
John Quinn 
Where you live: Upper West Side 
Place of Birth: Dublin 
Age: 31 
Status: Married 
Family: Married to Andrea Ayala Cardenas,
own a greyhound named Virgilio 
First Job: Stacking shelves in Dunnes
Stores in the Square Tallaght 
What it taught me: I learned that in terms of
enjoying work day to day, the environment is
more important than the work itself. Many of
the people I met working there are still some
of my best friends and favorite people, and
to this day I consider that one of the most
fun jobs I ever had (even if on paper, it was
a slog). That job thought me what a
difference working with people you enjoy
being around makes. I've never found that
'work life balance' is a big challenge and I
put it down to learning early the importance
of making genuine, meaningful friendships
at work. 
Current Company and position: Strategic
Program Manager, Mastercard. 

Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Study engineering and then
work at something else. The methodical
thought process you'll learn will really stand
out in other fields, and an understanding of
technology is becoming vital to future job
security in every industry. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  I won a few all Ireland medals rowing as
a Junior. 
2.  I never had any intentions of moving out
of Ireland until it happened. 
3.  I attended Irish speaking schools from
'naíonáin bheaga' all the way up to 'na
hArdteist' 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
I'm very lucky to have an extremely diverse
group of friends from all over the world here
in New York, I like to expose them to as
much Irish food as I can (to prove our
cuisine is not terrible and comprises of more
than the humble spud). I also like to
celebrate our customary holidays both
official and unofficial with as many people

as possible (even if it means they all hated
me the day after we completed a
monumental 12 pubs of Christmas this year).
Finally, I like to go in search of the holy grail
that is the best pint of the Black Shtuff in
New York, shout out to 'Le Chéile' in
Washington Heights, the current no. 1
contender. 

J
ohn is originally from Dublin in Ireland.
He holds a Bachelors of Engineering
from Tallaght Institute of Technology

and an MBA from Cornell Tech.
For the last 5 years, John has worked for

Mastercard where, in 2017, he was one of
five 'Innovation Scholars' chosen by
Mastercard to travel to New York to attend
Cornell Tech to pursue a masters degree.
Following successful completion of this
John remained in New York, working for
Mastercard in their NYC Tech Hub.
Outside of his professional life John

enjoys sports including climbing and
boxing, the outdoors in all weather, and
travelling with his wife.
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Lee Patterson 
Where you live: Lewiston, NY 
Place of Birth: Lewiston, NY 
Age: 38 
Status: Married 
Family: wife - Camille and daughter - Hailey 
First Job: Family Vineyard 
What it taught me: The importance of hard
work and dedication. What you sow is what
you reap. We all come from different walks
of life with different paths. What might work
for you may not work for me, but that is OK,
because we all have our own story 
Current Company and position: Wakist
Technologies, Owner 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Whether you think you can do
something or you think you can't do
something, either way you are correct (Ford)
Just make the decision. You are an amazing
person with amazing capabilities, don't
short the world a chance to bask in your
brilliance. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  Love for French and New Orleans Jazz Music 
2.  Former Opera Singer, almost attended
Julliard school of music 
3.  Never been west of the Mississippi 

How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
Being a member of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians has enabled me to fully embrace
my Irish Heritage. Fostering and sustaining
loyalty to country and community and
making it better place. The food...LOVE THE
FOOD!!! Ceol na nGael (Music of the Irish),
dancing, and "craic". Marching proudly in St
Patrick’s Day Parades especially the parade in
Buffalo, NY. Love of family, our roots and
traditions, of course the humor that comes
from my "Irish side". Lastly Faith, The Irish
survived and preserved their culture and
heritage through Faith and in that faith were
given tools to that make us who we are today. 

