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Margaret "Maggie" Hart 
Where you live: Washington, DC 
Place of Birth: Scranton, PA 
Age: 34 
Status: Married 
Family: My family consists of myself, my
husband, Paul Hart, and my son, William
"Liam" Hart. 
First Job: Associate at Lewis Johs Avallone
Aviles 
What it taught me: Working at Lewis Johs
was my first job as an attorney. At Lewis
Johs, I was very lucky to have two smart,
strong, funny role models in my Managing
Attorney and Senior Associate. They taught
me not only how to litigate a case
intelligently and with empathy, but also how
to always remain professional while
balancing work and family life. They were
fierce advocates for their clients and I have
tried to emulate their compassion for clients
and passion for the law. 

Current Company and position: Counsel at
Washington Lawyers Committee for Civil
Rights and Urban Affairs. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Find a mentor who actually
wants to teach you things. Always provide
help to other professionals, even if it is just
an informational phone call. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  I'm 100% Irish American 
2.  I'm the fifth Margaret in a direct line in
my family. 
3.  I'm the first female lawyer in my family-
and we have a lot of lawyers! 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
I celebrate my Irish heritage by continuing to
spend all holidays with my large family in
Scranton. Multiple generations get together
throughout the year to celebrate
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter and we
always remember where we come from and
the hard work of the generations before us

that allows us to have what we have today. I
also spent a year studying at Trinity College
Dublin to get to know Ireland better and
even went there on my honeymoon. 

M
aggie is a civil rights attorney in
Washington, DC focusing on the
rights of individual with disabilities.

She currently works as Counsel at The
Washington Lawyers Committee for Civil
Rights and Urban Affairs ("WLC"). Prior to
joining WLC, she practiced vocational
rehabilitation and special education law in
Washington, DC and New York City where
she represented individuals with disabilities
in a full array of claims arising under the
IDEA and WIOA. Maggie has spoken at
Georgetown Law School, the National
Disability Rights Network’s Annual
Conference, and throughout DC and New
York regarding WIOA and the IDEA. She is a
graduate of Fordham University and Temple
University, Beasley School of Law.

Shelley Ann Quilty-Lake 
Where you live: Harlem, NYC 
Place of Birth: Wexford, Ireland 
Age: 40 (just turned 40 recently) 
Status: Married 
Family: My wife is Deenita Quilty-Lake. My
mother is Eleanor Quilty (Wexford) and my
father is Bob Quilty (Limerick). I was born
and raised in Wexford. I have 3 brothers,
Jason, Gordon and Rob, and 1 sister, Melissa,
as well as 2 sisters-in-law, a brother-in-law, 2
nieces and a nephew. 
First Job: A groom (of show ponies) at 14
years of age 
What it taught me: To put one's head down
and work hard. That it was important to take
my job seriously as it impacted upon others.
By exerting my energies to make the show
ponies look good, it meant that everyone
else on the team did well, or felt that they
would do so by virtue of my hard work. It
taught me about team work and how each of
us had a role to play. It also taught me that
what I did influenced how others did and
fared. 
Current Company and position: Meenan &
Associates, LLC (partner) 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: To be open to all opportunities
that present themselves to you. To embrace
each opportunity, learn from it, and to work
hard and give it your all. The best approach
is to be humble, roll up your sleeves and to
indicate that you are willing to work hard and
to present a good attitude in that regard.
When starting out, please be sure to be
persistent and knock on as many doors as
possible, to seek out opportunities. Be
positive and don't give up! Also, do not be
shy about getting out there and stating what
skills you have to offer and provide. 

