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John Sullivan 

Where you live: Philadelphia, PA 
Place of Birth: Bryn Mawr, PA 
Age: 35 
Status: Married 
Family: Murphy is my mother's maiden
name and I'm a Sullivan. I can't hide from
my freckles if I tried. On the personal side,
my greatest achievement by far was
convincing my wife, Chelsea, to marry me.
She is far more intelligent and better looking
than I am, and she inspires me daily to reach
for the stars. As my Irish grandfather once
described the moment when he first met my
grandmother in County Mayo, Ireland: “If
lucky, once in a lifetime a blind squirrel will
find a beautiful acorn.” My wife never
appreciates being called an acorn, but the
overall sentiment holds true. 
First Job: Mucking stalls and stacking hay
bales on the family horse farm. 
What it taught me: As my Irish grandfather
often said: "Sully, you'll never be the
prettiest one in the room and you may not be
the smartest, but the one thing no one can

ever take away from you is perseverance
and a sound work ethic. Outwork the rest
and you'll go far." 
Current Company and position: Buchanan
Ingersoll & Rooney PC, Shareholder 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Be genuine and always remain
committed to learning new things. In a world
moving at warp speed, it is more important
than ever to stay curious. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1.  I know how to ride horses, play guitar, and
can sometimes do both at the same time 
2.  I once had my internet privileges
temporarily revoked at the University of
Oxford for a high volume of illegal download
activity for bootlegging live Pearl Jam
concerts. I'm now an IP attorney. Irony. 
3.  In the right light at the right time of day,
my hair is completely ginger in color. Tip of
the cap to my grandfather from Mayo,
Maggie Sullivan, for the ginger genes. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
My wife and I get back to Ireland 4-6 times a
year for work and to visit with family and
friends. Beyond the geography, being Irish

has always been a state of mind from my
perspective. Learning how to roll with the
punches in life, finding a way to laugh in the
face of adversity, and always being able to
find solace and joy with family and friends
talking life over a pint. 

John combines his business acumen and
legal expertise to help clients identify,
protect, commercialize and enforce their
brands, creativity and technological
innovations. With an extensive background
in the areas of trademark and copyright law,
in addition to commercial licensing and
corporate strategy, John has helped clients
ranging in size from early-stage start-ups to
Fortune 100 companies develop and
implement pragmatic business solutions to
complex intellectual property and corporate
law problems. As a dual Irish citizen with
significant experience counseling
companies coming out of or expanding into
the European market, John provides a
valued international perspective for his
clients and regularly represents both U.S.
and European clients looking to implement
or scale trans-Atlantic operations.

Jessica Benson 

Where you live: Beverly, Massachusettes 
Place of Birth: Dublin, Ireland 
Age: 39 
Status: Married
Family:Married to Dave Andrews. I have two
sons, Noah who is 10 and Elijah who is 7 
First Job: Transfer Pricing Analyst with
Deloitte in San Francisco 
What it taught me: I moved to San
Francisco not long after the dot com crash.
It was an amazing opportunity straight out
of college, a fantastic city to live in and
really interesting to see the aftermath of the
crash and the companies that emerged.
I learnt so much on the job and learnt so
much from my colleagues who were really
generous with their time and expertise. It
made me realize how important it is to do
the same for others. 
Current Company and position: Vice
President, New Forms of Investment, IDA
Ireland 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Every job you do matters,

make sure you do it well and give it all
you've got. The connections you make now
will stand to you in 20 years time.....  and 20
years goes by quickly! 
Always be willing to try something new,
especially if it puts you outside your comfort
zone, that's how you'll figure out what you
love and gain a wide range of skills that will
allow you to make things happen. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1.  I spend a lot of time at hockey rinks
cheering on my two sons (I never remotely
expected to be a 'hockey mom'!) 
2.  I considered doing art for my degree 
3.  I love board games and can get very
competitive! 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
I have the privilege of working with my
amazing colleagues every day both in the US
and in Ireland and of doing a job that has a
direct impact on people’s livelihood and
well-being in Ireland. So for me my Irish
heritage feels very much alive and well. 

