
Aisling Kerr 
Where you live: Boston, MA 
Place of Birth: Boston, MA 
Age: 24 
Family: Parents, Martin and Breige Kerr (née
Gormley), are from County Tyrone and
immigrated to Boston in 1988. Oldest of their
three children, with a younger sister, Niamh
(20), and brother, Michael (16). 
First Job: Summer Camp Counselor at my
local Boys & Girls Club 
What it taught me: Responsibility,
patience, and communication skills. 
Current Company and position: Project
Manager with the Boston Planning &
Development Agency (BPDA), the City of
Boston's planning and economic
development agency. In a part time capacity
also serve as the Games Development
Administrator with the United States Gaelic
Athletic Association (USGAA) in the
Northeast GAA division, for the promotion,
growth, and development of Gaelic Games. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Be gracious, generous, and
kind. Listen and ask questions about things
you don't know. Take a genuine interest in
everyone you meet, and connect with them
by being well-rounded and well-read. 

How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
I love playing and coaching Gaelic football,
and of course supporting Tyrone. My
Sundays in the summer are spent at the Irish
Cultural Centre of New England for all the
GAA action in Boston.

I've also been fortunate to become
involved in Boston's sister city partnership
with Belfast, and recently attended the
Belfast Homecoming for several excellent
days of exchange with our local
development agencies and representatives,
businesses from across the U.S., Ireland,
and the U.K., and valuable relationship
building for the promotion of educational
exchange, cultural understanding, and
economic development.

I have always been very much immersed
in my Irish culture and it is a large part of
who I am and who my family is to this day.
As a first-generation American whose
parents grew up in Northern Ireland during
the height of The Troubles, the opportunity
to have a proactive role in the progress and
growth of both Northern Ireland (my
parents' home) and Boston (their adopted
home and my home) in my work with the
BPDA and through Boston and Belfast's
sister city partnership has been a
tremendous experience. 

I
n nearly two years as a Project Manager
with the Boston Planning & Development
Agency (BPDA), Aisling has managed

approximately two million square feet of
residential and commercial development
through the City of Boston's regulatory
approvals processes. Her work also includes
collaboration with Mayor Martin J. Walsh's
Department of Economic Development on
projects such as Boston's bid for Amazon's
HQ2 and attracting and retaining companies
in the life sciences, technology, and
financial sectors.

Prior to joining the BPDA, Aisling was a
Financial Analyst with a Boston-based
private lender specializing in commercial
financing for investors. She graduated from
Boston Latin School in 2012, before
matriculating to Bentley University in
Waltham, MA where she graduated cum
laude with a B.S. in Managerial Economics
with a Concentration in Law in 2016. She
spent a year of her undergraduate degree
studying at University College Dublin in
Dublin, Ireland. 

Aisling is actively involved in the Boston
Northeast Gaelic Athletic Association, the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester, and
several other community organizations in
her lifelong neighborhood of Dorchester.

Conor Twomey 
Where you live: Soho, New York 
Place of Birth: Cork boy true and true (via
London) 
Age: 33 
Status: Engaged 
Family: Parents - Eileen and Aongus (both
from Cork); brother - Robert Michael (now
living in Dublin); nieces - Emma-Jane, Molly
and Cara (Dublin); fiancée - Tríona (Carlow
native - now with Cork accent).
First Job: Golf Caddy in Waterville, Co.
Kerry 
What it taught me: Patience, hard work,
establishing trust and most importantly - to
always show up - leadership is about
consistency. 
Current Company and position: Managing
Director, First Derivatives North America 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Leave your ego at the door, roll
up your sleeves and get stuck in. If you're
not busy - let someone know. If you don't
understand something - ask for help. Finally,
remember that life is about balance - you
will be juggling various things like work,
health, family and friendship. Some juggling

balls are made of rubber (work) - others are
made of glass (health, family, friendship).
Never let the glass balls drop! 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  I didn't speak until I was 4 and now you
can't shut me up 
2.  I only wear white shirts to work and have
12 copies of the same brand and size in my
closet 
3.  I'm a running nut and recently ran my first
marathon in New York (2:59:08) raising funds
for my friend and inspiration Orla Tinsley 
(https://ie.gofundme.com/orlatinsley2017) 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
First Friday Breakfast in the Irish Consulate
in Midtown, a cup of Barry's Tea from Stella
and Fly in the Upper East Side, sausages
from the Butcher's Block in Queens and
supporting the occasional Manhattan Gaels
Football match in Gaelic Park up in the
Bronx.

