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Location: Belfast
Biography: Michelle is Director of Corporate
Services at George Best Belfast City Airport, a
regional hub which welcomes over 2.5 million
passengers annually and provides employment for
over 1200 people.

After graduating from the University of Leeds
with a degree in Business Management, her early
career focussed on Human Resources, holding
various senior leadership roles within telecoms,
retail, manufacturing, and for the last 12 years, in
aviation.

With a strong passion for Corporate
Responsibility, Michelle leads the airport’s CSR
strategy which has been recognised externally with
many prestigious awards. On a personal level,
Michelle has been named UK Director of the Year for
Leadership in CR by the Institute of Directors and
was presented with the Marks and Spencer Sieff
Award for Leadership.

Michelle is particularly proud of the
achievements of George Best Belfast City Airport in
developing strong partnerships with the local
community, financially supporting over 180 worthy
projects and organisations across Greater Belfast
and North Down.

Currently Chair of Cinemagic, Michelle is also a
non-executive director of Northern Ireland Cancer
Fund for Children.
What, for you, is the importance of the global
Irish and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you
contribute to its success? Belfast has always been
a city full of people with a huge degree of personal
resilience, determination and the desire to see
progress and opportunity for the next generation.

The global diaspora brings together like-minded
people who want to build upon the peace and
prosperity of the city and bring continued progress,
investments and opportunity for all. Belfast City
Airport values its position as a key economic driver
and is proud of the part it plays in our local
community and the service it provides to its citizens
and visitors to this island.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: Born in Belfast
and having worked away for a number of years, I’m
proud to have returned home, to live and raise my
family in this great city.
You know you've got Belfast heritage when: you
pick up some of the sharp wit and warmth of
character that the people of Belfast are known for
across the globe. 

Michelle Hatfield

Location: New York, NY
Biography: Nick is Counsel at Schnader Harrison Segal
& Lewis LLP.  He primarily represents national and
regional clients in commercial leasing and retail property
development, from the inception of lease negotiations to
retail store launch. Nick also represents clients in
matters in federal and state courts, administrative
hearings, and arbitration proceedings.  His broad civil
litigation experience includes prosecuting and defending
appeals, business torts, intellectual property disputes,
claims for breach of contract, real estate disputes,
bankruptcy avoidance actions, and claims for
employment discrimination. He is currently President of
the Irish Business Organization of New York - a non-profit
business networking organization, which seeks to
promote, foster, and advance the business interests of
Irish and Irish-American businesses and individuals. 

He was named to the Irish Rising Stars list by the
Irish Legal 100 (2017), and also named to the Irish Top
40 Under 40 (2016) and received the Irish-American
Small Business Excellence Award (2014), both awarded
by the Irish Echo newspaper.  Nick has also been an
Honorary Co-Chair and participant in the New York/New
Belfast Conference (2017 & 2018), as well as an Honorary
Co-Chair of the St Patrick’s Day Foundation Golf Classic
(2017 & 2018).  He recently joined the Advisory Board for
the Bronx Irish American History Project at Fordham
University.  Nick received his BA from Fordham
University and his J.D. and LL.M. from St John’s
University School of Law.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute to
its success? The shared interests and ideals of the
diaspora provide a fertile ground for developing
successful personal and business relationships.  As a
New Yorker of Irish descent, I use these commonalities to
build connections, locally and globally, for myself and
others.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: Belfast and New
York are closer than ever thanks to converging digital
technologies that connect us every day. However, my
best connections are still made face to face. As President
of the Irish Business Organization of New York, I often
meet entrepreneurs who are looking to bring their
products to the New York market, political and civic
leaders who are trying to build a better society, and
ambitious young professionals who are finding their way
in an ever-changing world.  Interacting with these
individuals has helped me build a broad array of
friendships across the Atlantic.
You know you've got Belfast/Irish heritage when: you
have a strong opinion on the ratio of tea to milk in a
cuppa.

Nicholas B. Malito

Location: Boston, Massachusetts
Biography: Appointed in 2014 by Mayor Martin J. Walsh,
Brian Golden is the Director of the Boston Planning &
Development Agency (BPDA). As chief executive of the
BPDA, Brian drives economic growth in Boston through
community-focused urban planning, regulation of major
real estate development, workforce training programmes,
and management of agency-owned real estate assets. 

Over the past five years, Brian has steered 50 million
square feet of development approvals through the BPDA’s
permitting process, including more than 20,000 units of
housing and more than 4,000 income-restricted affordable
residential units.  With 45 million square feet actually built
during the same period, the City of Boston has experienced
the most robust period of construction in its history. 

Brian is a graduate of Harvard College, the College of
William and Mary's School of Law, and the US Army War
College. He has served for 26 years in the US Army (active
duty and reserve) with assignments in Bosnia, Iraq,
Israel/West Bank, and the Pentagon. He was elected four
times to the Massachusetts House of Representatives,
serving the Allston-Brighton neighbourhood of Boston.
Brian is married to Kristin O'Connor Golden. They have five
children.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish and
Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute to its
success? Hibernian influence on the City of Boston has
been profound. Boston's population has changed
dramatically in recent decades, but Irishness remains a
pervasive feature of our politics, economics, arts, religion,
and sports, even as Boston becomes increasingly diverse.
Throughout Boston City Hall, we embrace the Sister City
relationship with Belfast as a means of sharing positive
developments between our respective cities. There is
frequent communication and interaction between the
business, government, and non-profit sectors of these two
great places. This dynamic helps Belfast and Boston
identify innovative means of achieving greater social and
economic progress for all. 
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: When I was a
teenager, my cousin Fergus O'Brien, the Lord Mayor of
Dublin, toured the United States with the Lord Mayor of
Belfast, John Carson. They made this historic visit as part
of an effort to promote peace and reconciliation between
Catholic and Protestant communities. From that point
forward, I was engaged by the political history of Belfast.
I'm pleased that Boston's Sister City relationship with
Belfast has now brought me here to play my own small
part in the Boston-Belfast story. 
You know you've got Belfast/Irish heritage when: music
from the Irish ‘hit parade’ played from the kitchen radio all
afternoon - Saturdays and Sundays.

Brian Golden


