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Charlene Sloan 
Place of Birth: South Boston, MA
Business: The Sloan Agency 
State: MA.
First Established: 2017 
Your Position in Business: Owner 
Website: www.SloanAgencies.com and www.GoIrishTravel.com 
Total Employees: 6 
Where You Live: Cambridge, MA
First Job: Nursing Assistant 
What it taught me: Empathy and patience. It also taught me that life is
short and that you don't want to end it with regret of opportunities
missed and not working towards your dreams. 
Best advice anyone ever gave you: To never let setbacks be the end of
your story and to also remember that everyone you speak with, no matter
their position or power, is just another person with the same insecurities,

fears, hopes and dreams as everyone else. 
The most important thing for business success is: Perseverance. 
You know you’re Irish if… You carry Barry's Tea around with you in your
handbag... 
Biography: Charlene Sloan is a South Boston native and resident of
Cambridge, Ma. Her love of music led her to an early start in the music
business by helping a friend book and route a tour. From there, she
continued on in different roles until taking time off to raise her four
children. Once they were grown, Charlene took on the production of The
Amesbury Harvest Fair and Country Music Festival. This was a critical
success and took place over 3 days with major Grammy-winning country
artists and the Grand Ole' Opry on the bill. Shortly after, Charlene opened
the Sloan Agency, where she has a focus on Celtic and Irish Folk music
and most recently, Go Irish Travel where she takes small group cultural
and music tours to Ireland for an authentic and unique Irish experience.
She is both delighted and thankful for this honor.

Martina Curtin 
Place of Birth: Co. Clare, Ireland 
Business: CHC Home Care, INC (Private Nursing Agency) 
State: Mass 
First Established: 2009 
Your Position in Business: Founder and CEO 
Website: www.curtinhomecare.com 
Company Twitter Handle: @MartinaCurtin 
Total Employees: 50 
Where You Live: Back Bay, Boston 
First Job: Waitress at local Bed and Breakfast 
What it taught me: It thought me good time keeping and the importance
of working hard and been consistent. 
Family: Husband Craig Carlson and eleven 10 siblings 
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Be true to yourself. 
The most important thing for business success is: Don't be afraid of
failure. Show up everyday. Goals are achieved through hard work and
surround yourself with good people. 

You know you’re Irish if… When you pick up the Boston Globe and the
first section you read is the obituaries! 
Biography: Martina is originally from Co. Clare Ireland. She was raised
on a working farm and is the oldest of eleven children. 7 girls and four
boys. Now residing in Back Bay with her husband Craig Carlson. 
She is the Founder and CEO of CHC Home Care, INC - Boston's

premiere private home care agency. CHC is celebrating 10 years in
business. Martina is active in the Irish/American business community
and serves on the board of the Irish Cultural Center. She is a member of
Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce, Irish Network Boston and active
in New England. Martina and Craig support a range of Boston charities
including Cops for Kids with Cancer, Boston Healthcare for the Homeless,
The Irish Pastoral Center, Irish International Immigrant Center and giving
back to her primary school through The Irish American Partnership. An
avid outdoors person - she enjoys running along the Charles River
Esplanade and has completed 3 Boston Marathons. Martina is currently
working on her MBA.

Mary-Anne Connaughton 
Place of Birth: New York 
Business: Mary-Annes Irish Gift Shop 
State: New York 
First Established: 1991 
Your Position in Business: Owner 
Website: www.maryannesirishgiftshop.com 
Total Employees: 2 
Where You Live: Riverdale, NY 
First Job: Riverdale Steak House 
What it taught me: I grew up working in a family owned restaurant and
learned at very young age about customer experience and how it is vital
in 
Family: 3 children 
Best advice anyone ever gave you: I remember in the first few days that
I opened my business my friend said to me mind the pennies and the
pounds will watch themselves. I think for a small business this advise is
crucial to survival. 
The most important thing for business success is: Customer
relations.... creating a good and positive experience for your customer no
matter what type of business you have is the most important piece for
your success not to mention in my experience has been the most
rewarding part of what I do. 
You know you’re Irish if… your mother thinks everything is cured with
sudocream! I find myself doing the same with my kids! 
Biography: Mary-Anne's Irish Gift, established in 1991 by Mary-Anne

Connaughton, this is the only Irish Import Shop in New York City.
Riverdale is a beautiful residential neighborhood nestled on the

Hudson River only 11 miles north of Times Square, the perfect distance for
many to be able to enjoy the hustle and bustle of New York City with the
calm of a pretty suburb. It’s here in this neighborhood you will find Mary-
Anne’s Irish Gift Shop. Mary-Anne, a former Rose of Tralee, is going into
her 29th year of running the business this spring. As a destination store,
Mary-Anne has always felt that it was important to have a well-stocked
shop with a large selection of the finest ‘Irish Design’ to make it a
worthwhile journey from anywhere in the tri-state area. What also makes
this shop unique is not only the handmade Irish crafts but also that Mary-
Anne’s Gift Shop is attached to her parents’ traditional Irish Bar and
restaurant. You can step right into the bar and order one of NYC’s best
pints of creamy Guinness and delicious Irish coffee, making you feel like
you are in Ireland.
Mary-Anne spent her childhood in Ireland, and her love of the

landscape, its people, heritage, and craftsmanship took hold of her and
never left. After graduating from the Fashion Institute of Technology, she
knew exactly what she wanted to do: gather crafts from some of the
finest artisans the Emerald Isle has to offer and showcase them here in
NYC. She has always loved textiles, and this is plain to be see when you
walk inside and see bursts of color everywhere. When speaking to Mary-
Anne, you can see her eyes light up when she tells you about the different
weavers, knitters, and other Irish artists she represents. “Every piece has
a story, and I just love sharing them with my customers. I love being able
to give these extremely talented artisans a platform to be able to sell
their designs here in New York City.”

Michael Duffy
Place of Birth: Letterkenny Co. Donegal, Ireland 
Business: Celtic C Construction Inc, General Contracting 
State: MA 
First Established:1999 
Your Position in Business: Owner 
Website: http://www.celticcconstructionma.com 
Total Employees: 10 
Where You Live: Melrose, Massachusetts 
First Job: Laboring on a building site 
What it taught me: Resilience and worth ethic! 
Family: Wife Orlátha, Daughter Clódagh & Son Caolán 
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Life is short, make the most of every
day because you never know what tomorrow will bring. 
The most important thing for business success is: Give people what
they ask for and do not take short cuts. 
You know you’re Irish if… You still have to call home at least once a

week and talk about the weather. Yes, it still rains in Ireland after all these
years, some things never change 
Biography:Michael Duffy was born in the north west of Ireland in a small
village called Portsalon in Co. Donegal. He moved to the Boston area in
1997 and soon after set up Celtic C Construction Inc. (tribute to the Celtic
Cross)
Celtic C Construction Inc is a general contracting firm that specializes

in commercial and residential remodeling as well as new construction.
With over 30 years experience in the construction industry Michael
works closely with his crew and subcontractors to give all their clients
the highest quality of service.
Michael has been involved with raising funds for Children's Hospital

in Boston, St Mary’s school in Melrose, Diabetic research and
Ballaghderg Pre-School in Co. Donegal for children with special needs.
Michael is married to his wife Orlatha for the past 14 years and have

two children Clódagh and Caolán. In his spare time, he can be found on
the soccer field coaching Clódagh's team or at the driving range with
Caolán.


