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The 40-Under-40 Awards gather-
ing marks its twelfth birthday
this week. 
The twelve year mark means

that the 2019 class of award win-
ners brings the total alumnus
count to an impressive 480.
That’s quite a run. And it’s for
sure gone fast.

The total number of award winners to date
makes for a lot of living, work, accomplish-
ment, ambition, hope, and dreams.
The awards celebrate all of these and more.
And they are, we hope, as much a spur for

the future as they are a recognition of each
winner’s present and past.
Our award winners have already blazed

trails through their lives that bring credit to
themselves, their families, their communities,
Ireland, Irish America, and the United States
of America.
The awards are not given on the basis of

specific jobs, vocations or achievements, but
rather cover all possible career bases and pur-
suits and are prompted by nominators who
see in each award winner a reason, or reasons,
as to why he or she stands out at a time of life
when a certain landmark age has yet to be
reached.
This year’s award winners are drawn from

a wide array of career paths. 
And 2019 also stands out for the fact that in

the list of award winners there is near parity
between women and men. This year’s award
winners include 19 women, a standout total in
the history of 40-Under-40.
Our award winners were born in different

parts of the United States and Ireland. 

This year’s U.S.-born winners hail from
New Jersey, Illinois, Maryland, New York,
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Missouri,
California and Florida.

The varied careers, and the different places
our award winners call home, has become a
familiar aspect of 40-Under-40.
The awards are national and international,

personal and shared. And we believe they
wear the passing years well.
The winners bring pride to the story of the

Irish in America, and indeed of the Irish
around the world.
And the Irish Echo is proud to play host in

what is our 91st year of publication.
The Echo’s lengthy life as a newspaper is a

reminder that forty, standout age that it might
be, is only a step along the way.
Our winners inspire, even as they provide

the energy and impetus to hold an awards
event.
The Irish Echo congratulates each and every

one, and will do so with the greatest pleasure
this Friday evening, February 22, at Rosie
O’Grady’s in Manhattan, now a familiar
venue for the awards presentation gathering.
It promises to be a memorable evening, a

celebration of the very best of the best.
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