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Location: Boston
Biography: Deirdre is an immigration lawyer with
Seyfarth Shaw LLP. Born in Boston, she is a dual US
and Irish citizen, her parents hail from Galway and
Cavan. Deirdre is licensed as a lawyer in the UK (2006),
the US (New York, 2012) and Ireland (2016).
Specializing in UK and Irish immigration law, she has
worked for leading law firms in London for the majority
of her career. Having lived abroad in Ireland and the UK
for more than 15 years, she recently relocated back to
Boston, where she is involved in the Boston-Belfast
sister city program.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? The global Irish family has made
significant contributions to the pace of progress in
Northern Ireland in many areas including education,
arts, sports and business. The key is to continue
developing productive partnerships based on our
shared heritage to create opportunities for the future
to build a better, more diverse and inclusive society.

Through the Boston-Belfast sister city programme I
have worked in partnership with Cinemagic, a Belfast-
based charitable organisation, to deliver a film
academy with students in the Boston Public School
system. The aim of the project is to provide
opportunities for young people to engage in all aspects
of the film-making process by working with
professionals to create short and feature length films,
gaining practical experience as a bridge to further
education or employment in the creative sector.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: I have visited
Belfast many times since 1993 when I was undertaking
a Master’s degree at the University of Ireland Galway. I
undertook research and interviewed the Belfast-born
poet Medbh McGuckian, the subject of my dissertation.
I also lived in Belfast from 1999 to 2003 while studying
law at Queen’s University Belfast and have maintained
close connections with the city and continue to visit
often.
You know you've got Belfast/Irish heritage when:
you enjoy a rainy day as much as a sunny one! Deirdre Murphy

Location: Dublin/Holyhead/Rosslare/Fishguard/
Cherbourg/Gothenburg (Sweden) 
Biography: Diane is currently Stena Line’s Travel
Commercial Manger (Irish Sea South) and has worked
in the travel and tourism industry for over 40 years.
She started her career in NI Railways before
specialising in the ferry industry where she has worked
for the last 20 years with a number of companies.  

In her role with Stena Line, Europe’s leading ferry
company, Diane has an opportunity to travel and
engage with customers and representatives across the
travel and tourism sector from around the world which
not only gives her an appreciation for new and
innovative trends within the industry but also an
opportunity to ‘push’ the benefits of Ireland and in
particular the meteoric rise of Belfast over the last
decade as the ‘must see’ city in Europe.  

In 2009 Diane was awarded an OBE for her services
to the Tourism industry in Northern Ireland and is
regularly invited to participate in discussion, debates
and interviews on the tourism and hospitality sector in
Northern Ireland.  Diane is a passionate believer in the
power of tourism and hospitality and its ability to help
the Northern Ireland economy move into a new and

unprecedented period of prosperity in the next decade,
and beyond.  
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you
contribute to its success? While I have (and still do)
worked in the travel industry all my life and have seen
some wonderful places and met some truly
inspiration people, there really is nothing to compare
with Ireland and in particular – Belfast.  Even now I
don’t tire of telling everyone I meet about what an
inspiration Belfast has become around the world and
any opportunity to show people around the city
visiting for the first time fills me with pride and
excitement.  
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: I was born in
Greenisland 15 minutes from Belfast and started my
career in travel and tourism in NI Railways- Belfast in
1977... best education in the world! 
You know you've got Belfast heritage when: every
time you go into the city and no matter how may new
and exciting hotels, retail or office developments
appear, it’s still the same great city of Belfast and the
warm fun personalities you fell in love with all those
years ago!

Diane Poole OBE

Location: New Jersey
Biography: Francis Schott is co-owner of the Catherine
Lombardi Restaurant and Stage Left Steak in New
Jersey, lauded as the best steakhouse in New Jersey. 
A beverage consultant with his consultancy firm, The
Restaurant Guys Consulting & Events, a professional
wine and spirits judge and an entertaining and
informative public speaker, Francis also runs
StageLeftWineShop.com, selling wine to 13 states. 

He has been on the Board of The New Jersey
Restaurant Association since 1992, where he has often
been the point-person for legislative and government
affairs. Whether in private meetings with legislators or
governors, televised debates or testifying before
legislative bodies, he is a tireless advocate for the more
than 1,000 restaurants NJRA represents and the
millions of people they employ. 

He was NJ Restaurateur of The Year 2011 and is
currently NJ Wine and Spirits Professional of The Year
2018. He and his partners have been intimately
involved in the redevelopment of the city of New
Brunswick, NJ, a national model of smart urban rebirth.
In addition to running his own businesses there, he
served on the board of the city’s improvement district.
He has often testified before the state legislature on
how sensible investment in arts and culture can spur
private sector growth and urban renewal.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute

to its success? I am active in the Irish-American
community of New Jersey, particularly in Essex and
Middlesex counties and am currently bar-president of
the Friendly Sons of The Shillelagh, a 50-year-old civic
organization of Irish-Americans and Irish in America,
that is a cornerstone of the diaspora in that corner of
the world. 
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: I advised in the
organizing of Belfast’s Restaurant Week programme,
which was successful for many years (and should be
revived). I facilitated the first incoming trade delegation
to Belfast in many years in 2014, when New Brunswick
Mayor Jim Cahill brought a coterie of New Brunswick
government, education and business leaders to meet
their Belfast counterparts. I also helped organize a
house-rocking performance of The Belfast Gospel Choir
in New Brunswick the following year and ongoing
exchanges.
You know you've got Belfast/Irish heritage when:
you are the inventor of The Belfast Cocktail, which I
created for the then Belfast Lord Mayor’s visit to New
Brunswick in 2013. It was named as one of 101 Best New
Cocktails of 2013 and was featured in Food Arts
Magazine in a full colour spread; and subsequently
appeared on menus in New York and Boston and Peter
Lavery’s Hudson Bar here in Belfast.  It’s a house classic
of course at my home bars and at The Shillelagh Club. 
My family on this side of the Atlantic is still in
Fermanagh, Armagh and Meath.  

Francis Schott