C
onor Twomey is the Managing Director
of First Derivatives North America. The
First Derivatives Group employees

over 750 staff across 12 cities in the US,

Canada and Mexico. Its biggest location is
New York City with over 300 employees
where Conor is based.

Starting as a software engineer, Conor
has worked in a number of locations and
roles for First Derivatives around the world
(London, Tokyo and Newry Co. Down) during
his nine years with the company specializing
in building bespoke trading and risk
systems. He has a Bsc. in Financial,
Mathematical and Actuarial Sciences from
University College Cork and a Msc. in
Computational Finance from the University
of Limerick where he graduated top of his
class. 

Conor led the creation of First Derivatives'
Data Science Graduate Stream and North
American Graduate Program, was
shortlisted by GradIreland as Graduate of
the Year in Ireland 2010, was listed on the
Sunday Independent’s "30-under-30 Who
Will Shape the Future of Ireland" in 2016,
represented Ireland at the World Economic
Forum for under 30s and is an alumnus of
the Future Leaders Board of the IIBN in New
York. He also has a paper published in the
Journal of Physics.

Chris Coulombe 
Where you live: Santa Rosa 
Place of Birth: Santa Rosa 
Age: 37 
Status: Single 
Family: Parents, sister, brother, two
nephews, and two nieces. All live in the San
Francisco Bay Area. 
First Job: Bus Washer at Airport Express 
What it taught me: Team cohesion and a
good work plan make for light work. 
Current Company and position: Chris is the
CEO of Pacific Expeditors, Inc. or PacEx, an
award-winning, fully licensed, Veteran
owned and operated company that provides
world-class wholesale third-party cannabis
distribution, logistics, sales, and consulting
services in California. PacEx serves the
newly regulated cannabis market both the
medicinal and recreational market and is
positioned to distribute 20% of all legal
cannabis products in California by 2020. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Fully understand the
regulations of the industry before setting
out. The complexities of maneuvering a
business in this regulatory space can make
for an expensive endeavor. Consultants' fees
and fines for infractions can take down even
the most well-run organization. The
regulatory structure will also weigh heavily

on your business plan. Know the regulatory
environment in which you plan to operate
and use it to your advantage. Otherwise, you
are operating blind. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  I have served in three branches of the
military. 
2.   I am an Eagle Scout. 
3.   I run a cannabis distribution company. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
My family has an old tradition of celebrating
St Paddy's day by making Irish Soda Bread
with the traditional charms inside that
represent various forms of good fortune that
the recipient would receive. 

C
hris Coulombe is the CEO of Pacific
Expeditors, a state-wide cannabis
distribution company that specializes

in logistics and fulfillment operations as
well as government relations and business
consulting. He has over 16-years of
operational planning experience and is
responsible for developing and leading one
of the largest cannabis distribution
operations in the state of California.

Chris works closely with regulators and
lawmakers on cannabis distribution in the
State of California. He has met with
California legislators, the Governor's office,

and the CHP leadership in an effort to
improve and better understand the
regulatory environment for cannabis
distributors. 

He is also a founding member of the
Cannabis Distribution Association, an
industry trade group of over 30 distribution
companies in the US dedicated to providing
education and a voice to decision makers on
behalf of distributors nationally. 

Before entering the cannabis space, Chris
served in the military for 16-years and has
led teams of four to organizations over two
hundred. He has been hand-picked to lead
specialized teams and institutional
development schools. As well, he has
planned for and facilitated the support of
operations for organizations of over 1,100
members.

Chris holds a B.A. in Politics from the
University of San Francisco and an M.A. in
Corporate Diplomacy from the oldest private
military university in the US, Norwich
University.

He also served in his former Boy Scout
Council as the Council President of 1000
Scouting youth and 2000 adult volunteers; if
Chris has a cause it is building the future
through our decisions and actions and
preparing our youth to be ready to make
their future better than we could for them.
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