
Sean (a.k.a Seanai) Kiely 

Where you live: Hoboken, NJ 
Place of Birth: Waterford, Ireland 
Age: 27 
Status: Single 
Family: My parents, Michael and Mairead
Kiely, live in the An Rinn Gaeltacht in West
Waterford, Ireland, as does my sister, Roisin
(who is still in high school). My brother
Micheal is a law student at Trinity College
Dublin and is currently doing a year abroad at
University in Wurzburg, Germany. 
First Job: Taking photographs with my
grandfather and father at sporting events. They
were both press photographers. When I was 5
years old, I was once at a Munster hurling final in
Thurles when the owner of Sportsfile, Ray
McManus, asked me to take his photo with my
camera. After I took his photo, he gave me 5
pounds and told me "never forget who paid you
for your first photography job." I never did forget. 
What it taught me: Always put yourself in the
best position to capture a moment (or an
opportunity). In addition, having worked at so
many sporting events taking photographs as a
child growing up, I often saw one year's
defeated team come back even stronger and
more determined and become the following
year's winning team. 
Current Company and position: Felder, Felder
& Nottes P.C. (formerly Raoul Felder &
Partners). Attorney & Counselor-at-Law 
Best advice you could give someone starting
out: Perseverance and organization is the key.
Turning up in life is 90% of the battle. Make
sure you enjoy the journey (as much as a
cliché as that might sound), because as John
Lennon once said "life is what happens when
you are busy making plans". 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me....
1. I speak fluent German and attended
University in Germany and debated in the
same Courtroom that was used for the

Nuremberg Trials after WW2. 
2.  I was an elected party official of a major
political party in Ireland and sat on the Party's
National Executive. 
3. While working for a well-known political
family in Massachusetts in 2012, I once hada
lengthy conversation with Taylor Swift for an
entire evening at a beach party in 2012,
without knowing who Taylor Swift was or that
she was even remotely famous. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? I
play hurling for the Hoboken Guards. We won
the New York State Senior Hurling
Championship last summer in Gaelic Park
against Tipperary New York. I am passionate
about all Irish sport. 

Sean grew up in the small village of
Kilmacthomas (famous for Flahavan's
porridge) in the center of County Waterford. At
age 13, Sean and his family moved to the
Gaeltacht of An Rinn in West Waterford (about
5 miles outside Dungarvan) where Sean's
mother's side of the family originate from. At
age 16, Sean lived in Northern Germany on a
student exchange for 3 months, which ignited
a lifetime interest in German history and
culture. 

Sean was educated at St. Augustine's
College, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford and in 2011
went on to study Law and German at Trinity
College Dublin, Ireland's oldest (founded in
1592) and highest ranked University (one of
the seven ancient Universities of Britain and
Ireland). At Trinity College, Sean was a Senior
Editorial Board Member of the Trinity College
Law Review (which is Ireland's premier student
edited law journal). While at Trinity, Sean spent
one year studying at Friedrich Alexander
University in Nuremberg, Germany. In 2012,
Sean spent the summer working for
Congressman Joseph P. Kennedy III during his
first campaign for congress in Massachusetts'
fourth congressional district. Upon returning to
Ireland to continue his studies at Trinity, Sean

became active with Fianna Fail - The
Republican Party. Sean was the director of
elections for the party in Waterford during the
2014 European and Local Elections. 

Sean was also Fianna Fail's Waterford
Representative on the National Executive of
the Party from 2013-2017 where he met with
the leader of the opposition party (Micheal
Martin) at Parliament Buildings (Leinster
House) on a monthly basis, as a member of the
Party's highest Governing Body. In 2015, Sean
graduated from Trinity College with a Degree in
Law and German and proceeded to attend The
Honorable Society of Kings Inns, Dublin, where
he trained as a Barrister-at-Law, being called to
the Bar of Ireland by the Chief Justice of the
Irish Supreme Court in July 2016. After a short
period, practicing in the area of Private Equity
Law in Dublin, Sean Moved to the United
States in early 2017 to take up a position with
the prestigious law firm of Raoul Felder and
Partners (now Felder, Felder & Nottes P.C).
Sean sat the New York Bar Exam and was
admitted as a New York Attorney. 

Sean now specializes in high net worth
matrimonial and family law (where his clients
range from rich and famous celebrities and
sports stars to fortune 500 and Wall Street
Executives, although he has also represented
many less high-profile individuals as well).
Sean is now working alongside famous divorce
lawyer, Raoul Felder, and his clients have
included international royalty, world famous
athletes, supermodels, movie stars, rock
legends. He has represented the spouses of
Martin Scorsese, Johnnie Cochran, Mike Tyson,
and has handled custody cases against Mick
Jagger. Other notable clients have included
Rudolph Giuliani, Liam Gallagher, and Claude
Picasso. Sean's offices are located on Madison
Avenue behind St. Patrick's Cathedral. Sean is
also a member of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians N.Y County AOH Division 7 and is
very active in the Irish sporting and business
communities in New York.

