
Anita Finnegan 
Place of Birth: 
Co Limerick, Ireland 
Business: Nova Leah 
State: MA 
Established: 2016 
Your Position in
Business: 
CEO/President 
Website:
www.novaleah.com 
Company Twitter Handle:
@NovaLeahLtd 
Total Employees: 6 
Where You Live: Boston /
Dundalk 
First Job: Tech

Documentation Team Leader for a forklift manufacturer 
What it taught me: I didn't have a degree when I started this
job, in fact, I didn't have any real qualifications. When I
started in this position, I quickly realized how I could make
up for this. I started night courses, finished my degree and
progressed very quickly to manager in the company.
Wherever I worked since, I strengthened my skills to suit my
responsibilities. 
Family: One daughter 
Best advice anyone ever gave you: A winner, is a loser that
just tried one more time.... :) This keeps me going 
The most important thing for business success is: For a
startup it's grit, sticking power and a vision. 
You know you’re Irish if: "...business is graaand" 

A
nita Finnegan is the President of Nova Leah, the first
provider of intelligent software solutions for addressing
cybersecurity risk management compliance

requirements for connected medical devices. She is an
internationally recognized expert in the field of medical
device cybersecurity risk management and is an active
member of a number of International Standards
Communities. Her PhD research focused on developing an
assurance framework to assist medical device
manufacturers demonstrate confidence in the security of
connect devices. Anita authored and was the international
project leader for two technical reports (IEC/TR 80001-2-8
and IEC/TR 80001-2-9) and is now the security lead for the
revision of ISO/IEC 80001-1. She represents NSAI as Ireland’s
medical device security expert at International Standards
meetings.

Edward Sullivan 
Place of Birth: Prospect
Park, PA 
Business: Trust Exchange 
State: PA 
First Established: 2011 
Your Position in
Business: CEO 
Website:
www.trustexchange.com 
Company Twitter Handle:
@b2btrust 
Total Employees: 7 
Where You Live:
Philadelphia, PA 
First Job: Paper route 
What it taught me: Get up

early, work hard and be nice to people. 
Family: 4 children and 2 grandchildren 
Best advice anyone ever gave you: While an intern during
college a senior executive told me to create more value than
you take. This applies in almost every area of life. 
The most important thing for business success is:
Persistence and opportunity. 
You know you’re Irish if: your last name is Sullivan and your
birthday is St. Patrick's day 

E
dward Sullivan is the CEO and Founder of Trust
Exchange. An accomplished executive with over 20
years of experience building and managing technology

driven companies, Ed is a serial entrepreneur and investor
having started 5 companies where he has raised over $70M
in private equity and created $700M in exits for investors and
shareholders. Also, Ed is the Founder and ex-CEO of Aria
Systems, an on-demand billing and customer management
platform and LaserLink.net, the world’s first and largest
Virtual Internet Service Provider. He has worked closely with
many large companies as either a customer or partner
including Apple, HP, IBM, Disney, DreamWorks, SONY, Cisco,
CSC, VMWare and EMC. He previously served as the
Chairman of the Board for Ayaan Hirsi Ali's AHA Foundation,
which works to end honor violence that shames, hurts or kills
thousands of women and girls in the US each year, and puts
millions more at risk.

Kathleen Brunner
Place of Birth: Philadelphia 
Business: Acumen Analytics, Inc
State: PA
Established: 2004
Your Position in Business:
President
Website: 
www.acumen-analytics.com
Total Employees: 14
Where You Live: Montgomery
County PA
First Job: The Sweater Mill
What it taught me: The value
of listening carefully to the
customer to hear what they
really need because many times

they do not know when you first speak with them.
Family: Husband George and three boys Vincent, Michael and Brian
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Chin up, smile and face
forward – no one ever won a race looking backwards
The most important thing for business success is: To have the
mind set that failure is not an option. To reduce or avoid that using
not only Creativity, Calm, Perseverance, problem-solving, analysis,
creative thinking, interpretation, evaluation, and reasoning) but
also a powerful set of attributes including open-mindedness,
flexibility, fair-mindedness, a willingness to reconsider, being
focused in inquiry, and a relentlessness, Perseverance and
persistence in achieving results.  
You know you’re Irish if: You secretly think getting a tan is healthy

F
ounder of Acumen Analytics, Inc a WBE certified technology,
performance management and business analytics consulting
firm. Combining unparalleled experience and comprehensive

capabilities across many industries and business functions, Acumen
Analytics collaborates with clients creating strategies & solutions to
meet the increasing demand from business decision makers to
produce faster- fact-based decisions and the actionable insights
necessary to drive business outcomes and achieve success.

