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Jennifer Powell 
Where you live: Brooklyn, NY 
Place of Birth: Dublin, Ireland 
Age: 38 
Status: Married 
Family: Husband: Stephen Murphy;
children: Ronan Powell Murphy (4 years);
Zoe Powell Murphy (8 months); parents: Prof
Frank Powell & Maria Powell; 
Siblings: Dr Conor Powell.
First Job: Waitress 
What it taught me: To work fast, to work
hard and to be polite and respectful to those
around you - no matter what. 
Current Company and position: Scholastic
Inc; Director of Rights & Coeditions 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: If you want a promotion, you
not only have to do your own job, you also

have to do the job you want to get. 
Something people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  Hardly anything, I’m an open book! 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
My husband and I are both Irish, and we try
bring our kids to Ireland as much as
possible. Our son is particularly captivated
by Irish myths and legends. Professionally, I
get Children’s books translated globally, and
I always make a special effort to get books
translated” as gaeilge”. 

J
ennifer Powell was born in Dublin,
Ireland. She was educated at Alexandra
College, and then Trinity College where

she studied English Literature and Classics.
She briefly worked in STEM publishing in
Oxford, England and then studied for her

Masters in Publishing at Simon Fraser
University in Vancouver, Canada. Jennifer
then returned to London to work for Simon
and Schuster UK as part of their Children’s
Rights team, and later moved to Macmillan
Children’s Books also in the same field. In
2014, she and her husband, Stephen
Murphy, moved to New York whilst she was
pregnant with their first child, Ronan. She
quickly returned to work, first as Associate
Director of Rights at Scholastic, then Vice
President of Sales at Igloo Books and now as
Director of Rights and Co-editions at
Scholastic Inc. In this leading role, she
manages a multimillion-dollar budget and a
team of 8. Jennifer and Stephen welcomed
their daughter Zoe to the family in May 2018.
She and her young family live in Cobble Hill,
Brooklyn.

Erin Tacopina 
Where you live: Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 
Place of Birth: Brooklyn, NY 
Age: 25 
Family: I am Irish on my mother's side, the
McVeigh's, and Sicilian on my father's side.
I have two sisters and one brother. My
grandfather served the community of Breezy
Point for decades as the local doctor. 
First Job: Babysitter 
What it taught me: Patience and
responsibility. 
Current Company and position: I'm
currently a Senior Accountant in the
Financial Services Business Unit at Baker
Tilly. Baker Tilly is a nationally
recognized, full-service accounting and
advisory firm. 

Best advice you could give someone
starting out: Time management is key.
Learning how to effectively manage your
time and workload will allow you to deliver
on-time, quality work, and that will really
resonate with those in charge. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  I was born in a car. 
2.  I played rugby in college. 
3.  I attended a presidential inauguration in
person. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage?
Aside from my involvement in the Great Irish
Fair, an annual celebration of Irish-American
heritage in Brooklyn, I have traveled to
Ireland and explored much of it's beautiful
"Wild Atlantic Way". 

E
rin was born in Brooklyn and raised in
the "Irish Riviera", Breezy Point. After
graduating magna cum laude from

Catholic University in Washington D.C.,
Erin began work as an accountant at
accounting firm Baker Tilly Virchow
Krause, LLP. In just three short years, Erin
has been promoted to Senior Accountant,
and aids in the successful completion of
audits for some of Baker Tilly's largest
clients. 

In addition to Erin's career, she volunteers
her time serving on the junior board of
directors for HeartShare St. Vincent, which
seeks to empower local children, individuals
and families to overcome the challenges of
family crises, addiction, mental illness and
poverty.

Heather Schweizer 
Where you live: Summerfield, FL 
Place of Birth: Englewood, NJ 
Age: 36 
Status: married 
Family: Married to my beautiful wife, Alexis,
and mother to our 3-month-old son, James
Robert. We have three dogs who we consider
our other children!