Kat Bride

Where you live: Long Island City, NY
Place of Birth: New Jersey
Age: 39
Status: Free as a bird
Family:Mom-Elizabeth, with roots in Dungloe
and Maghery, Country Donegal
Dad-James, with roots in Cork and Malin
Head, Country Donegal
Brother-Jim, married with two children, my
nieces Maryanne (10) and Carolyn (7), who
are known as "The Geese," lives in
Somerville, MA
Sister-Fiona, a paralegal living in Hoboken
Irish Cousins- 80+ from Singapore to St. Paul,
MN
First Job: Farm stand cashier/vegetable
washer/ cleanup crew
What it taught me: Be friendly & helpful to
strangers. Turn them into loyal customers.
Don't judge a bruised tomato (they can still
be sweet, tangy and tasty.) Be thorough in
every chore, especially while washing the
sand out of lettuce. Bring the fruits of your
labor home to family.
Current Company and position: Luxury
Travel Consultant at Travel Edge
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Read the newspaper every day.
You will learn more than you ever thought
possible.  Treat the janitor with the same
respect you give the CEO. Observe what your
employer does well and where they could
improve. Start making improvements on your
own. Stand up for yourself. Don't let anyone
yell at or bully you. Avoid allowing co-workers
manipulate your opinions of others. Make
your own assessments. Admit when you're
wrong, apologize and move on. Remember
the adults you work with are still figuring out
life. Make time for family and friends. Learn
how to dance. Go out and have a blast being
young.
Three things people would be surprised to

know about me....
1. I took the test to join the NYPD because I
love helping New Yorkers and speak Spanish
& French.
2.  Def Leppard is my guilty pleasure band
(Shh! Don't tell!)
3. It's my dream to visit the Holy Land
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? I
celebrate my Irish heritage every day, starting
by carrying an Irish passport!

At home - I eat breakfast off Nicky Mosse
dishware and drink tea from a Donegal
Creameries mug. Writers Maeve Brennan,
Joyce, Beckett, Synge, Wilde, Frank
O'Connor, Sean O'Faolain, Edna O'Brien, JP
Donleavy and many more line my shelves. 
À la mode-Patrick Francis scarves, Bebhinn
Martin sweater, handmade brown wool
jumper, bog oak jewelry, claddagh bracelet,
Brigid's Cross necklace, my grandmother's
Connemara marble brooch. 

At work-As a luxury travel agent, I love
sending clients to The Shelbourne, The
Merrion, Dromoland Castle, The Cliff House,
Ashford Castle, Ballynahinch, (there are so
many great ones) and discovering new
favorites like The Marker, the Titanic Hotel
Belfast, The Conrad and InterContinental
Dublin. 

At play-I'm a member of the Irish Arts
Center and have taken their classes in Irish
dancing and mandolin. One day I'll improve
enough to join a seisiun. I try to catch at least
three Blarney Star concerts per year and you
can count on me to attend Bloomsday on
Broadway. 

With family & friends- Support the Irish
Repertory Theatre, Origin 1st Irish Festival,
Irish Screen America, CRAICfest, New York
Irish Center events, WFUV's Ceol na Gael
among others. 

Most importantly-Visiting my wonderful
family in Dublin and Donegal.

Kat was raised in a funny and loving three-

generation Irish-American household in
Gillette, New Jersey. She loved spending time
with her grandmother who emigrated from
Dungloe and who inspired Kat to hold Ireland
near and dear. 

In the summer of 1988, Kat's family spent
three weeks visiting Donegal and met over 40
cousins. To this day she cherishes the joyful
memories of that special time. 

After surviving an all-girls high school, Kat
set out for The Beautiful Bronx and studied at
Fordham University. Upon graduating, she
started a career in hotels, advancing to
Concierge at The Mark Hotel and Chief
Concierge at the InterContinental Times
Square, becoming the youngest woman in
the city to do so in a 600+ room hotel. 

Tired of the boys club of the hotel scene
but eager to see another angle of the
business, Kat cold-called New York's best
luxury travel agencies and landed a job
arranging dream trips for the .01% of the 1%.
In this role she travels the world in search of
the best experiences and helps five star
hotels, private tour companies and airlines
improve their offering. 

Looking for new friends and fulfillment
outside of work, Kat began volunteering with
BZH New York, the expat association from
Brittany in the Big Apple. In a true New York
story, and despite her rusty French, she rose
from volunteer to Treasurer to President!
While Kat has found professional success in
the travel world, she is most proud of hosting
and organizing concerts, dinners, picnics, ski
weekends, art viewings, street fairs,
Christmas parties and marches in the St.
Patrick's Day Parade with the five generations
of Bretons who left home to make new lives
in New York. As President of BZH New York,
Kat's goal is to strengthen ties among the
Celtic cousins of the Irish, Scottish and Welsh
networking and business groups in NYC. It is
her honor to be included among the Irish
Echo's 40 under 40 for 2020.
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