L
ee Patterson is the founder and owner
of Wakist Technologies an Information
Technology company serving Western

New York and surrounding area for over 20
years. Wakist Technologies offers a wide
range of services from Computer Sales and
Service, to Network Design, VOIP and
Internet sales, and Web Design and Hosting.
Prior to Wakist Technologies, Lee was IT

Manager for Hutchins Automotive, a
automobile supply company with 29 stores
in New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio.
Lee is married to Camille his wife of 7

years. They have a daughter Hailey who is
an inspiring ballerina. They enjoy traveling
to ballet competitions, family vacations, and
spending time with their family. They also
have 3 dogs Ka:ryu, Nikki, and Grizzly Bear
Lee is a current member of the Ancient

Order of Hibernians, James Browne Division
1 Niagara Falls, NY where he currently
serves as the Vice President. Lee also serves
as Vice President of Niagara County. In 2017
he was appointed to the National Marketing,
Advertising and Promotion committee by
National Vice President Daniel O’Connell. In
2018 he was awarded Hibernian of the Year
by his division in Niagara Falls. 
Mr. Patterson also serves as current

board member and Secretary for the Board
of Associates of Mt. St. Mary’s Hospital in
Lewiston, NY.
Lee’s past associations include: I.T.

consultant for the Tuscarora Indian Nation,
I.T. consultant for Town of Niagara Business
and Professional Association, Former
member and Board member of Buffalo
Philharmonic Chorus, former volunteer fire
fighter of Lewiston #2, former Board
Member of Western New York Society for
Information Professionals, and Volunteer at
Heart, Love, and Soul food pantry. 

John Patrick Walsh 
Where you live: Washington, D.C. 
Place of Birth: Colts Neck, New Jersey 
Age: 33 
Status: Married 
Family: Jillian – Wife, John Bradley – Son.
First Job: Seasonal Janitor 
What it taught me: Humility. My father
always told me, "You're not better than any
job." Even in cleaning clogged toilets,
waxing floors, or stacking pallets of paper,
there was honor and reward to be found in
hard work for fair pay. 
Current Company and position: Director of
Federal Affairs, State of Florida
Office of Governor Rick Scott 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Stay humble and take any
chance to pitch in, learn while making
yourself invaluable. Don't be afraid to offer
your opinion, but seek to listen more than
you talk. Finally, be kind and gracious to
those around you. As my father once told
me, "On the ladder of success, be kind to
people you pass over. If you should fall, it's
only those before you who can offer a saving
hand." 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  In high school I was Co-President of our
poetry club and had material spoken word

material submitted to Def Poetry Jam. 
2.  I originally chose to attend Catholic
University as I was discerning a vocation but
couldn't shake a love of politics and
government. 
3.  My wife and I are Disney World fanatics,
often serving as vacation planners for
friends and family. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
When I finally got serious about my Irish
heritage, and wanted to experience more, I
joined the AOH. In my brother Hibernians, I
found others devoted to the promotion and
preservation of Irish history, culture, and
music. I especially enjoy our St. Patrick's
Day celebrations where I get to fulfill the role
of the Seanchaí, sharing Irish tales and
legend with all ages (including my young
son). 

J
ohn Patrick Walsh (33), Washington,
D.C., Director of Federal Affairs, Office
of Governor Rick Scott (FL). Originally

from New Jersey (Colts Neck), John Patrick
Walsh currently lives in the Washington D.C.
area, serving as Director of Federal Affairs
for the State of Florida. Raised in a proud
Irish Catholic family with roots in Counties
Mayo and Sligo, it was at Catholic University
that he began studying Ireland’s culture and
history. Eager to learn more about his

ancestry, John Patrick joined the Ancient
Order of Hibernians and helped found the
Sons of Aidan Division.
At age 29, John Patrick was elected State

President of the District of Columbia State
Board, the youngest State President in
recent AOH history, after serving stints as a
Division President and State Vice President.
In 2016, he was appointed as the National
Pro-Life Chairman by AOH National
President James McKay, a position through
which he promotes better understanding of
Catholic teaching and the protection of life
in all stages and situations.
Working and living in Washington D.C.

provides a unique opportunity to those
interested in Irish Affairs. Whether the issue
be immigration reform or honoring Irish
American heroes such as Commodore John
Barry, President Walsh and the DC AOH have
worked in partnership with the Irish
Embassy and other Irish American
organization to promote issues important to
those on both sides of the Atlantic. Currently
he and fellow DC Hibernians are working to
have Congress rename a local park after
Irish patriot Robert Emmet, fighting for full
implementation of the Good Friday
Agreement, and gathering widespread
support for acceptance of the McGuiness
Principles.
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