
Gemma Sherlock

Where you live: Bushwick, Brooklyn
Place of Birth: Kingscourt, Co. Cavan
Age: 37
Status: Single
Family: My family are all in Ireland - Mum,
Dad sister and brother and the latest addition
to the family, baby Hannah who was born in
December. They are my biggest supporters
and I’m very close with all of them. I speak to
them most days and go home 3-4 times a
year to stay properly connected.
First Job: Part time banquet waitress at
Cabra Castle Hotel, Kingscourt, Co. Cavan.
What it taught me: How to interact with
people and handle problems efficiently. How
to be incredibly social and quickly make
strangers feel comfortable in my company.
Current Company and position: CEO &
Creative Director at The Scarlet Bob
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Life rarely goes to plan, so don’t
hold yourself back with rigid thinking. There
are several paths that will get you to where
you want to go. Most of the time, that thing-
that-didn’t-go-to-plan will turn out to be a
blessing in disguise that frees you up for an
even greater opportunity to come your way.
Start investing, saving for a rainy day and a
pension as soon as you start working! You
can’t start early enough
Three things people would be surprised to

know about me....
1. I completed Grade 8 Associated Board of
the Royal Schools of Music and was a piano
teacher at age 16.
2.  I played clarinet in a Brass & Reed band at
home in Co. Cavan for 11 years and played for
President Mary McAleese at a garden party at
Áras an Úchtaráin.
3. I only have 24 teeth
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? I
make sure to retain the integrity of my accent
as best I can! I use Irish phraseology in my
day to day vocabulary and in my writing and
provide footnotes to explain to people what
they mean. I attend Pop Up Gaeltachts in New
York whenever the opportunity arises and
when time allows, refresher visits to Gleann
Cholm Cille when I’m back in Ireland to stop
mo chuid Gaeilge from going too rusty.

Gemma Sherlock is a multi-award-winning
creative marketer and style icon. Over the
course of her career, she has worked as
Account Director with AV Browne Group,
Belfast; Boys and Girls, Dublin; and Business
Development Director at McCann Dublin;
during which time she picked up awards from
CIM Ireland, CIM UK, Irish Marketing Journal,
ICAD, DMA and PANI to name but a few.

Since moving to New York in 2015,
harnessing her marketing know-how and
natural creativity, Gemma has successfully
transitioned into the provision of creative

services for companies in the US and Ireland,
including Condé Nast, CNN, Project Runway,
ISLYNYC, House Of Yes and Boys & Girls. She
has also founded her own brand - The Scarlet
Bob - a celebration of individuality,
articulated through style and storytelling.
Gemma believes in the power of color to
maintain mental and emotional equilibrium,
which is evident in her well-documented,
color-saturated style.

Through this expression of unique
personal style, Gemma receives regular
media attention from across the globe and
she has featured in D4 Magazine (South
Korea), Quoted Magazine (New York),
BUST.COM, MILK.XYZ, Stellar Magazine
(Ireland), HotPress Magazine (Ireland),
IrishCentral.com, The FAKE Magazine
(Turkey). In 2018, she made her commercial
debut in an award-winning DIESEL campaign. 

In addition to her passion for creativity,
Gemma is passionate about feminism and
equality and is a fervent supporter of
women's rights. She consistently works to
connect women with one another for creative
collaboration and personal development and
uses her significant social media influence to
bring her message to her many thousands of
followers.

Gemma is also an avid supporter of animal
rights and lives in Brooklyn with four fully
domesticated, formerly feral cats - Toby,
Teddy, Kyle and George.

Michael Mallon

Where you live: Brooklyn NY
Age: 37 
Status: Engaged
Family: Fiancé: Albert Wang
First Job: I sold art and managed custom
framing at an art gallery.
What it taught me: My first job taught me
how to work with others as a team--a
building, block of any career. It also taught
me the power of audience-tailored, ("know
your audience") communication: it can move
mountains when done correctly.
Current Company and position:
Communications Director for NYC Council
Finance Chair Daniel Dromm
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Do what you love to do,
professionally speaking, and you'll move
mountains.
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? I
am proud to march in the annual NYC St.
Patrick's Day Parade, the St. Pat's for All
Parade in Queens, and the Brooklyn St.
Patrick's Day Parade. I believe it is important
to celebrate Irish heritage and culture, and to
do so publicly. Visibility is important.