Indicate to your prospective employer(s),
or if you're an entrepreneur to your potential
funders that you have a great work ethic and

that you are prepared to work hard and do
what it takes for the company/organization/
enterprise to succeed. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  I played on the U-21 Irish Women's Hockey
team (field hockey) 
2.  I have a headful of info about films (I love
the cinema and all things film-related) 
3.  I am a massive fan of all thing’s rugby! I
am an avid supporter of the Munster and
Irish Rugby teams. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
I do so by being involved in organizations
like the Irish Business Organization of New
York (IBO). I am currently the First VP on the
Executive Board of the IBO. I am also
involved in the Irish American Bar
Association of New York (IABANY) as a
Board member. Especially through the IBO, I
try and support other great community
organizations that are connected with my
Irish heritage. I also celebrate my Irish
heritage in smaller ways, and on a daily
basis, as my accent is noticed by many, and
always (thankfully) elicits a positive
response and people tend to ask me if I'm
from Ireland and want to talk about my Irish
heritage - whether I'm at Court or speaking
with counsel over the phone. 

A
s an attorney, Shelley Ann’s core values
center on being responsive to the
needs of her clients, advocating

tenaciously for their best interests, and
attention to detail. Over the course of her
legal career, Shelley Ann has developed
considerable litigation experience,
leveraging her persistence when
representing employees successfully with
respect to addressing their work place issues
and disputes.

Shelley Ann represents professionals in
arbitration proceedings before The Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc. (“FINRA”),

who have been unfairly denied bonus and
other compensation, or have been wrongfully
terminated from their employment. The
depth of Shelley Ann’s experience in
employment law is also an invaluable asset
when she assists executives, and other
professionals, with negotiating their
employment agreements, compensation
packages, as well as severance agreements.

In addition, Shelley Ann provides
guidance to small business owners, and
individuals seeking to form their own
enterprises, with navigating the myriad of
issues regarding their business needs and
concerns. She assists her clients regarding
business structures and formation, including
on such matters as bylaws, partnership
agreements, operating agreements, and
shareholder agreements, and other aspects
of business formation and expansion. 

Shelley Ann is a seasoned litigator in
estate matters and represents individuals,
including fiduciaries, heirs and beneficiaries,
in probate and other estate matters in the
Surrogate’s Courts across New York City. She
is certified under Part 36 of the Rules of the
Chief Judge to serve as guardian, guardian
ad litem, court evaluator and attorney for an
Alleged Incapacitated Person. Shelley Ann is
often appointed by the Courts to represent
parties in an array of estate matters,
including probate, administration and
accounting proceedings. As a result, Shelley
Ann is well-versed in these complex and
nuanced areas of the law. Shelley Ann also
guides her clients regarding their estate
planning needs, preparing wills and trusts
that are tailored to their wishes and
accomplish their objectives. 

Shelley Ann is proud to serve as the First
Vice President of the Irish Business
Organization of New York (“IBO”), and
Chairperson of the IBO Women’s Networking
Lunch Committee.
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Patrick Corcoran 
Where you live: Chicago 
Place of Birth: Chicago 
Age: 29 
Status: Single 
Family: Corcoran, Ward. 
First Job: R.J. O'Brien & Associates. 
What it taught me: Half the battle is creating
a positive mind set. 
Current Company and position: Self-
employed/CEO - Haight Brand. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Little things done well = big
things well done. 
Three things people would be surprised to

know about me”
1.   I am a college drop out. 
2.   I collect couches. 
3.   Grandmother was baptized at Knock. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
By honoring and cherishing my parents &
siblings. Through thick and thin, we are a
strong Irish family who will always be there for
each other. 

M
anager by profession and friend by
nature, Pat Corcoran has made his
name by employing his personality

professionally. Caring, driven, and fiercely
intelligent, Corcoran has decisively slammed

his flag into the entertainment industry with
connections spanning across every major
space and brand. After sharpening his
methodology through Chance The Rapper’s
meteoric rise, Corcoran teamed up with his
closest friends to found Haight Brand: an
artist-first talent management and events
company dedicated to spreading authenticity
and love. He continues to set himself apart in
every industry he revolutionizes with his
authentic, caring, and passionate approach.
Making his mark first in music, and growing
through film and events, the wine takeover is
underway.


