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Location: Belfast
Biography: Joanne, who has 30 years’ experience
working in the IT industry including nine years with the
Oracle Corporation, is the Director of Development at
Catalyst Inc.
Formerly the NI Science Park, Catalyst Inc. was

established as a result of the Good Friday Agreement to
develop and grow a vibrant knowledge economy in the
north. Set on a derelict site in the Titanic Quarter, which
was the heart of Northern Ireland’s former shipbuilding
industry, today it is home to 200 innovative knowledge-
based companies employing over 3,000 engineers,
researchers, entrepreneurs and executives. Catalyst Inc
provides the home, support and networks to nurture
innovators and entrepreneurs to aim higher and
succeed faster and is based on the simple belief that
innovation has the power to transform the north into
one of Europe’s most entrepreneurial knowledge
economies by 2030.
Joanne is a former Chairman of Institute of

Directors NI and was the NI Champion for Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM),
from 2011 to 2016 which focusses on encouraging more
young people to study STEM subjects and consider
careers in industry.
Since 2010, Joanne has been the NI chair of the US-

NI Mentorship Program, established by former
Economic US Envoy to NI, Declan Kelly. The programme

is a partnership between Catalyst Inc, Teneo and the
American Ireland Funds, which provides challenging,
paid year-long placements for recent graduates with
global corporations in the States.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? For over 400 years, Northern Ireland
was at the forefront of innovation and invention across
the globe and we have a diaspora who continue to be
influential across many different sectors and countries.
They all share a key common factor - an ambition to
succeed for themselves and for our region. Utilising the
wide diaspora network, Catalyst Inc has developed
ways to enable them to engage with the next
generation of entrepreneurs and innovators, through
mentoring, investment and accessing networks.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: Since returning to
Belfast in 2005, after 15 years away, it has been
important to me to contribute to the development of
post-conflict Northern Ireland. A sustainable economy
built on innovation along with an education system that
prepares our young people for the future world of work
is at the heart of everything I do and believe in.
You know you've got Belfast heritage when: ‘Stand
up for the Ulster Men’ is your mantra for Friday nights
at Kingspan Stadium (Ravenhill) and Tayto cheese and
onion crisps on white bread is your ‘go to’ when you’re
feeling down!

Dr Joanne Stuart OBE

Location: London/Belfast 
Biography: Chris is the Chairman of Osborne+Co, a
global company that specialises in place making, and is
bringing forward exciting plans for The Waterside, Belfast.
Chris is well known in the media and development
industry having been Head of Corporate Real Estate for
the BBC from 2004 to 2016 and prior to that as VP of
International Corporate Real Estate for Disney. Thanks to
his foresight and creative instinct, Chris was instrumental
in leading the re-imagining of the BBC real estate,
developing creative hubs at White City in London and the
transformational MediaCityUK in Salford. 
Both of these locations are more than just places

to work, they have become the place to be for aspiring
creatives, where industry and ideas and people have a
natural home. His connection with Belfast started when
he was on the board of Laganside Corporation, the
public sector body that was responsible for the
regeneration of Belfast’s Waterfront which, during its

lifetime, saw the creation of 14,000 jobs and an
investment of £1 billion.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? I am a formative member of London
Irish Amateur RFC, which is home to exiles from all
parts of this island. I’m originally from Kildare so, for
me, Ireland weaves a welcome web around those who
live here. We are free to leave, but there’s always a
glistening line, connecting us all together and leading
us back.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: I feel I have
unfinished business in the city since my days with
Laganside. I now live in London but currently spend
three days a week enjoying life in the heart of Belfast
working with the city’s amazing people.
You know you've got Belfast heritage when: you get
into a taxi and the driver not only remembers you but
asks how your meeting went last week.

Chris Kane

Location: New York, NY
Biography: The CEO and founder of Hanweck, for over
20 years, Gerald Hanweck has been at the forefront of
derivatives research, strategy and technology
innovation. Prior to founding Hanweck, he spent ten
years with JPMorgan, where he served as Chief Equity
Derivatives Strategist and led the bank's US Fixed-
Income Derivatives Strategy team. Earlier in his career,
he worked as a derivatives researcher at Discount
Corporation of New York Futures, and as a software
developer at Microsoft.
A frequent industry speaker, Mr Hanweck has also

taught master's-level business courses at Northwestern
University's Kellogg Graduate School of Management
and the Graduate School of Business at the University
of Chicago, in addition to dozens of seminars on
financial derivatives. He holds a PhD in managerial
economics and decision science from the Kellogg
Graduate School of Business at Northwestern
University, and an AB in mathematics from Princeton
University.
What, for you, is the importance of the global Irish
and Scots Irish diaspora and how do you contribute
to its success? Yeats said, “Talent perceives
differences; genius unity.” The Irish diaspora has

expressed both talent and genius, of which I am just
beginning to catch a glimpse of understanding. In our
own small way, we at Hanweck are doing our best to
foster that sense of unity and contribute to the success
of the diaspora. Since we established our European
operations in Belfast several years ago, a handful of our
Belfast employees have migrated to America while still
working with the company.  And we encourage our
employees to travel from both sides of the pond,
sharing knowledge, ideas and experience.
At home, Yeats’s words ring true in the peace and

prosperity, with difference and unity, that Belfast has
achieved in relatively short order. I have great
confidence that the road will continue to rise up to
meet Belfast’s feet.
Tell us how you connect to Belfast: Hanweck’s
European operations have been headquartered in
Belfast since 2015.  My family and I have visited Belfast
many times since, and ventured across greater Ireland.
The family visits to Belfast are the high point of our
year.
You know you've got Belfast/Irish heritage when:
even though you can’t officially trace any ancestors
back to Ireland, you’ve enjoyed Irish folk music and a
pint of Guinness ever since you were a wee lad.

Gerald A. Hanweck, Jr.