A born-and-bred New Yorker, and proudly of
Irish descent (County Armagh), Michael
Mallon serves as director of communications
for NYC Council Finance Chair Daniel Dromm.
Dromm chairs both the Council's LGBTQ and
Irish Caucuses.

Michael manages all external
communications, media relations, and social
media for the Council Member.  Michael also
serves as the office's LGBTQ liaison.  In this
role, Michael has helped hundreds of
Queens LGBTQ residents overcome
workplace and housing discrimination,
immigration issues, domestic violence and
other concerns.  He has directed outreach
and secured community support for a
number of Council Member’s initiatives,
including city-wide efforts to teach LGBTQ
history in public schools and to reform Stop
and Frisk.  Michael is also responsible for
co-organizing events for LGBTQ New
Yorkers, including the first Foster Parent and
Adoption Forum for Queens LGBTQ Parents,
the first Citywide Transgender Community
Forum in Queens, and the first Queens
LGBTQ Youth Summit.

In an effort to "be the change you want to
see," Michael became deeply involved in
LGBTQ activism and politics over a decade
ago.  He has co-organized a number of issue-

based campaigns, including the successful
effort to bring about marriage equality for
LGBTQ people in NY and across the USA.  He
has also organized for the passage of state-
wide legislation that would bring about
workplace protections for transgender and
gender-nonconforming people, and is proud
to be a part of the effort to end the abusive
practice known as "gay conversion therapy".

Over the years, Michael has raised
thousands of dollars for social service
organizations that serve the LGBTQ people
and people living with HIV/AIDS.  Michael is
the president of the Lesbian and Gay
Democratic Club of Queens (LGDCQ), the only
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
Democratic club in Queens County as well as
a board member of the Stonewall Democratic
Club of NYC.  Michael frequently volunteers
for Queens Pride, having served as its
Secretary for two terms. He has helped
organize the Queens LGBTQ Pride Parade &
Festival every June, as well as the Winter
Pride Gala, an annual fundraising event that
honors those who advocate for the LGBTQ
and HIV/AIDS communities in Queens. A
fighter for improved mass transit, Michael is
proud to be a founding member of the Riders
Alliance.  He lives in NYC with his fiancé,
Albert Wang.
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Michael Connolly

Where you live: Philadelphia
Place of Birth: Silver Spring, MD
Age: 33
Status: Single
Family: Father and Stepmother, and sister in
Maryland, another sister in Georgia. Our
family comes from Galway, where we still
have a great deal of extended family that
operate the family farm.
First Job: Delivering newspapers
What it taught me: That I needed to improve
my work ethic. I didn't have a very consistent
life as a child, and that first job taught me
that there was a lot I still had to learn on my
own.
Current Company and position:
Pennsylvania Treasury Department; Deputy
State Treasurer for Communications
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Focus on learning the key
competencies of your craft, and then don't try
to keep learning every small detail in your

field after that. If you follow the exact steps of
who came before you, all you're going to do is
what they did. The best ideas are probably
from outside your field, waiting for you to
bring them in.
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1. My Dad and I fought in Iraq together for two
tours
2.  I'm a fan of one specific NBA player: Mike
Scott
3. I used to perform stand-up comedy
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? I
listen to Irish music and podcasts, follow the
news and political events very closely to
know what's happening back home, and try
to build capacity to impact those things from
America. The best way to celebrate a past is
to create a better future, and for me, that
means a United Ireland.

Michael Connolly currently serves as Deputy
State Treasurer for Communications for the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and has

served alongside State Treasurer Joe
Torsella since his four-year term began in
2017. In this role, he has led a team that has
produced more than 7,000 unique press
stories, written dozens of speeches and op-
eds, and fully redesigned Treasury's digital
presence. The latter included a full redesign
of department branding and logos, building
and launching a new website with enhanced
capabilities, and launching new channels on
emerging and existing social media
channels. Treasury's Twitter presence, due
largely its unique voice, has quickly gained a
large following and generated several profile
pieces on the account and Treasurer
Torsella's work.

Michael also served in Iraq for two combat
tours as an Infantryman, and has been a
leader on veterans' issues in multiple states
on how academia, state governments, and
the private sector can collaborate to solve
them. He is a member of the Truman National
Security Project, and lives in Philadelphia
with his two small but very loyal dogs.


