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Location: Isle of Man 
Biography: Brian O’Connor is the Chair of European
Connected Health Alliance. A native of Belfast, Brian
has spent most of his life living outside Ireland, which
he believes has given him a rounded perspective and
approach to global connections. He is actively involved
in a number of private companies including the Belfast-
based Connected Health Ltd, a technology enabled care
company. 

He also chairs the European Connected Health
Alliance, a not-for-profit company headquartered in
Belfast. The Alliance has become the largest
membership organisation in Europe in a rapidly
growing sector and organises over 100 ecosystem
meetings a year throughout Europe. An ecosystem is a
permanent multi stakeholder community, in a
geographically defined area. Members include
governments, health services, health insurance
companies, hospitals, doctors’ groups, community

nurses and care workers, universities and patient
groups.  

The Alliance has become known as the ‘global
connector’ because it has created sister alliances in
locations such as China, Canada and the USA,
representing 78 countries with a population of about
three billion people.  
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? This is a valuable asset throughout the
world. I find almost wherever I go, people willing to
help, simply because of the shared bond. 
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: I was born in the
city and have watched it through its troubles and now,
better times. The people are its strength and my feeling
part of that drives me on to promote it globally. 
You know you've got Belfast heritage when: you hear
the accent, wherever in the world, and you feel at home

Brian O’Connor

Location: Belfast
Biography: Rev Dr Livingstone Thompson, Minister in
charge of Moravian Churches at University Road, Belfast
and Kilwarin is a Board member of African and Caribbean
Support Organisation NI and Horn of African People’s Aid
NI. A member of the Executive Board of the Moravian
Church in England and Ireland, he is a theologian and
experienced intercultural trainer. As a member of the Irish
Institute of Training and Development, Livingstone
provided consultancy, research and training in cultural
competence and diversity management for such
companies as Unilever, Eon International, Allianz
Insurance, Parker and Hanafin, and a host of universities
and public bodies in Ireland, Northern Ireland, Finland,
Georgia and Malta. In addition to lecturing at the London
Academy of Diplomacy, Livingstone supervised
postgraduate research at All Hallows College, Dublin,
lectured at Trinity College, Dublin and Dublin City
University, as well serving as external graduate examiner
for the University of the West Indies.

His doctorate, awarded by University of
Dublin/Trinity College, focussed on the dialogue

between Christian and Islamic cultures. Livingstone
was also awarded a Master of Philosophy in Ecumenics
from Trinity College Dublin in 2000. Travelling to over
60 countries worldwide, Livingstone has served as an
expert member of several national and international
organisations in the fields of cultural diversity. His
professional involvement includes serving as president
of the Society for Intercultural Education, Training and
Research (SIETAR) Europe.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? Jamaica was and continues to be a
destination for Irish migrants who, in many instances,
held common cause with people of the Caribbean and
African diaspora in the ventures for emancipation and
end of colonialism.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: Originally from
Jamaica, I live and work in Belfast and I serve as a
member of Racial and Equality Sub-Group of the
Stormont Executive Office.
You know you've got Belfast identification when:
landing at Belfast International feels like coming home.

Livingstone Thompson, PhD

Location: New York City
Biography: Jennifer is an arbitrator for the American
Arbitration Association and an attorney in New York. A
first generation American, Jennifer's mother was born in
Co. Sligo and her father was born in Istria, Croatia.
Jennifer is the first in her family to become a lawyer. She
graduated in 2002 with a Bachelor of Arts in Literature
and Philosophy from Manhattan College where she was
a member of the Division 1 Women's lacrosse team and
recipient of the Joseph J. Gunn Medal (go Jaspers!). 

Following college, she was selected for the highly
competitive New York City Teaching Fellowship and
received a full scholarship for her Master's degree in
Education at New York University. Jennifer taught literacy,
humanities and coached basketball to middle school
students in the Bronx. Armed with a passion for social
justice, Jennifer entered the City University of New York
(CUNY) School of Law, a law school with a mission of ‘law
in the service of human needs’.  She received her Juris
Doctorate in 2007. During her time in law school, Jennifer
was a member of the National Lawyers Guild, president
of the Irish Law Students Association and received the
Joseph Doherty Human Rights Fellowship for her
economic justice work in Durban, South Africa. Jennifer
also interned for the Honorable Ronald L. Ellis, US
Magistrate Judge in the Southern District of New York. At
graduation, she was honoured by the National Association
of Women Lawyers. For the past decade, Jennifer has
represented and litigated civil rights cases on behalf of
families of children with learning, physical and emotional
disabilities at the local, state and federal levels. 

She was a member of the St. Pat's for All Parade
Committee, a parade inclusive of the LGBTQI community,
which celebrates all aspects of the Irish diaspora in
Queens, NY. In 2016, Jennifer was elected as president

of the Brehon Law Society of New York, a law society
founded in 1978 by Paul O'Dwyer and Frank Durkan and
dedicated to peace and justice for a united Ireland.
Jennifer lives in New York City with her husband, Jared,
a national broadcast news network writer and producer,
and their two year old daughter, Hope Maire Crawford. 
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute to
its success? I am a proud member of the Irish diaspora.
While I live in New York, my roots are in Ireland and
Croatia and I have relatives all over Ireland, Europe,
Canada and the United States. My family's ties overlap
with other family's ties to the diaspora to weave together
a tapestry of culture and community that spans the
globe. It's really amazing to me! Ireland may be a place
of emigrants, but we are a global Irish community. In my
role as President of the Brehon Law Society of New York,
I endeavour to promote and support my fellow brothers
and sisters of the Irish diaspora whether through law,
politics, business, culture or the arts. 
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: In 2016, I co-
founded the Brehon Law Society's summer law
internship with partner Niall Murphy of KRW Law, LLP
wherein an American law student lives and works in
Belfast as part of their legacy litigation project. Since
then, we have hosted three law students in Belfast. It's
been a life changing experience for each of them. In
2018, the internship was renamed the Brigadier General
James (Jim) P. Cullen, Esq. Human Rights Internship in
honour and memory of the Brehon's first president, Jim
Cullen. I am honoured to return to Belfast to celebrate
the success and prosperity of the city and also to learn
from so many of you. 
You know you've got Irish heritage when: the sound of
a hornpipe or slip jig turns any frown upside down.

Jennifer Frankola Crawford, Esq.


