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Location: Boston, MA/USA and
Galway, Ireland 
Biography: John is the lead attorney
at Foley Law Offices, P.C. (FLO) in
Boston, MA.  FLO is an immigration
law firm specializing in obtaining
benefits from visas, to employment
authorization and including US
citizenship. FLO also represents
clients looking to obtain Irish
citizenship and an Irish passport.
John is also the General Counsel to
the Irish Cultural Centre in Canton,
MA; he is a member of the American
Brexit Committee as well as a
number of other Irish-American
organizations. John was an active
member of Lawyers Alliance for
Justice in Ireland and worked closely
with slain Lurgan solicitor Rosemary
Nelson on a number of miscarriages
of justice. 
What, for you, is the importance of
the global Irish and Scots Irish
diaspora and how do you
contribute to its success? From my
earliest days with Lawyers Alliance, I
recognized that playing the international card solved problems and brought people
together. If we build bridge instead of walls, we will be a stronger more vibrant
community.   

The Irish Cultural Centre recently hosted all of the Irish and Irish-American
organizations in New England and we examined how the organizations can work with
one another and help each other. Simple communication and a common community
calendar are the start. Instead of building walls to block people out, we need to build
bridges to connect us. 
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: 
I was a journalist working for The Lawyer newspaper in London and I stumbled into a
Diplock court trial in Belfast. It was a joke. It was not a fair judicial hearing. There was
no jury; there were no rules of evidence and the judge wouldn’t let the defence lawyer
speak. After 40 minutes, I was the only one in the courtroom shocked when the judge
found the defendant ‘guilty as charged’. That 40 minutes connected me to Belfast for
life. I am delighted with the significant progress that has been made but Belfast
remains a work in progress.  That’s why I come back. 

John Foley

Location: New Jersey  
Judge Schott recently returned to the private sector after 25 years of service as
a judge of the Superior Court of the State of New Jersey. During her tenure with
the Court, Judge Schott presided over diverse cases in the Civil, Family and
Juvenile Division, devoting most of her career to litigations involving civil
disputes. Judge Schott is presently an independent consultant, advising lawyers
on litigation and settlement strategies in complex cases and assisting companies
with investigations involving claims of discrimination and/or harassment,
providing advice both as to remediation and prevention. Prior to joining the Court,
Judge Schott had been a Deputy Attorney General with the State of New Jersey

and was a
founding partner
of the leading
labour and
employment
firm in New
Jersey, Genova
Burns and
Schott (now
known as
Genova Burns).   
Judge Schott

was recently
honoured by the
Ancient Order of
Hibernians at
their annual
dinner for her
contributions to
the Irish
community in
New Jersey. She
is a member of
the International
Association of
Women Judges
and the National
Association of
Women Judges. Hon. Francine A. Schott, J.S.C. (ret)


