
Erin Maccheroni 
Where you live: Pearl River, N.Y. 
Place of Birth: Elizabeth, N.J. 
Age: 35 
Family: Being a 2nd generation from
Tubbercury Sligo, my grandparents “Mary
and Frank” came to America in the early 20’s
with nothing except a dream for their
children and grandchildren to have a better
life in America. They were so proud to
become an American citizen and because of
my grandparent’s sacrifice and
determination, I can stand here today as
teacher of the Deaf and Hearing Impaired. 
My mother and father; Mary and Roger;

sister and brother; Colleen and Daniel. My
husband, Giro and my two children; Nicholas
and Frank. My nanny “Mary” and poppy
“Frank” would be so proud. 
First Job: Teacher of the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing 
What it taught me: My job, Teaching the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, has given my life
a whole new meaning. This job has taught
me what it means to be more than just a
teacher. I have learned True passion. Not
only have I become a teacher, but an

advocate (a voice) for my students and
families when they need one. A counselor
for my students when they just need
someone to listen. But the most important
thing I’ve learned from this job, and
something I always tell my students, is that:
“As Long as you tried your very best, then be
proud.”~ M.R.
Current Company and position: New York
City Department of Education - Teacher of
The Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Always ask questions and
always try your best 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  I’m left handed 
2.  I’m married to a Veteran who served for
the United States Army and fought in The
War on Terror. 
3.  My sister was and is my role model 
How do you celebrate your Irish
heritage?  Everyday I celebrate my Irish
Heritage. It’s who I am and where I come
from. I celebrate by looking at pictures of
my grandparents, I’ve named my youngest
son, Frank, after my grandfather from

Sligo. I make Irish soda bread with my kids
and talk about our heritage and culture.
We have also visited Tubbercury, Ireland
and spent time with our cousins there.
While visiting Tubbercurry Ireland, we
stood on what was left of my grandfather’s
Fleming Forge and also glanced upon “the
hill of the fairies” from my grandmother’s
front gate. 
These are the ways I try to share,

celebrate and remember my Irish heritage

G
raduating with her Master’s Degree in
Special Education of The Deaf and
Hard of Hearing (TOD) from Hunter

College. Soon after graduating, Erin was
hired to work for The New York City
Department of Education - Bureau of
Hearing Education Services in 2010. 
Her experience within the NYCDOE

includes; Teacher of the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing in a 12:1:1 Total Communication
(sign support) classroom on Staten Island
for several years. 
Currently, she is still teaching the same

population located on Staten Island, but as
an itinerant teacher.

Katie Coyle 
Where you live: Los Angeles 
Place of Birth: Northern Ireland 
Age: 31 
Status: Single 
Family: Parents in Northern Ireland - retired
public service; sister and family in-law in
New Zealand. Coyles - in music from Derry;
Laverys - GAA and apple orchards.
First Job: Nanoparticle Chemist, ETH Zurich 
What it taught me: I am an expert at being
me, therefore I should be myself at all times.
Never to underestimate myself but instead
to enjoy surprising myself. Actively think of
my life in 5 years’ time and know what
dreams I want to have fulfilled. 
Current Company and position: Randox
Health UK & USA, Business Director and
Principal Scientist.

Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Aim high - from day one and
don't stop. Life only limits you if you let it 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  Have suffered from the autoimmune
condition 'Coeliac' all my life and only found
out with Randox Health 3 years ago. 
2.  writes poetry in the dead of the night 
3.  can bend over backwards 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
Love of Irish poets and poetry. Exploring the
archives of the Irish American Society NYC
with Chris Cahill. Hiking the wild Atlantic
way and road trips to new towns and
villages on every visit home.  Sharing Irish
plays about Irish history with Americans and
LA book club. Cooking and baking Irish
dishes in America to share with friends. 

