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Reilly O'Connor 
Where you live: Washington, DC 
Place of Birth: Illinois 
Age: 37 
Status: Married 
Family: wife - Emily O'Connor; daughter -
Grace (4); son - McCormick (2).
First Job: Trimming Christmas trees at local
nursery 
What it taught me: Working in the tree
fields instilled a strong sense of
perseverance and the desire to always find
something interesting no matter how menial
the work task. 
Current Company and position: I serve as
the founding principal of a boutique
government relations firm - the Lincoln Park
Group. Our firm provides creative and
specialized client solutions for policy and
political challenges in Washington. 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Borrowing two adages from
the great Bobby Kennedy:  "Do your
homework. Don't let there be anything in
your department that you don't know." "Cut
the shit, just do it." 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:

1.  I co-wrote an article on religious
fundamentalism that was published in 2004. 
2.  I am the same height as I was in 8th
grade 
3.  One of my most prized possessions is a
1989 Jerome Walton rookie baseball card
received as a first communion gift. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
We pass Irish culture and traditions to our
children. We regularly read them stories of
the Irish legends and listen/dance to
traditional music so our kids can appreciate
the cultural richness from where their fore-
bearers came and how that has shaped their
family. 

R
eilly O’Connor is the founding principal
of the Lincoln Park Group.  Prior to
establishing the Lincoln Park Group,

Reilly was the Head of Federal Affairs and
Policy for the Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of
America (WSWA). Reilly served as the
association's top strategist and advocate
before Congress and the federal
government. He spent a decade lobbying on
behalf of American family-owned wine and
spirits distributors. Reilly lobbied both
political parties, both Congressional
chambers and Democrat and Republican

Administrations during his WSWA tenure. 
Before joining WSWA, Reilly was the

Director of Government Affairs for the
Generic Pharmaceutical Association - now
known as the Association for Accessible
Medicine - where he worked on Medicaid
reimbursement issues, patent reform and
drug importation legislation. 

Reilly is well versed in many areas of
public policy. He successfully passed into
law provisions in the SUPPORT for Patients
and Communities Act (PL 115-271), Fixing
America's Surface Transportation Act (PL
114-94), Food Safety Modernization Act (PL
111-353) and secured statutory and report
language in many Appropriations bills.
Additionally, he has spent more than a
decade working closely with the
Congressional tax writing committees.

Reilly worked on many political
campaigns and in the offices of Senators
Richard J. Durbin (D-Ill.) and Tom Harkin (D-
Iowa) before settling in Washington.

Reilly is active in numerous Irish-
American activities including the Belfast-
Beltway Boxing Project and the American
Ireland Fund. He is a 2004 magna cum
laude graduate of Lake Forest College. Reilly
and his family reside in Washington, DC.

Robert Hourihan 
Where you live: Hoboken NJ 
Place of Birth: Cork 
Age: 32 
Family: Dad, Michael, has worked as an
accountant at Barrys Tea for 30 years; Mum,
Denise, is a Librarian in Cork - Recently
graduated from UCD in 2018, sister;
Michelle, is an accountant in NYC and lives
in Hoboken also; brothers, Ronan & Tiernan,
are both living and working in Cork and plan
to open a dance school in 2019. 
First Job: Barrys Tea - Factory operative 
What it taught me: The amount of work that
goes in behind the scenes in order to get an
iconic brand on the shelf. 
Current Company and position: Director at
R&K Imports & Distributions:
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Surround yourself with
positive people and there is no limit to what
you can achieve. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  Attended college on a soccer scholarship. 

2.  Adopted a puppy from a shelter - Named
him Bran after Fionn Mac Cumhaill's famous
dog. He was adopted with the
understanding that he was a German
Shepherd so would grow into a dog fitting of
the title - It turns out he was not a German
Shepherd and more of a large Jack Russel
so the name has become a little ironic. 
3.  My first trip to NY was to Montauk as a J1
student for a Summer in 2007. Have loved it
ever since. 