Recognized as visionaries and industry leaders, our
consultants and strategic partners provide a wide range of services
including information management strategy, data management &
architecture, business intelligence & advanced analytics and
optimization. Our subject matter experts, industry insight,
technology and functional competence, coupled with innovation,
help clients analyze, integrate and act, with confidence - routinely.

Kathy is a team builder and a thought leader, able to develop
a strong rapport with clients and their in-house team to create
practical programs that work. Kathy's entrepreneurial background
began as a principal with Complete System Solutions, Inc – ranked
34th as one of The Wharton School and Philadelphia Business
Journal’s 100 fastest growing companies in 1994. Acumen received
a repeat nomination in 2012, along with other awards.

Dedicated to giving back Kathy holds or has held leadership
and advisory positions with a variety organization including; Saint
Joseph’s University Women’s Leadership Council, SJU Human
Capital Management & Business Intelligence Pearl S Buck
International Board.  Kathy is also a member of  Irish American
Business Chamber Network, The Union League of Philadelphia, Life
Sciences PA, Women in Bio, Women in Technology, The Data
Warehouse Institute, The Forum of Executive Women, Greater
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. Dean’s list graduate of St.
Joseph’s University in Philadelphia Kathy is a dedicated “Hawk” 

Damien Given 
Place of Birth: Beragh Co. Tyeone 
Business: Sona Pub and Kitchen 
State: PA
Established: 2017 
Your Position in Business: GM/Partner 
Website: www.Sonapub.com 
Company Twitter Handle: @Sonapubkitchen 
Total Employees: 32 
Where You Live: Prospect Park, PA
First Job: Shop worker 
What it taught me: How to be on time. To do what will get
you ahead.
Family: Kelly Ann Herbert-gf- parents and sister in Ireland 
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Never forget where
you came from, never forget those who have helped you
along the way and try to repay them by helping others on
your journey here - Jerry Phillips an Antrim man living in
Wildwood. 
The most important thing for business success is:
Dedication, passion and the willingness to everything you
ask others to do for you.
You know you’re Irish if: You don’t know who the head
coach of Notre Dame is.

C
ame to the states in 95 for a holiday after college,
worked some bad jobs at the Jersey Shore and in
Boston for a couple of years then moved to Philly.

Worked at Philly institutions the Bards, Fado and
Moriarty’s before moving to the Main Line and running
Kellys Tapeoom in Bryn Mawr before moving on to run
Kildares manayunk. A Tyrone GAA supporter in all areas of
the game happily making Philadelphia his home now for
20 years.
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Colm Grealy 
Place of Birth: Dublin 
Business: Adforce.com 
State: New York 
Established: 2009 
Your Position in
Business: CEO 
Website:
www.adforce.com
Total Employees: 10 
Where You Live: Dublin 
First Job: CEO - Ireland
On-Line 
What it taught me: Get
your company to the US
and build scale. 
Family: My wife Aislinn

sons Cian and Donal and my daughter Fiana 
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Always try to do business
in person. Build relationships. 
The most important thing for business success is: A thick
skin. Be prepared for rejection as well as success. 

C
olm has 25 years experience at the forefront of the Irish
digital industry. He was previously CEO of Ireland's first
Internet company, Ireland On-Line, as well as Online.ie

and Irishabroad.com, Dublin Daily and Adforce.com. The
company has recently signed exclusive deals to sell mobile
advertising across 1000s of news sites in four US states.

Brian Mc Garrity 
Place of Birth: County Tyrone, Ireland 
Business: Mid Ulster Construction Incorporated 
State: PA 
First Established: 2013 
Your Position in Business: President 
Website: www.midulsterpa2013.com
Total Employees: 15-20 
Where You Live: Havertown PA 
First Job: Pot washer in Glenavon Hotel, Cookstown 
What it taught me: Taught me responsibility. 
Family: Wife Laurie and 3 wonderful kids - Amy, Eoin and
Caolan. 
Best advice anyone ever gave you: Always have respect
for your elders. 
The most important thing for business success is:
Always be honest and trustworthy. 

M
id Ulster Construction was founded by Brian Mc
Garrity and Chris Flanagan in 2013. Mid Ulster
perform commercial carpentry work throughout

the tristate area. We carry out a lot of store and office fit
outs as well as a lot of exterior façade work, with the most
of our work taking place in the Philadelphia suburbs. We
are located in Upper Darby PA.


