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Location: Belfast
Biography: Mark is Chair in Translational Cancer
Genomics and Dean of Education of the Faculty of
Medicine, Health and Life Sciences at Queen's
University Belfast. He is a cancer researcher who
publishes in the most esteemed scientific and medical
journals including The New England Journal of
Medicine, The Lancet, The Lancet Oncology and Nature
Medicine. He is recognised globally for his work and is
frequently invited to showcase the strengths of local
cancer research across the world. He is also passionate
about education and has led the education strategy in
the Faculty of Medicine, Health and Life Sciences at
Queen's. 

He works tirelessly to put Northern Ireland in the
spotlight and was responsible for bringing the
European Alliance for Personalised Medicine Congress
to Belfast, an event which highlighted Northern Ireland
as an international leader in personalised medicine
research. His research on cancer inequalities led to the
development of the European Cancer Patient's Bill of
Rights which he launched with colleagues in the
European Parliament in Strasbourg on World Cancer
Day 2014 and which has been adopted in many
countries throughout Europe. He was recently

recognised through the 2018 European Health Award
which he received during the opening ceremony of the
European Health Forum Gastein for a pan-European
collaborative project that will lead to improved
outcomes for cancer patients. When he’s not carrying
out cancer research or travelling the world to highlight
the north’s strengths, he performs a one-man James
Joyce show for charity
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? My links to the Irish diaspora
worldwide have reaped huge benefits for Northern
Ireland, particularly in the development of a number
of initiatives that give future leaders in cancer research
and cancer care the opportunity to train at the very
best institutions in the world. Bringing people to
Northern Ireland allows us to showcase how good we
really are.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: Although I'm only
a blow in (living here for just under six years) I just love
it here and am keen to showcase Belfast throughout
the world, from Belfast to Bengaluru to Beijing.
You know you've got Belfast heritage when: you
hanker after a bap every time you are in St George's
market.

Prof Mark Lawler

Location: Paramus, New Jersey
Biography: With over 40 years of public safety
expertise, Leo P. McGuire remains on the forefront of
innovation, technology, and strategic risk management.
After retiring as Sheriff of New Jersey’s most populated
county in the NY-Metro area, Leo began LPM
Strategies, a full service consultation firm serving
businesses nationally and abroad. As SVP of Public
Safety Initiatives for Cloudscann Inc., and Director of
Risk Management for iLearn Schools Inc., Leo brings
his safety and business acumen to the private sector. A
former partner in FML Technologies based in Belfast,
Leo and his partners were proud to receive the Aisling
Events Spirit of Entrepreneurship Award in 2013.

Since his first visit to Belfast, Leo has been a
constant voice in the US encouraging businesses and
tourists alike to ‘Go North!’. He forged the relationship
between Belfast Metropolitan College and NJ based
Felician University, sending graduate and
undergraduate students to Belfast every summer to
study alongside their Irish peers.  Maintaining his Irish
roots, Leo serves as a state Director of Veterans
Affairs for the New Jersey Ancient Order of
Hibernians, as a member of Irish Network New Jersey,
Bergen Irish Association, and frequents NY Irish
Business Organization events. As a proud US Army

veteran, Leo serves as the Vice Chair of the Employer
Support of the Guard and Reserve, a Dept. of Defense
Program.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? As proud Irish, we must embrace the
present and prepare for the future, while respecting our
storied past. The diaspora is, and can be, the glue that
not only propels our collective success, but serves as a
constant reminder of those who paved the way for our
opportunities. Ireland has contributed much to the
success of the United States and we Irish-Americans
have a duty to ‘come home’ to continue to forge the
bonds of business and community that define our
diaspora. My personal commitment is to deepen my
relationships and find more ways of bringing Belfast to
the US and the US to Belfast!
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: My relationship
began with a consulting opportunity with a fledgling
company seeking to break into the US market. I
became a partner and found the people and city
friendly and an inviting entrepreneurial hub of
business. It now feels like a second home.
You know you've got Belfast/Irish heritage when:
you won't stay for afternoon tea unless there is Sticky
Toffee Pudding!

Leo P. McGuire

Location: New York
Biography: The oldest child of immigrants from County
Mayo. John Feerick was educated at Fordham
University and practiced law at Skadden for 21 years
before serving as Dean at Fordham Law for 21 years.
Prof Feerick occupies the Sidney Norris Chair in Public
Service at Fordham and serves as founder of the
School’s Center for Social Justice. Peace and
reconciliation activities in Ireland were at the heart of
his agenda as dean, leading to the founding of a
summer law programme by Fordham in Ireland linking
Queen’s University in Belfast and University College
Dublin. He accompanied President Clinton to Belfast in
1995 and has hosted visitors from Belfast to Fordham
and brought many Fordham students and alumni to
Belfast.

In 2017, he received the American Bar Association
Medal, its highest award, which noted his numerous
appointments and services to others, and his integrity
and compassion. He has been honoured by the
organized bar, universities, the Catholic Church, and
citizen groups, including the Flax Trust. He served as
President of the NY City Bar Association and Citizens

Union Foundation and helped craft the 25th
Amendment to the United States Constitution.

The author of books and articles, he is married to
Emalie Platt and they are the parents of six children and
11 grandchildren.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? It provides a unique and extraordinary
example of how a society can transform itself. I have
contributed to it by creating links between Northern
Ireland and the United States, including by establishing
a study abroad programme at Fordham University that
has brought US law students to Belfast for the past 20
summers. I deeply enjoy introducing visitors to Belfast
and am always available in America to assist Northern
Ireland through programmes at Fordham University. 
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: I was invited to
visit Northern Ireland by John Hume in 1994 and have
continued to visit nearly every year with members of
Fordham University Law School community. 
You know you've got Belfast/Irish heritage when: I
think of the scores of individuals of both traditions I’ve
come to know and consider my friends.   

Prof John D. Feerick


