
Call My Brother Back, cried revered Belfast novelist
Michael McLaverty — and that’s a plea we’ve taken to
heart. Indeed, summoning home the brothers — and,
of course, the sisters — of the Belfast diaspora was
among the first actions taken to underpin the nascent
peace process.

In the usual generous Belfast fashion, we have now
extended that embrace well beyond those with roots of
ancestry and heritage in Belfast to our entire global
Irish and Scots-Irish family.

And the response has been overwhelming.
Investments by multi-national blue-chip companies

— think MRP, Allstate and Liberty — have been
complemented by a tourism boom and a new belief in
Belfast which would have been unimaginable just a
generation ago. The rash of new hotels, the Friendship
Four ice hockey tournament and the Belfast Basketball
Classic all evidence these transformed times.

Now the Belfast International Homecoming is
building on those golden bridges to the diaspora by
opening our doors to influential leaders from around
the world with the simple mission of creating more

opportunities for all.
And in answer to the question in the motto of

Belfast, Pro Tanto Quid Retribamus (For All We Have
Received, What Shall We Give Back in Return?), the
Homecoming is recognising these champions of our
city with the Belfast Ambassador Medal.

Our honorees are friends of the city abroad who
keep the people of Belfast in their heart at all times and
those stalwarts closer to home who have forged
international connections which ensure we continue to
look outwards – and upwards.

They are true heroes of Belfast and our debt to them
will never be repaid.

But we trust that with this Belfast Ambassador
Medal we have made clear to them our admiration and
our gratitude for all they do to build a better Belfast.
And if this award spurs them on to even greater efforts
for Béal Feirste, all the better!

Go n-éirí go geal lenár bpobal domhanda.

Connla McCann
Director, Belfast International Homecoming

Calling our brothers and sisters back for
Belfast International Homecoming
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Young Enterprise Northern Ireland is delighted
that the President of Friends of Young Enterprise

Northern Ireland Foundation Inc, 

Ciaran Sheehan, 
has been awarded an Ambassador Medal at

Belfast Homecoming in honour of his
commitment to ensuring all young people in

Northern Ireland get to build entrepreneurship
skills for a successful life.

Friends of Young 
Enterprise Northern
Ireland Foundation Inc
Imagine the positive impact on the
Northern Irish economy if every young
person, regardless of social class or
educational background, had a passion for
business and entrepreneurship, and the
opportunity to build their own success.

This is what Young Enterprise Northern
Ireland does. The charity is part of the
global Junior Achievement network, which
was established in the United States 100
years ago to develop the entrepreneurial
skills, financial capability and work
readiness of all young people. 

Ciaran Sheehan, President of the Friends
of Young Enterprise NI Foundation Inc in
the States has been honored at the recent
Homecoming Event in Belfast for taking the
bold step to establish the Foundation to
increase the impact of the charity. 

Ciaran explains, “Having been Chair of
Young Enterprise N Ireland for over 6 years,
I have seen first-hand the impact on young
people from disadvantaged backgrounds.
Not everyone in N Ireland has benefitted
from the peace dividend, and it is important
to ensure all young people, particularly
those from challenging backgrounds,
benefit from this experience. 

The charity works with 1 in 3 of school
age children, and we want to make this 3 in
3. The young people build their own
student businesses, and learn the skills
needed to run a successful business. 

N Ireland has the lowest level of business
start-up levels across the UK and a huge
dependency on public sector employment.
For long-term socio-economic stability and
success, we need to invest in our young
people and equip them with the skills they
need to take control of their own futures.”

Last year the charity launched a Shared
Education initiative, bringing together the
Protestant Boys and Catholic Girls schools
in socially deprived North Belfast to create
their own company. The students
developed an app that challenged the
mental health issues in the local area, and
have developed skills that will make them
more employable & successful. 

MD of the Company, Theo Burton (age
18) said: "The opportunities that I have
gained from this are so fantastic. Before this,
I wouldn’t have dreamed of being a leader.
Now? I’d say leadership has become a
cornerstone of the person I am."

To donate, or find out more, contact 
Ciaran at Ciaran@entrepreneurs-ni.com 

or check out
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofyeni/ 


