she enjoyed
the lively Irish scene in the neighborhood. 

In 2011, Erin passed the ADCRG exam,
which allowed her to adjudicate Irish
dancing competitions. She continues to
judge dancers at feiseanna, and hopes they
can look back at their dancing experiences
with as many wonderful memories, life
lessons, and friendships as she does. 

After years in elementary classrooms,
Erin decided to return to school. She
completed a Master’s Degree in School
Counseling from Manhattan College in 2019
while teaching school and Irish Dancing,
and adjudicating on weekends. She is
grateful for the work ethic that her
grandparents and parents instilled in her!
She feels lucky to be Irish and is looking
forward to a fabulous evening!

THE IRISH ECHO TOP 40 UNDER 40 2020

Éireann Cryan

Where you live: NY
Place of Birth: NY
Age: 38
Status: Single
Family: Andrew
Joseph was born in
Easkey, Co Sligo and
raised in Loughrea,
Co Galway.
Immigrating first to
London before
settling in NY, he
met her mother
Geraldine Mary at
City Center. Geri is
the daughter of
immigrants (who

also met at an Irish dance) from Lauragh and Ballydavid
, Co Kerry. She has an older brother, Conor Andrew.
First Job: Receptionist, Parish Rectory
What it taught me: Mass cards are best when written
legibly!
Current Company and position: Administrative
Manager, Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and
Reproductive Science at The Mount Sinai Hospital
Best advice you could give someone starting out:
Éireann’s advice is somewhat different than her father’s
old adage of ‘whatever you say, say nothing.’ She
believes it is critical to initiate, nurture and maintain
workplace relationships and friendships. Genuine
connections are integral to the success of an operation,

allowing for knowledge-sharing and collaboration, and
can very often lead to new opportunities
Three things people would be surprised to know
about me....
1. I practice Transcendental Meditation
2.  My picture once appeared on the cover of The
Catholic New York Newspaper; my father had his
photographer friend take a picture of a classmate and I
watching the St Paddy’s Day Parade-green hair, stickers
on our faces-but while my parents had written a letter
excusing me from school because I’d be celebrating my
heritage, my friend had called out ‘sick.’ I don’t think she
got caught. 
3. I tried out for Jeopardy, and while I don’t know the
score I got, I was told to report that I only missed the
cutoff by one question (but so was everyone else.)
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? Every day,
by having to explain the pronunciation and spelling of
my name! I was raised to the music of Ceol na nGael and
took Irish dancing lessons.. Now, I’m enjoying getting
more involved in the Irish Business Organization.

Far and away, the most meaningful way of celebrating
my heritage has always been attending the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade. Since we were children, our family has made
it a point to observe it as a holiday, no matter the
weather, school day or not, watching from the Bank of
Ireland, the steps of the cathedral or somewhere on the
route, followed by dinner together.

Éireann Marie Cryan was born April 1st, 1981 to Andrew
Joseph (now deceased) and Geraldine Mary (née
Driscoll) Cryan. She and brother Conor Andrew were
raised in Ridgefield Park, NJ. Their parents being strong

proponents of Catholic education, Éireann attended St.
Francis of Assisi Elementary School in her hometown
followed by Immaculate Heart Academy in Washington
Township, NJ. Much of her time was spent in service as
she was an active member in her parish youth group,
volunteered at the local hospital, and after initiating a
petition with fellow classmates, became one of the first
female altar servers in parish history. 

Éireann was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes at the
age of 10. The chronic nature of the disease peaked her
interest in both medicine and mental health, later
informing both her academic and career choices. 

After obtaining a Bachelors in Social Work from Iona
College, Éireann began working at Englewood Hospital
and Medical Center in Englewood, NJ where she
become the manager of the Antepartum Testing Center.
She then transitioned to The Mount Sinai Hospital in
New York City, first as they manager of the Division of
Pediatric Cardiology then the Administrative Manager
for the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and
Reproductive Science. Éireann enjoys working in the
administrative side of healthcare, leveraging her social
work skills and a focus on employee wellness in daily
operations.

Éireann has always had a strong relationship with
family starting at a young age, where she was
particularly close to maternal grandfather John Driscoll
and maternal uncles John G. Driscoll, C.F.C. and Michael
A. Driscoll, C.F.C. She enjoys spending time with family
and close friends, counting her mother Geri and brother
Conor among her best friends. She loves to travel and is
excited to attend the Notre Dame vs Navy game in Dublin
later this year.

     


