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Michael Connolly 

Where you live: St. James, NY 
Place of Birth: Smithtown, NY 
Age: 38 
Status: Married 
Family: I am married to my wife Kelly for 9
years and have two beautiful daughters,
Kailene 7 yrs old, and Brinley 6 months old. 
First Job: Heating and Air Conditioning
Install Apprentice 
What it taught me: Growing up in a family
owned and operated heating and air
conditioning company, I learned at a very
young age the responsibilities of managing
time, materials, money, and manpower in
the construction industry. Being on
construction sites from the age of 8 years
old also sparked my interest in this fast
moving, demanding, and challenging
industry. That desire to build has been with
me ever since. 
Current Company and position: I am
currently an Executive Superintendent with

Hunter Roberts Construction Group based
out of Downtown Manhattan. I specialize in
the Healthcare Construction arena but have
also built residential, commercial,
laboratory, and retail spaces as well. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Identify an industry which
intrigues you. Stick with it and do not give
up. It takes time and experience to excel in
any industry and the rewards are typically
not immediate, but rather come with time. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1. I graduated from Marist College with a
Business Finance degree. 
2. I have always been into fast paced
adrenaline sports such as Motocross and
Snowboarding. 
3. My Great Grandfather, John Connolly, was
the Roofing Foreman for the Empire State
Building. There is a plaque in the lobby
which honors him as one of the Master
Craftsman on the construction of this iconic
building. 

How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
I have always been intrigued by the depth of
the Irish lineage in my family. I enjoy
spending time with family and sharing the
stories about the legacy of the Connolly
name. Digging through the family tree and
researching the many generations back
through Ireland amazes me. Understanding
what my ancestors did and how they lived
has always interested me. A summertime
Connolly Family reunion was always a great
way to spend time with the extended family
and share stories of the past. 

Since an early age, Michael has shown an
abundance of interest in the construction
industry. He has successfully climbed
through the ranks from Assistant
Superintendent all the way through to
Executive Superintendent during his 17-year
career so far. Michael has successfully
constructed some of the iconic hospitals we
see today in New York City, Queens, and
Long Island.
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Michael Brady 

Where you live: Bronx, NY 
Place of Birth: Albany, NY 
Age: 36 
Status: Married 
Family: Michael Brady is an Irish American.
In 1907 his grandparents on his father's side,
born in Co. Cavan, immigrated to America
and settled in Boston and later New York
City. They moved to Albany, New York and
were married. His grandfather, John Brady,
established one of Albany's first private
carting firms, Brady and Sons. There, the
Brady's raised 8 boys and one girl. The
middle child, Frank Joseph Brady, worked
closely with his father in the family business
and went on to marry his high sweetheart
Marlene Simmons (Co. Tyrone). Together,
the happy couple welcomed 3 children into
the world - Holly, Joseph, and Michael. The
majority of the Brady family still lives in
Albany, New York. Michael left Albany for
university. Upon earning his degree from
Manhattan College and later New York
University, Michael settled in the Bronx
where he currently resides. 
First Job: Lumber Yard 
What it taught me: At a very young age
(12), I began working in the family lumber
yard, splitting and stacking lumber for
construction or fire wood. This was my
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday job; during the
week Monday - Wednesday, I worked at a
local pharmacy after school. In both
positions, I learned the value of hard work,
the importance of supporting your family,
and that money doesn't grow on trees. 
Current Company and position: Michael
Brady is currently the Chief Executive Officer
of the Third Avenue Business Improvement

District and Bruckner Boulevard Commercial
Corridor. He currently serves as Vice
President of the Bronx Chamber of
Commerce and Chairs the Chamber's
Legislative Committee. 
His prior position was Master Planner for the
South Bronx waterfront where he led
initiatives to activate the South Bronx
waterfront from the East River to the Harlem
River with over 10,000 new units of housing,
miles of accessible waterfront, and
shoreline sustainability programs. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Don't be scared or lazy to do
the work no one else wants to do. In doing
that work you get a better understanding of
how the machine works and can function at
a higher level as you progress in your career. 
Also, if you see a piece of paper on the
ground - don't walk over it. Pick it up. Lead
by example. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1.  I played rugby 
2.  I was the only child to leave Albany, NY 
3.  I worked three jobs during undergrad to
pay tuition 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
Whether celebrating St. Patrick's Day or
going to my niece's step dancing recitals - at
the heart of my Irish heritage is a
commitment and loyalty to family and
friends. Living that value system every day is
a guiding principle in my life. 

Any time anything goes on in the South
Bronx chances are Michael Brady has
something to do with it. From leading the
Bronx’s busiest and oldest commercial
district as its Chief Executive Officer to
working closely with the City of New York on

industrial land use policy to build state of
the art, eco-forward, job intensive
manufacturing centers with the Association
for Neighborhood and Housing Development
(ANHD), Brady has been committed to
preserving and shaping the future of one of
the borough’s most rapidly developing
areas. Brady has a keen pulse on the
economic development of the South Bronx
and New York City and is implementing new
measures to ensure that development is
robust and equitable.

Brady has extensive experience in
operations and strategic planning as well as
managing high profile economic
development projects. He successfully
navigates the New York City and State
government, business and civic sectors to
raise hundreds of millions of dollars in
public-sector funding, gain project
approvals for major land use projects and
helped businesses seeking to expand,
improve or launch in the City of New York.
Prior to his present position, Brady was the
Master Planner for the South Bronx
waterfront for the New York State
Department of State charged with
waterfront master planning and re
positioning distressed and undervalued
residential, industrial, and mixed-use
properties for development. 

Brady specializes in economic
development, organizational management,
land use, industrial, and environmental
policy. Brady leans on his experience in
governmental relations to provide the
leadership and expertise to forge and
sustain relationships with City, State, and
Federal policy makers and influencers while
also implementing comprehensive strategic
plans for the borough.

Dan Healy

Where you live: Brooklyn NY
Place of Birth: San Francisco
Age: 34
Family: Wife, Ashley Hackett Healy, and
Daughter, Everly James Healy
First Job: Golf Course Bag Room Attendant
What it taught me: Developing authentic
relationships with people, understanding
what matters to them, and being genuine
will help you create a network that will pay
dividends over time.
Current Company and position: Co-
Founder, CEO PickUp

Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Spend more time listening and
less time talking, you'll learn a lot more.
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
Our Irish Heritage is incredibly important to
our family, and we've found the best way to
celebrate it is to immerse ourselves in the
Irish and Irish American culture here in the
states as well as back in Ireland as often as
we possibly can.

Dan has spent the majority of his career in
starting companies or working in the early
stages of companies with a focus on
technology. He started his first company in

college, building an online food ordering
platform for The Ohio State University. He
then went on to join a small team in
Brooklyn, New York focused on building
scalable mobile technology for consumer
brands. They build that company to over 125
people across New York, Durham, and San
Francisco, working with brands like
SoulCycle, American Express, and
Abercrombie & Fitch. In 2019 they sold their
company to WeWork. Dan is now the Co-
Founder and CEO of PickUp, a company
focused on building the bridge between
sports media and sports betting.