Jessica has lived in Beverly, Massachusetts

with her husband Dave Andrews and sons
Noah and Elijah since 2014. Jessica is VP in
IDA Ireland's Boston office and is
responsible for supporting US and Canadian
companies in sectors including
Infrastructure, Energy, AgTech, Marine, and
SportsTech to establish and expand their
operations in Ireland. Jessica is on the
Board of Advisors for Endicott College. Prior
to joining IDA Ireland Jessica managed
equity investments in high growth Irish
start-ups with Enterprise Ireland and worked
as an economic researcher in the Central
Bank of Ireland. On graduating from college
Jessica joined Deloitte in San Francisco,
California where she worked in transfer
pricing on multinational’s international tax
strategies. Jessica spent two years in San
Francisco before leaving to travel
throughout India and South East Asia and
then returning to Deloitte in Dublin, Ireland.
Jessica holds a BA (mod) in Economics and
Business from Trinity College Dublin and an
M. Litt in Management, Economics and
International relations from University of St.
Andrews, Scotland.

Niall Murphy

Where you live: Boston, MA
Place of Birth: Dublin, Ireland
Age: 29
Family: Parents, Michael and Fiona Murphy
also born in County Dublin; younger brother,
Ciaran was born in Boston.
First Job: Legislative Aide at the
Massachusetts House of Representatives
What it taught me: My first job in public
service at the Massachusetts House of
Representatives working for then State
Representative Martin J. Walsh taught me to
never take what you do for granted. Every day
you have the ability to help others who may
be struggling at that time. Whether it's
helping someone who is in need of housing
assistance or helping to get a pothole fixed,
every situation should be handled with
diligence, professionalism and care.
Selflessness and compassion are two values
that have really stuck with me since my first
days in public service.
Current Company and position: City of
Boston Mayor's Office. Deputy Chief of Staff
to Mayor Martin J. Walsh
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: The best advice I would give
someone starting out is to always ask
questions and to never stop networking.
Meet as many people as possible and find
out how they have grown to be where they
are professionally. Always follow up with a

thank you email or hand written note after
meeting someone, it can go a long way.
Having mentors in the workplace has been
vital to my growth personally and
professionally, and can really help others
achieve their goals.
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1. I love to cycle and have participated in two
long distance charity bike rides to raise
money for the Dana Farber Cancer Institute
and for Best Buddies International.
2.  I started skiing 5 years ago, but have
grown to really enjoy it. I now ski multiple
times a year all around the New England area.
3. Sushi is my favorite food to eat.
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? I
love listening to Irish music, specifically The
Dubliners. I thoroughly enjoy going to my
parent's house to have a cup of tea and listen
to old stories of their past times growing up
in Ireland. Lastly, I have had the opportunity
to travel back to Ireland at least once a year
over the last 8 years, and make it a point to
spend time in a new county and town to learn
more about the history of Ireland. 

Niall Murphy currently serves as Deputy
Chief of Staff to Mayor Martin J. Walsh. In
this capacity, he advises Mayor Walsh on key
issues and initiatives, manages citywide
performance and works on a variety of
projects to further the administration's goal
of a thriving, healthy, and innovative Boston.

Prior to this, Niall was the Director of
Boston 311, the city's central constituent
service office that conducts roughly 2,000
interactions a day with residents and visitors
to Boston. Niall led the transition and launch
of the Boston 311 Call Center in 2015, creating
a more streamlined service by implementing
new technology and improving business
practices throughout the administration.
Prior to his time in Boston 311, Niall served as
a Special Assistant to Mayor Walsh. In this
role, he managed various projects related to
the Mayor’s Office, staffed the Mayor at
external events and coordinated constituent
services within the Mayor's Office.

During his time before City Hall, Niall
worked in the Massachusetts House of
Representatives as a Legislative Aide for the
13th Suffolk District State Representative
Martin J. Walsh. Niall conducted policy
research and analysis, drafted legislation and
managed constituent relations for the office.
Niall studied Criminal and Social Justice at
Boston College. In his spare time, Niall enjoys
cycling, hiking, spending time with family and
friends, and volunteering as a mentor with Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Massachusetts. Niall
previously participated in a 1 day 100 mile
cycling race and a 2 day 192 mile cycling race.

Niall was born in Dublin, Ireland in the
town of Dundrum on April 3, 1990. He moved
to Boston with his parents, Michael and Fiona
Murphy in 1994. He has a younger brother,
Ciaran Murphy. Niall resides in Boston with
his girlfriend Meaghan and their dog Layla.
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