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John Reilly 
Place of birth: NYC
Job Title and Description: NYPD Detective (retired); Current Job:
Senior Detective Investigator-Bronx District Attorney’s Office. 
Why I chose this career: Law Enforcement was not a high priority for
me until I graduated from High School and saw the city and
neighborhood, I grew up in start to change. I worked in the private
sector (security job) for a few years and wanted to do more. Crime and
quality of life became important to me. The NYPD was pumping out
classes every six months and I decided it would make a great career.
I took the test and entered the NYPD Police Academy in July of 1984. 
The proudest moment of my career: Having a successful and proud
career in Law Enforcement, always knowing and telling myself I'm in
the business of helping people. Making a difference in people’s lives
on a daily basis. I'm extremely proud that I've always been active in
enforcement and part of a group that in my mind we are the good guys
in Blue and will be forever a part of helping the people of New York
City. Proud to be promoted to the rank of Detective. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: Enjoying Irish events, celebrating
my Irish Heritage and recently visiting Ireland and enjoy the beautiful
country of my ancestors. Drinking Guinness in Ireland. I love Irish
music and Irish Parades. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I was a Surfer at Rockaway Beach. 
2.  I had very long hair. 
3.  I was shot in the line of duty. 

J
ohn grew up in Inwood section of northern Manhattan, He's one
of four children and spent summers in the Irish Riviera of
Rockaway Beach. He attended Catholic schools and was taught

by Irish Christian Brothers in High School at Power Memorial
Academy. His dad was a bartender in the local Irish pubs and his mom
was a secretary. In July of 1984 he entered the NYPD Police Academy

and was later assigned to Neighborhood Stabilization 4 in Manhattan.
John was later assigned to the 40 precinct in the south Bronx and
quickly his career took a detour as he was shot by a sniper in the line
of duty on his one year anniversary on the job. John was rushed to
Lincoln Hospital by his fellow Police Officers and was saved by
surgeons who operated and removed the .22 caliber bullet that
pierced through some internal organs and lodged in his lower
stomach. After nine months of recovery, rehabilitation John was ready
to restart his career. 

He worked in Harlem and the Upper Westside for several years
(Patrol, Anti-Crime and Street Narcotics Enforcement) before landing
back in the Bronx transferred to the Organized Crime Control Bureau's
Narcotics Division. John worked Buy & Bust Cases, long term Narcotic
investigations utilizing Undercover officers and wiretap resources.
John specialized in the Interdiction of Narcotics coming into New York
City through the mail and private couriers. He worked with teams from
the DEA and other Federal agencies and was cross designated as a
Federal agent. John is a First responder to the terror attack on the
World Trade Center and spent months assisting in the recovery of
victims of 911. Detective Reilly was moved to the Bronx Narcotic Major
Case unit where he continued to use his skills to dismantle drug
gangs and take out large sophisticated drug organizations. 

In February of 2005 John retired from the NYPD after a successful
21-year career. John has continued his public service and is currently
a Senior Detective Investigator at the Bronx District Attorney's Office
where he continues to work cases and is assigned to the Major case
Unit. He along with his team assist the District Attorney's in every
aspect of all types of a criminal prosecution to come to a successful
outcome. John is proud to say that he is happily married to his wife
Marie for 30 years and is the proud dad of two beautiful daughters.
John is also proud of his Irish mother-in-law Marie O'Malley Voges
who is a vital strong lady from County Mayo and is 95 years young!

James M. McDermott
Place of Birth: Bronx, New York 
Job Title and Description: President of Nassau County Police Benevolent
Association.
Why I chose this career: I was in college bouncing from major to major,
definitely not sure what I wanted to do.  I had taken the NYPD test earlier
and was called for appointment so I figured I’d give that a shot.  I found out
that was my favorite major.  Loved it from day one.  I guess it was a process
of elimination.
The proudest moment of my career: When I was being elected to the
highest post in the Nassau County Police Benevolent Association as
President in January of 2017
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: always doing my best in representing
myself and my family in our Irish heritage by parenting, policing and/or
union work.
Two things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I turned down the fire department to stay in the police department even
though I was considered a legacy because my father was a Lieutenant in
the fire department.
2. There is a very soft side to me that I attribute to my mother and four
sisters.