Both sides of my family are Irish American.
My mother is one of five and my father one of
ten. My maternal grandfather, Michael Patrick
Barton, is from Tralee in Co. Kerry and tries to
make his way home at least once a year. He
has taken each of his grandchildren back to
his and my grandmother's (Rose [Frain]
Barton) hometowns. My grandmother was
from Roscommon and she loved returning
home to see her family. Sadly, grandma
passed away a few years ago after a battle
with advanced dementia. Though I am an only
child, my extended family is very large (I have
29 first cousins!). Still, somehow, we stay
incredibly close. Everyone is proud of our
Irish American heritage! 
First Job: Waiter at a local diner (16 yo) 
What it taught me: Being a waiter taught me
so much and I'd advise everyone to take a job
in hospitality at least once in their life. I
learned many social skills and
communication that no other job can teach.
Dealing with people as a hospitality worker
teaches life skills that are hard to find
anywhere else and I believe they helped mold
me into a doctor with uniquely attentive
bedside manners. 
Current Company and position: The Villages
Regional Hospital in The Villages, Florida.
Position: Hospital Neurologist and Stroke
Medical Director 
Best advice you could give someone
starting out: For those starting out in
medical school I'd advise them to keep time
for their hobbies because it will keep you
sane! I would say to keep an open mind but
at the same time have a mind of your own.
Medicine is ever-changing and evolving so
you cannot stay stuck in your ways with what

you learn - you will be learning something
new every day and these lessons often
change drastically over time. It is important to
be extremely passionate about medicine and
have a great support system behind you
because medical school and residency will be
some of the most challenging times of your
life. With passion and support, those
challenges are surmountable and a life in
medicine is rewarding and worth it!

Finally, for medicine and any other career
path, it is important to remember that you will
have failures. There will be some ups but
mostly there will be downs from which you
will have to pick yourself back up. Success
comes from getting back up at least one
more time than you have fallen down. Though
I can say I'm an Ivy League graduate and a
neurologist - there were many times in school
and in my early career that I have failed in
some way or another and had to get back on
the saddle and keep going. Getting back on
the saddle is what ultimately creates success. 
Three things people would be surprised to
know about me:
1.  Riding my motorcycle is my meditation. 
2.  90's grunge is my secret pleasure 
3.  I love photography and drawing almost as
much as medicine. 
How do you celebrate your Irish heritage? I
enjoy looking for local festivals, though there
are less than when I lived in New Jersey.
Many of my extended family participated in
Irish dancing and I love to watch them at any
festivals I can find. 

Of course, visiting Ireland as often as
possible. I am very much looking forward to
bringing my wife and son to Ireland soon so I
can teach them about my heritage and teach
my son about his ancestors and current
family residing there. I hope to go back often. 

H
eather Schweizer was born in
Englewood, NJ in 1982 to Robert
Schweizer and Mary (Barton) Schweizer.

She is an only child but grew up with many
cousins since her extended family was quite
large. Her mother is the oldest of five children,
born to Michael and Rose (Frain) Barton.

Heather's father is one of ten, also a member
of an Irish American family. Heather's parents
both worked hard and spent long hours at their
jobs so she spent much time at her maternal
grandparents' home in Bergenfield, NJ. Both of
her maternal grandparents were Irish
immigrants, her grandfather - Michael Patrick
Barton - immigrated from Tralee, Co. Kerry and
her grandmother - Rose (Frain) Barton -
immigrated from Roscommon. Therefore,
Heather was largely raised by her Irish
immigrant parents immersed in Irish heritage
throughout her early years. Her grandmother,
Rose, would spend much time reciting Irish
poems and playing Irish music while dancing
around the kitchen. Her scones were to die for!

Heather eventually graduated high school
and moved on to college at Cornell University
where she attained a degree in Human
Development with Honors. She was a Cornell
Tradition Fellow for all four years, a great
honor celebrating few students from each
class who demonstrate a well-rounded life of
academic scholarship, volunteering and
work. She spent two years working as an
emergency medical technician after college
while preparing to apply to medical school.
She attended University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey - School of
Osteopathic Medicine and graduated with a
residency position in South Florida. After a
long and hard time as a resident in Neurology
at Larkin Community Hospital in South Miami
she moved on to take a position at The
Villages Regional Medical Center in The
Villages, Florida. Here she found a career
home and has thrived in her position as the
hospital Neurologist and Stroke Medical
Director. Since moving to Central Florida she
has also married the love of her life, Alexis
Schweizer, and they welcomed their son,
James Robert, in October of 2018. 

Heather looks forward to a lifetime of
engaging in the ever-changing and evolving
field of Neurology, as well as her new role in
motherhood. She always carries with her the
pride of her Irish American heritage and looks
forward to pass this on to her children.
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