R
ob grew up in Glanmire, just outside
Cork City, where he attended
Riverstown National School, then

Christian Brothers College (“CBC”). Rob
always had a passion for soccer - joining the
first Riverstown F.C. team at the age of 10,
and going on to help set up the first soccer
team in CBC - a traditional rugby school.
After graduating from CBC, Rob went on to
University College Cork, where he studied
Food Business (now Food Marketing and
Entrepreneurship). 

This was where Rob began his career in
the food & beverage industry securing a six-

month internship with Irish Distillers -
working on the Jameson Brand. After
completing the internship program, Rob
continued working with Irish Distillers in a
merchandising capacity.

In 2010, Rob moved to New York on a 12-
month J1 graduate visa, and worked for a
small wine distributor in Manhattan. After
the 12-month program, Rob returned to
Ireland, but was eager to get back to New
York. This opportunity presented itself in the
form of Laurent Miquel, a winery based out
of the south of France. They asked Rob to
come on board and run their US operations.
Before moving back to the States, Rob spent
six weeks working on the harvest in the
south of France, tasting and learning
everything he could about wine (not the
worst induction period).

Rob spent three years with Laurent
Miquel, working in over 30 states, before
setting up R&K Imports & Distributions
(“R&K”) US operations in 2016. R&K
specialize in importing small batch wines
and spirits from across the world to several
states throughout the US.

Sean Dennihy-Bailey 
Where you live: New York, NY 
Place of Birth: Brooklyn 
Age: 32 
Status: Married 
Family: wife – Dominique, mother - Sharon
brothers: Joe and Edward, sisters: Catherine
and Jennifer. 
First Job: Contractor's Assistant 
What it taught me: The importance of an
honest day’s work. 
Current Company and position: NYC
Department of Small Business Services-
Program Manager 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Be honest with yourself as to
what you can take on, but don't be afraid to
take on new challenges. Just maintain clear
communication with your team and never
stop pushing yourself. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  I love gardening 
2.  I am a bit of a handy man 
3.  I have dyslexia 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
Since I was a kid I listen to traditional Irish
folk music on Sunday mornings. My family
history is deeply important to me, the

grandson of immigrants I try to embody
their passion and drive every day. 

S
ean Dennihy-Bailey was born and
raised in Park Slope, Brooklyn to
Sharon and Joseph Dennihy-Bailey,

both lifetime public servants for the City of
New York. Sean carries on their mission of
service as a Program Manager for New York
CIty’s Department of Small Business
Services (SBS), where he oversees the
development and implementation of
programs created to foster the advancement
of small businesses in low to moderate
income neighborhoods of the city. Sean not
only manages the funding to help these
groups grow, but provides mentorship
programs and individual guidance that
equip businesses with the skills necessary
for long term, sustainable success. 

Sean is dedicated to service both in his
city and to his country. Prior to joining SBS
Sean was a Sergeant/Team Chief in the
United States Army. He served a tour in
Afghanistan, during which he oversaw the
operation of entire satellite network in the
west of the province. The details of his work
remains classified. Sean’s received many
awards recognizing his work in the military,

specifically the Army Achievement Medal,
awarded only to high performing soldiers.
After completing a tour of duty, Sean
returned to New York so he could continue
working with the New York State National
Guard, developing and training young
soldiers. 

When Sean finished his term of service
with the Army National Guard he returned to
college. Sean earned his Bachelor of
Science degree in Urban Planning at the City
University of New York (CUNY), graduating
Magna Cum Laude in 2016. Sean is excited
by the work and challenges taken on by this
field, specifically designing sustainable
solutions for urban spaces in the 21st
century. Sean’s perspective of this discourse
extends beyond the concepts of Green
Energy, Efficiency, and Zero Waste solutions.
He approaches the conversation in a way
that asks us to reimagine the urban
environment sustainable in how it is
inclusive and accessible for all. Sean is
currently collaborating with the Mayor's
Office for Persons with Disabilities and
Microsoft to develop strategies for
integrating a more inclusive design and
federal compliance in small businesses
within New York City.
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