J
ames M. McDermott was born in 1963 in Bronx, New York.  Six
months later he and his family moved out to Wantagh, New York.
James graduated from General Douglas MacArthur High School,

Wantagh New York in 1981.  After graduating, he attended Nassau County
Community College until he joined the New York City Police Department
on January 4, 1984.  James worked in the Brooklyn North Precincts until
October 23, 1987 when he joined the Nassau County Police Department.
After graduating from the Nassau County Police Academy in April, 1988,
he was assigned to the 5th Precinct in Elmont, New York.

In January, 1995, James became a 5th Precinct Delegate of the
Nassau County Police Benevolent Association.  James moved up the
ranks in the Union becoming the 5th Precinct Trustee in October of 2001
before being elected to the Nassau County PBA Executive Board on
February 17, 2005 as Sergeant At Arms.  It wasn’t until January 30, 2017
that James McDermott became President of the Nassau County Police
Benevolent Association, a position he still holds today.

James has three sons, Patrick, 24, James, 22, and Colin, 10.  Tonight
he is accompanied by his girlfriend, Nassau County Legislator Laura
Schaefer, his father Patrick, 1st generation Irishman who is retired FDNY
Lieutenant, his mother Maura, who was born in Kerry, Ireland, his brother
John McDermott and his four sisters, Noreen Miller, Mary Anne Kelleher,
Margaret McDermott and Patricia Walters.

Kevin O Hanlon 
Place of Birth: Dundalk, Co. Louth, Ireland 
Job Title and Description: Deputy Chief, United Nations Security &
Safety Service 
Why I chose this career: Every day on the job has the potential to be
challenging and interesting. The job is far from routine and you must be
prepared for anything and everything to happen. My career continues to
offer me the opportunity to work in areas and with people from all over
the World. 
The proudest moment of my career: Leading the Security Operation at
the UN's Climate Change Conference in Paris in 2015, attended by more
than 150 Heads of State and Government, just 2 weeks after the Paris
terrorist attacks. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: I stay in contact with family and friends
from home and travel to Ireland frequently. I am a keen follower of all Irish
sports and enjoy belting out the words of Amhrán na bhFiann whenever
our teams are playing. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  Played senior inter-county gaelic football with Louth for 12 years. 
2.  Won 3 Irish national boxing championships as a kid. 
3.  I'm a huge fan of the Arizona Cardinals. 

K
evin was born in Dundalk, Ireland on 29 October 1966. He is the
oldest of five children of Jim & Bernadette O Hanlon. He attended
the Redeemer Boys School and the De La Salle College in Dundalk

and is also a graduate of the Irish Defence Forces Military College and the
Edinburgh Business School of Heriot Watt University.

Kevin was commissioned as an Irish army officer in May 1986 and was
posted to the 28th Infantry Battalion in Donegal. In July 1989 he
transferred back to the 27th Infantry Battalion in Dundalk where he

served until March 2000 when he resigned from the Irish Defence Forces
to pursue a career with the United Nations. While with the Defence
Forces, Kevin participated in three UN Peacekeeping Missions, his last
posting being that of Senior Operations Officer with the United Nations
Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO) in the Middle East from 1998 to
2000.

Kevin started his career with the United Nations in March 2000 as the
Procurement and Logistics Officer with the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) in
Damascus, Syria. From April 2002 to November 2005 he was Head of the
Procurement and Logistics Department for UNRWA in Beirut, Lebanon. In
November 2005 he transferred to the United Nations Department of
Safety and Security (UNDSS) as Assistant Chief responsible for
Operations at the United Nations Headquarters (UNHQ), New York. In
July 2008 he was promoted to the rank of Chief with the UN Security and
Safety Service at the United Nations Office in Vienna, Austria where he
served until January 2018 when he transferred back to New York to serve
with the Security and Safety Service at the UN Headquarters.

On the sporting fields Kevin played with the Louth minor football team
for 3 consecutive years from 1982 to 1984 when he was also the team
captain. He was also on the Dundalk FC Youths soccer team who became
the first team from the club to win the Leinster Youths Cup in 1984. 
Kevin also won 3 national boxing titles, the last being the Irish youth
heavyweight title (75kg) in 1984.

After school, Kevin focused on Gaelic football and in the Summer of
1984, while still a minor, he made his debut for the Louth senior football
team. He went on to play for Louth for 12 years from 1984 to 1995. He also
played for Clan na Gael GFC during this time, winning 5 Louth senior
football championships. Kevin is married to Regina (nee Grennan) of
Bergenfield, NJ and he has three grown up kids, Daryll, Conal and Orla.


