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Location: New York, New York
Biography: Mary Ann is the founder and CEO of MAP
Digital: MetaMeetings™ an event Platform as a Service
and Smart Venues which embeds MAP Digital:
MetaMeetings™ within conference centres worldwide.
Last year Meetings & Conventions Magazine named
her as one of The Top 25 Women in the Meetings
Industry noting: “Pierce is ahead of the curve, as the
rest of the industry now embraces data capture and
analytics as the next frontier.” She is also the technical
director of the first UN sponsored Economic Equality
Moonshot to foster women-run STEM businesses
solving the UN Sustainability Development Goals in
Emerging Markets. 

MAP Digital is headquartered in New York City and
produces events globally. Mary Ann Pierce serves on
the board of Digital Irish, IIBN-NY, Cuala Foundation
NYC; is an observer for the MIT Enterprise Forum NYC;
and an advisor for Inspirefest in Dublin. She has worked
with JP Morgan, Deutsche Bank, Lehman Brothers,
Morgan Stanley, The Wall Street Journal, Novartis,
Pfizer, and Havas. She taught digital event design at
New York University and has been a speaker at Ideagen
UN Empowering Women & Girls 2030 Summit, Masters
& Robots, Evolve or Die (ICC Belfast), PCMA, and MPI
Conferences. MAP Digital is certified by the Women’s
Business Enterprise National Council. 
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? I have successfully built MAP Digital’s
international business via Irish diaspora by serving on
the boards of Irish International Business Network,
Digital Irish and being an advisor for Inspirefest.  Being
Irish is a well-regarded brand worldwide. There is no
cold-call feeling when connecting with a member of the
global Irish diaspora.  Conversation always seems to
include a shared remembrance of the land, a village,
an inquiry into your family tree that is welcoming and
steeped in wit.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: In 1996, I met a
brilliant Linux engineer in Belfast who went on to
support MAP Digital for a number of years.  At that time
a seasoned Linux engineer was hard to find. When I am
in Belfast, I am always looking for talent and
technology, and with my work with Digital Irish I look to
provide a “soft landing” for tech companies looking to
enter the US market.  Through the yearly New York New
Belfast conferences, where I have chaired a number of
tech and business tourism panels, I am able to keep in
touch and abreast of what’s happening in Belfast.
You know you've got Belfast/Irish heritage when:
you can’t keep your feet still when you hear a jig, don’t
mind the rain, and are always looking for the craic.

Mary Ann Pierce

Location: Belfast
Biography: Michael is a director of Clarksons Port
Services, part of the Clarksons Platou Group of
Companies, who are the world’s leading provider of
integrated shipping services. Based in Belfast,
Michael is involved in the day to day operations of 19
agency offices located in ports throughout the UK.

Educated at St. Mary’s Grammar School, Belfast,
Michael entered into the shipbroking business after
leaving school. Along with his father he opened their
own ships agency and shipbroking firm Michael F
Ewings (Shipping) Ltd in 1980. In 2015 this family
business of some 35 years’ standing was acquired by
Clarksons Platou. With over 37 years’ experience in
the shipping industry Michael has had the
opportunity to travel globally promoting Northern
Ireland, its industry and its people. Having
extensively travelled worldwide it has given Michael
the opportunity to network with many expat Irish
nationals abroad. With connections in countries
worldwide he has built up a rapport with Irish
communities in West Coast USA, San Diego and Los
Angeles, under the guise of the Irish Association USA.

As a stalwart of the Northern Ireland business
fraternity for many years, Michael has engaged and
worked with many charitable organisations, i.e.
Merchant Navy Welfare Board, Mission to Seafarers,
Stella Maris and King George Fund for Seafarers. In
past years Michael represented the South East
Education Board as a governor for Wellington
College, Belfast. 
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you
contribute to its success? Eighteen years ago,
Michael was appointed as Honorary Consul for
Norway in Northern Ireland and spends much time
promoting Norwegian business and culture in
Northern Ireland. Holding this position, he has had
the opportunity to interact with the Irish community
living and working in Norway. Surprisingly the cities
of Oslo, Bergen and Stavanger have very active Irish
communities.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: Born, bred and
educated in West Belfast, Michael still lives in Belfast,
as does all his family. His wife of 40 years, Colette, is
also from West Belfast and is a member of the well-
known hurling and football family, the Wards (Canice,
Sean, Patrick and Donald).
You know you've got Belfast heritage when:
hearing a Belfast accent, whether it is in New York,
London, Oslo or Hamburg, home always comes to
mind.

Michael P. Ewings MICS

Location: Long Island, New York
Biography: Mike Fitzpatrick was elected to the New York
State Assembly in 2002 representing the 8th Assembly
District on Long Island. Prior to his election to the
Assembly, he served as a member of the Smithtown Town
Council for 15 years from 1988 through 2002. He is a 1979
graduate of St Michael’s College in the state of Vermont.
Mike serves as the Ranking Member on the Assembly
Housing Committee and is a member of the Ways and
Means, Higher Education, Agriculture and Labor
committees. He is an active member of the New York
State Chapter of the American Irish Legislators Society
and currently serves as secretary. Maintaining a
presence in the private sector, whose vitality he strives
to bolster as a legislator, Mike spent more than 20 years
in the insurance and financial services industries. He is
a member of the Knights of Columbus, the Ancient
Order of Hibernians and past president of the board of
trustees of the Cleary School for the Deaf in Nesconset,
New York where he remains an honorary trustee.

Married to the former Lorena Herrera of Chihuahua,
Mexico, the couple has two children and one grandson.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
diaspora and how do you contribute to its success?
The diaspora is the support system for all that is good
in Ireland. We all have a duty to contribute to the
success of Ireland no matter how large or small that
contribution may be. In addition to the fundraising
activities we undertake as members of the American
Irish Legislators Society, I am constantly encouraging
people to consider a visit to Belfast and Northern
Ireland when they plan a trip to Ireland. It gives me a
great feeling of satisfaction and pride when a friend or
acquaintance tells me that they are going to visit
Belfast and the north because I spoke so highly about
this beautiful region. Upon their return, they always say
they are glad they went and that the experience was
wonderful. The good news keeps on spreading.
Tell us how you connect with Belfast:My connection
to Belfast started with two dear friends, my local
colleague in politics on Long Island, Kate Browning,
and Máirtín Ó Muilleoir. Kate is the first native of Belfast
I ever met. Though we’re from opposite sides politically,
we bonded immediately when we spoke about issues
related to Ireland. I met Máirtín in the state capitol in
Albany when he visited with the Irish legislators. We
bonded and have been good friends ever since. Kate
and Máirtín are more than friends and portals to all that
is good in Northern Ireland, they’re two of the finest
people I have had the pleasure of knowing.
You know you’ve got Irish (Belfast) heritage when:
you hear the accents of Ireland and you begin to smile
and think of the many fond memories from past visits.  

Michael J. Fitzpatrick


