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Location: New York, USA
Biography: Michael heads the Brewster Financial Strategies Group of Wells Fargo
Advisors. Originally from Longford, Michael immigrated to America in 1989. He
joined Wells Fargo as Managing Director in March 2016 after eight years in Credit
Suisse and a previous 16 years at Lehman Brothers. He has spent the past 26
years managing investments for high net worth and institutional clients. Michael
is the sole manager of the MB Value and Growth, MB Strategic Dividend and
Income and MB Small Mid-Cap and Special Situations Portfolios.

Michael has been recognized as one of Barron’s Top 1,000 Advisors in the
USA. He has been honoured by Irish American Magazine as one of the Top Irish
Americans on Wall Street.  Michael serves on the board for the Irish International
Business Network (IIBN), USA Foundation Board, National University of Ireland,
Galway (NUIG), and The Ireland US Council and advises and fundraises for the
Gaelic Players Association in the USA.

Michael graduated from Athlone Institute of Technology (AIT) in Ireland with
a higher diploma in Management Finance and finished his studies in Thomas
Edison State University where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish and Scots Irish diaspora
and how do you contribute to its success?  On my dad’s side we are from
Garrison, Co Fermanagh, by way of
Scotland many hundreds of years
ago. My roots are both in Ulster and
Southern Ireland (County Longford),
where I grew up and was educated.
Fermanagh is still a part of my family
and I own a house in Garrison and
vacation there when time permits. My
connections to Ireland have been a
door opener to my business which is
predominately USA and Irish based. 
Tell us how you connect to Belfast:
For me, Belfast is the second capital
city in Ireland. I have many friends
and business contacts there.
You know you've got Belfast/Irish
heritage when: you have no problem
understanding Belfast folks when
they speak, especially when they
have a few drinks in them! Michael Brewster

Location: Belfast 
Biography: John McGrillen is Chief Executive of Tourism Northern Ireland, the
tourism development authority for the region. He was appointed to the post in July
2015 after a 16 year career in local government. From 2010 to 2015 he was Director
of Development at Belfast City Council where he had responsibility for, amongst
other things, regeneration, economic development and tourism. 

Amongst the projects he was responsible for was the development of the
Innovation Factory at the Springvale Industrial Estate and the new International
Convention Centre at the Belfast Waterfront. During his 11 year period as CEO at
Down District Council he was responsible for the regeneration of Newcastle into
one of Ireland‘s premier seaside towns. Prior to joining local government John was
Chief Executive of NI-CO, a Belfast based consultancy company which specialises
in the development of public services in the developing world. His career in the
public service began in 1987 when he joined the Industrial Development Board,
Invest NI‘s predecessor organisation during which time he headed up their
operations in Düsseldorf between 1989 and 1994. John is a graduate of both
Queen‘s University, where he obtained an MSc in Engineering, and Ulster University
where he graduated with an MBA in International Business and Economic
Development.   
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish and Scots Irish diaspora

and how do you contribute to its
success? From a tourism perspective
the USA is one of our most important
markets and one which represents the
greatest potential for growth. Our
success in packaging our cultural and
heritage assets to meet the needs of
the US tourist will bring business
success to both NI tourism providers
and the agents who sell our products to
the Irish and Scots-Irish diaspora in the
US.  
Tell us how you connect to Belfast:    I
connect to Belfast through working for
many years to bring investment and
employment to the city. 
You know you’ve got Belfast heritage
when: you are asked where you come
from you’re proud to say "I’m from
Belfast!” John McGrillen

Location: Belfast
Biography: After leaving university
Caitriona worked for JP Corry selling
agricultural spare parts before
moving on to work as a professional
meetings planner for Claire Faulkner
at Project Planning International.
From there she progressed to the
advertising agency, AV Browne
where she was responsible for
setting up their events division. In
1997 Caitriona joined Hastings Hotels
as Group Sales Manager. Over the
last 20 years she has been
instrumental in growing the
international meetings and
incentives business in the north and
in Hastings Hotels, alongside key
stakeholders including Visit Belfast,
Tourism NI, Tourism Ireland and Visit
Derry.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish and Scots Irish diaspora
and how do you contribute to its success? Through my role with Hastings
Hotels, I sell Belfast and we try and work through our diaspora to use our
connections to bring meetings and incentive business back in to the city and the
region. 
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: I went to Queen’s University and fell in
love with a Belfast boy and have lived here ever since. 
You know you've got Belfast/Irish heritage when: you crave a bacon buttie
with toasted plain bread as soon as you get back home from a trip abroad. 

Caitriona Lavery

Location: Dublin
Biography: David Horgan has worked
as a natural resource industry
entrepreneur since 1990 and is
currently director of three London AiM
stock market listed companies in oil,
gas and diamond exploration.
David holds an MBA with Distinction

from the Harvard Business School,
where his research was sponsored by
the Bank of Ireland, his first degree is a
First Class Honours in Law from
Cambridge University, where he was
Mooting Team Captain, and held
various university, college and faculty
scholarships.
David has appeared as guest lecturer

at leading international universities,
including Bauman Moscow State
Technical University, on commodities’

prices, energy and natural resources industries.
He is also Head of Postgraduate Studies & Business Faculty at American

College Dublin, a constituent college of Irish American University and head lecturer
in MBA International Business courses on Energy Economics and Policy.

He has worked on five continents, speaks several languages and has published
extensively in trade and general press on business issues.               
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish and Scots Irish diaspora
and how do you contribute to its success? 
As a people, the Irish, including Scotch-Irish, are very well connected – and usually
happy to help out. There is no better network anywhere.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: What happens in Belfast matters more to me
than what happens anywhere else.
You know you've got Belfast/Irish heritage when: you don’t think about the
healthiness of an Ulster fry!

David Horgan