7
.5 years with Randox Laboratories.
With a Masters in Chemistry and Katie
is the principal scientist for Randox

Health; Specializing in commercialization of
high complexity products, medical
interfaces and streamlining service
offerings. 15 years sales experience, Katie
has led the direct to consumer launches of
'Randox Health UK' and has now relocated
to USA for the roll out of further Randox
wellbeing clinics including Randox Health
Los Angeles and leading a clinical research
site in Silicon Valley.
Passionate about bringing lifesaving and

game changing products to the public
(Katie loves to travel and experience

different cultures exploring countries
worldwide - especially by the ocean)

Siobhán Ní Chiobháin (Kavanagh) 
Where you live: Brooklyn, New York 
Place of Birth: Dingle, Co. Kerry 
Age: 36 
Status: Single 
Family: My Mom and Dad, Mary and Paud
Noel live in Dingle along with my brother
Pádraig. My sister Katie lives with me in New
York, sister Christine lives in Dublin with her
husband Stuart and their son Cian and my
sister Michelle lives in New Zealand. 
First Job: Herding Sheep for my Dad! 
What it taught me: To respect and value
your roots and where you came from. It is
the foundation on which everything is built. 
Current Company and position: Senior
Producer with Authentik Inc, a media and
innovation firm helping top brands stay
culturally and socially relevant. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: It sounds clichéd but Be Nice!
Everyone deserves to be treated with
kindness and respect. I don't believe that
you have to trample over anyone to get
ahead, and if you do, that's not the job or the
life that I want. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  I was a member of an all singing, all
dancing Drag Queen girl band and we
placed second in The Alternative Miss
Ireland Competition, A Miss Ireland pageant

for Drag Queens! Yes! Really! 
2.   I am obsessed with Father Ted and I
entered a Lovely Girls competition where I
baked a jumper into a giant scone and I won
Belfast Lovely Girl. 
3.  I also wrote my Thesis for my Degree on
Father Ted...and it was written in the Irish
Language. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? I
am from the West Kerry Gaeltacht and I am
passionate about the Irish Language and I am
so proud that I have found an Irish speaking
community here in New York that is growing
and evolving. I co-founded the group 'Gaeil
Nua-Eabhrac' to organize Irish Language
events and it is going from strength to
strength. Also, my latest short film that is
currently in pre-production 'Tethered', will be
filmed in Ireland this year and it is inspired by
Irish Mythology, the Irish Landscape and the
Irish Language. I really feel that this film
celebrates the beauty and culture of Ireland
and I cannot wait to share it. 

D
ingle born, native Irish Language
speaker, Siobhan Ní Chiobháin
(Kavanagh), wears an array of colorful

hats for various Media, Brand Building and
Non-for-Profit organizations. She's an award-
winning producer and has been based in
New York for the past 3 years. 
Siobhán spent 9 years based in Belfast

and during her time there, she produced and
directed TV, Radio and Digital programming
for BBC, TG4, RTE, UTV among others.
Siobhan has also produced award winning
short films and is currently in pre-production
with her newest short film ‘Tethered”, which
will be filmed in Ireland later this year. 
In New York, Siobhan works as a Senior

Producer and brand builder with Authentik
Inc. She has worked with various clients
including Pepsi, Seaworld,
Grandparents.com and The CityKids
Foundation. She is currently working with
Earth's Call, a global call to action to people
of all ages, faiths and cultures worldwide, to
move the world together on climate change
starting with an Earth’s Call concert and
global broadcast in May 2019.
Siobhan is an also an Irish Language

Teacher in New York with the Irish Arts
Center. She is also a co-founder of 'Gaeil
Nua Eabhrac', a group that organizes Irish
Language events throughout NYC -
including the popular 'Pop-up Gaeltacht’.
She is also a Board Member of the Cuala
Foundation, an organization that promotes
current and evolving cultural projects for
transformative social change. 
Siobhán has a degree in Media Arts from

the Dublin Institute of Technology and a
Postgraduate Cert in Digital Media
Communications from Ulster University.
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