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Location: Connecticut, via Liverpool, Dublin and Belfast 
Biography: Christine is a historian and founding
Director of Ireland’s Great Hunger Institute at
Quinnipiac University in Connecticut. Christine’s family
are from counties Mayo and Tipperary, but like so many
poor Irish, felt compelled to emigrate. They got as far as
Liverpool, also referred to as the 33rd county of Ireland.
As soon as she could, Christine returned to Ireland – to
study Irish history. In 1984, she completed a PhD in
Trinity College in Dublin, on the introduction of the Poor
Law to Ireland.  

This was the start of her life-long interest in the
tragic period in Irish history, remembered as the Great
Famine, or An Gorta Mór.  To date, Christine has
published over ten books on this topic, including a
graphic novel, The Bad Times/ An Droch Shaol (with
Boston artist, John Walsh). In 1987, Christine moved to
Belfast to work in the Public Record Office. While there,
she wrote with Gerard MacAtasney, The Hidden Famine:
hunger, poverty and sectarianism in Belfast, 1840-1850,
which showed that, amongst other things, poor
Protestants were affected by the Famine and died in
large numbers. She was productive in other ways, as
her son Ciarán was born in Belfast in 1991. Christine
and Ciarán, and their beloved border collie, Guinness,
moved to the United States in 2007, initially to New
Jersey, but since 2013, to Connecticut. Christine

continues to write and publish on Irish history. Her most
recent work is concerned with the escaped slave,
Frederick Douglass, and the time he spent in Ireland –
including Belfast - in 1845 and 1846.  Christine returns
to Belfast regularly, both for work and for leisure, and to
catch up with friends and family.  
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? As part of that diaspora (twice over) I
am always amazed by the ability of its members to love
two countries and to remain so proud of their heritage.
The peace and prosperity evident in Belfast today are
partly due to the tenacity of the diaspora – especially
those based in North America. My work as a historian
and teacher contributes by reminding people of their
history, how far we have come in a short time but, as
we can learn from the past, we have to be vigilant
because peace, prosperity and political gains can be
fragile. In the words of the great Frederick Douglass,
‘Power concedes nothing without a struggle’. 
Tell us how you connect to Belfast:  My connection is
both personal and professional: I lived in Belfast and
my son was born there, while a lot of my research and
writing has a Belfast focus.  
You know you've got Belfast heritage when:
‘Maradona good, Pele better, but George Best’, fills you
with nostalgia and pride. (yes, I am a soccer fan!)

Christine Kinealy

Location: Buffalo, NY USA  
Biography: Conor is the General Manager of Buffalo’s
only five star hotel, the Curtiss Hotel. Conor has been
working with Buffalo developer and restaurateur Mark
Croce ever since he left his native Belfast in the
summer of 2001. 

Conor graduated with a degree in Hospitality
Management from the Belfast Institute of Further and
Higher Education and started his career as a chef at
The Terrace Restaurant and Fity’s Restaurant in the
University District of Belfast. 

He moved to Buffalo, NY in 2001 where he began
managing D’Arcy McGee’s Irish Pub, developing the
menus and creating the old-world charm of Ireland in
the heart of downtown Buffalo.

Conor also oversees the operations of Sky Bar,
Buffalo’s most popular summer party which draws in
crowds of 2,000 people on a Saturday night. When he

is not running the hotel, restaurants and nightclubs, he
coaches Buffalo Fenians Gaelic Football Club’s under
18’s and helps to promote Irish culture in Western New
York. 

He is a keen paranormal investigator who runs
haunted tours in the 950,000 square feet Statler Hotel
and has featured on various television shows regarding
the paranormal. Conor travels back to Belfast twice a
year to spend time with family and friends.  
How you connect to Belfast: Born in the north of the
city, I am an alumnus of Edmund Rice Christian
Brothers primary and secondary education and still
have family living in the city. My personal goal is to run
a paranormal investigation of Crumlin Road Gaol and
screen it live to my followers in Western New York.  
You know you’ve got Belfast/Irish heritage when:
some days all you crave is a Belfast Bap and a packet
of Tayto cheese and onion crisps.

Conor Hawkins

Location: Belfast/Billericay, Essex, England 
Biography: David is owner of DMC Contracts, a
construction company specialising in wall and floor
finishes within sectors such as rail and aviation, in the
UK and Ireland. He started his career as an apprentice
tiler, working with his brother-in-law throughout the UK
and Ireland in 1990 before starting his own company in
1999. Over the last 20 years, his company has grown
and now employs 45 office and 250 site staff. The
company has also purchased the tiling manufacturing
plant where David got his first start in 1990.  

Outside of work, David is heavily involved in a
charity he helped set up in Belfast with a friend aimed
at stopping young people sliding into antisocial
behaviours like street drinking and drug abuse. St
James Swifts Football Club started with seven
youngsters, and now has over 400 signed up. These
range from four-year-olds to an over-40s team, girls’
teams and a team for those with disabilities. 

David is also involved with a homeless charity in
Belfast city centre and is involved in a city farm where
the youth of West Belfast help with the running of the
farm. The City Farm provides an opportunity for kids
from an urban background to see and interact with the
animals. Due to its success, its organisers have now
attained a government grant to develop the farm and
charity further.  

On a personal level, David is open minded and
progressive and will assist anyone in need if he can.
After being diagnosed with leukaemia in 2015, he
attributes the help and support of others in helping him
through his illness and today he is happy, healthy and
living life to the fullest, with many weekends back
home in Belfast. 
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you
contribute to its success? It is key in engaging with
the youth in society and the next generation of our
diaspora, which I believe is crucial in continuing to
build a safer and brighter Belfast. St James Swifts
contributes to that by providing young people with a
safe environment to prosper and somewhere they
can feel part of a community. The homeless charity
in Belfast, Compassion Outreach and The City Farm
for underprivileged youth also contribute to this
vision. 
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: Born and bred in
West Belfast and I still call it home. I return on a
monthly basis to catch up with family and friends and
enjoy a pint or two in my local haunt, The Rock Bar on
the Falls Road, with all my old friends.   
You know you’ve got Belfast heritage when: you get
a large tattoo on your back of some of Belfast’s finest
landmarks (it hurt!).

David McCartney


