Seamus McAteer
Place of Birth: Kildallan, Co. Cavan
Business: Otter.ai
State: California
First Established: 2016
Your Position in Business: General Manager
Website: https://otter.ai
Company Twitter Handle: @otter_ai
Total Employees: 30
Where You Live: San Francisco, CA
First Job: Building and fixing bicycles from my garage
What it taught me: Be careful what commitments you make; you will be
held accountable when people pay you.
Family: Wife Madeleine Bocaya, and son Thomas.
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Find out what you are good at and
do that.
The most important thing for business success is: Transparency and
consistency has helped me succeed. It is the key to trust in relationships
with employees, colleagues, business partners, and potential acquirers.

Samuel Dennigan

Cathal McGreal

Place of Birth: Dublin
Business: Strong Roots
State: NY
First Established: 2018
Your Position in Business: CEO
Website: www.StrongRoots.com
Company Twitter Handle: @Strongrootsusa
Total Employees: 20
Where You Live: London
First Job: Framer
What it taught me: Customer service and being
creative
Family: Amelia and Joseph
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Stick to the
knitting
The most important thing for business success
is: Plan twice do once
You know you’re Irish if… Last one to leave and
first one to sing
Biography: Having worked in the food industry in
Ireland and the UK for the last 10 years I have
become a specialist in Retail, Wholesale, Food
Service and the Logistics channels of food. I have
worked directly with all major retailers and
symbol groups and have a great insight into new
product development aspects of food and the food
business.

Place of Birth: Westport, Co. Mayo
Business: The Quiet Man Public House
State: NY
First Established: 2011
Your Position in Business: Owner
Website: www.TheQuietManPublicHouse.com
Total Employees: 15
Where You Live: Darien CT
First Job: Bike repair
What it taught me: To be self-reliant
Best advice anyone ever gave you: My dad “Do
not work on scaffolding” He knew how clumsy I
was.
The most important thing for business success
is: Give a great product at a fair price and try to
always give back to your Community
You know you’re Irish if… Flat ginger ale cures
everything.
Biography: Born in Westport Ireland 1969.
Immigrated to the US in the late 80s. Set up my
furniture making company Hibernian with Design.
Opened The Quiet Man public house in 2011

Patrick Bench
Place of Birth: Boston
Business: Benchmark Strategies
State: Massachusetts
First Established: 2014
Your Position in Business: President
Website: www.Benchmark-Strategies.com
Company Twitter Handle: @BenchmarkBoston
Total Employees: 5
Where You Live: Boston
First Job: Landscaper
What it taught me: Providing consistent client service is the foundation
for success.
Family: Married with a daughter
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Expect excellence from yourself and
from those around you.
The most important thing for business success is: In our business,
treating everyone with respect and providing consistent exemplary client
service has been the key to Benchmark Strategies' success.
You know you’re Irish if… Tough question.
In my forty years of life, I have been incredibly fortunate to see that Irish

Patrick Mills
Place of Birth: Monaghan, Ireland
Business: Structure Compliance Group LLC
State: New York
First Established: 2013
Your Position in Business: President
Website: www.structurecompliance.com
Total Employees: Ten
Where You Live: Manhasset, New York
First Job: Bricklayer
What it taught me: It taught me to appreciate beautiful brick work and
the craftsmanship in brick structures.
Family: Eileen (wife), Children: Emma (19), Abigail (16), Samuel (12)
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Never get complacent; always cast
your net in the water to see what opportunities present. Stay hungry!
The most important thing for business success is: I've always felt that
it's important to keep learning and growing. You may have a good job,
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Biography: Seamus McAteer heads up commercial activity at Otter.ai
which is building products and technologies to make important
information from voice conversations instantly accessible and
actionable. As an independent board member and advisor, he works with
a number of leading-edge companies in data analytics, mobile
technology, and AI. He brings a wealth of experience from his track
record as a repeat entrepreneur and successful operator.
Seamus was co-founder and CEO at Datasnap.io an analytics platform
that linked user physical world engagement to online behavior via microproximity technology. Datasnap.io was acquired by Neustar in Oct '16
where Seamus was VP New Ventures. Metaresolver a mobile ad platform
that Seamus founded and led as CEO was acquired by Millennial Media
where Seamus was SVP of Analytics and Insight. MMetrics, a company
Seamus co-founded and led as Chief Product Architect and board
member, delivered currency data used by companies in the mobile sector
and was acquired by Comscore.
Seamus graduated from Trinity College Dublin. He lives in San
Francisco with his wife Madeleine, son Thomas, and German shepherd
Cara.

means a focus on family, education, and faith.
But I believe a better answer is that being Irish can mean diversity.
Irish and Irish Americans represent an incredible spectrum of people
spanning faiths, cultures, professions, intellectual pursuits and origins.
Biography: Benchmark Strategies is a Boston-based public affairs firm
led by Patrick Bench. Patrick Bench is the Founder of Benchmark
Strategies. In this role, he provides public affairs and lobbying counsel to
clients in Massachusetts. Bench specializes in economic development
and procurement advisory services.
Prior to launching Benchmark Strategies Patrick served for five years
as a Vice President of Public Affairs at Rasky Baerlein Strategic
Communications.
Prior to Rasky Baerlein, Patrick served for five years in economic
development roles in the Romney and Patrick Administration primarily as
the Director of Business Development for the Massachusetts Office of
International Trade and Investment (MOITI). During Patrick's tenure at
MOITI he worked with more than 60 foreign companies to open their
North American Offices in Massachusetts and facilitated bilateral
economic partnerships with more than 50 countries.
Earlier in his career, Patrick held positions at John Kerry for President
as a National Advance Staffer, and at PriceWaterhouseCoopers as a
Mutual Funds Pricing Analyst.

but the only way to be truly successful is to take all of the learning
opportunities associated with that job so you can continue to grow and
advance in your career. I tell my kids, you may not be the smartest, but if
you work the hardest, you will be more successful than the smartest
person in your class.
You know you’re Irish if… Family and laugher are your primary focus in
life, and a good cup of tea is almost as good a pint of beer.
Biography: Patrick Mills has worked in the construction industry for over
30 years in top tier supervisory and managerial positions in general
concrete and masonry. Patrick constantly stays informed with new laws
and site safety regulations being implemented. He is a part of several
organizations such as Safety Executives of New York, where Patrick is
Board of Governors and he is a member of the World Safety Organization.
These organizations allow him to stay a step ahead in his teachings,
therefore, keeping his industry safe.
He began Structure Compliance in 2013 because he knew the
importance of site safety and being able to teach construction safety
classes can mean the difference between life and death.

